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CHAP. I. 



THE HOVEL. 

Jl OOR Louifa Conolly, who was the inno-* 
c^nt caufe of uneafinefs between thofe who 
were deareft tp her in the world, had not 
gone far on her ride when Richard, after 
many apologies, recommended a very dif- 
treffed öld couple as great objefts of chärjtyj 
the hufband being confined' to a fick-bed; 
he told her tbeir.cabin was not a quarter of 
a nnlc diftanti if fl>c would condefcend to^' 
vot/ rt. B ride. 
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wde that way, flie might convince herfelf of 
the truth of what he had taken the liberty 
to reprefent, 

Louifa, ever ready to relieve the wants of. 
her fellow creatures, and to inform herfelf 
how flie could do it moft eflentially, ordered . 
him to fliew her the way. After croffing 
an uncultivated heath, thcy came to a gloomy 
foreft \ and though Louifa found that they 
had rid fome miles inftead of the quarter, 
(he imputed the deception of Richard to 
the zeal he had to fer^e the poor creatures 
to whom he was . condufting her. Fearlefs 
and cheerful fhe (tili continued to follow her 
guidc through the moft intricate paths tili 
he ftopped at an hovel ; for it did not deferve 
a better name, the walls being of mud ; the 
thatch was moftly torn ofF, and a chafm, 
deftitute of cafement, was the only window 
to this wretched habitation^ which fo much 

(hocked 
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fliocked the humanity of Louifa, that ihe 
determiDed to remove its miferable inhabi« 
tants immediately to one more comfortable : 
plealed with this idea, (he alighted, and 
defired Richard to keep near the Hovel; 
pulling off her hat, fhe looked in at the 
loi^ ly door, and law a human figure covered 
with a ra^ed dirty rüg, lying on withered 
forn; fome pieces were hung before the 
uncouth window, andcaft a faddening (hade 
on this abode of mifery, which was more 
enlightened by the feeble flalhes of expiring 
weeds that had been kindled under a finall 
kettle, than 1^ the Tun, though it fhone 
with (plendour. 

Louiia, approaching the ^d of poverty 
and ficknefs, gently aiked — 

" Have you no one to take carc of you V^ 
*• Yes, my wife ; (he is only gone to fetch 
in fonae weeds to boil the tatccs/' 
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Louifa, who was already fufFocated by thc 
clofenefsof the hovel and the finoke of the 
wceds, faid— 

"Iwill ftay without the door tili your 
wife CQmes, and then confult with her 
about having you removed to a comfortable 
cabin." 

As fhe turned towards the entrance, a 
figure crept in at it mpre deplorably tremen- 
dous than any (he had ever beheld ; it was a 
Woman who, when fhe ftood upright in the 
Ibw-roofed hovel, looked gigantic; a tat- 
tered cloak, that once had been red, was 
faftened round her waift with rußies tied 
together and madc fomcthing like ä petti- 
coat, reaching-» nly to her knees; ßie had 
neither ftockings nor flioes, and a bit of old 
rüg, with holes torn in it to put her arms 
througb. Was faftened over her (houlders 
with a thorn j her long black hair; among 

which 
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which fhe dead fern was intermixed, hung 
in rude diforder about a face that was ex- 
preflive only of fcouling difcontcnt ; under 
one ©f her bare robuQ: arms, flie held an 
heap of weeds, and under the other, a dead 
kid, which appeared to have been drownec^ 
as the water drippcd from it while the wo* 
man ftood ftaring at Louifa, who was fhocked 
at a figure fo difgracefiil, not only toher fex, 
but to hümanitfy, and fickened at the fight of 
the kid, that was greatly fwelled and co 
vered with the green mantling of the lake» 
which, added to a difagreeable ftench, made 
her believe it was in a ftate of putrifaftion. 
She wifhed to go into the air, and be^ed 
the woman to let her pafs; but, thraijfjgthe 
weeds down in a great hurry, (he drew the 
root of a tree, that ferved for a ftool, befbre 
the door, and placing herfelf on it, laid thf 
dead kid at her fcct. Louifa, furprifed at 
B 3 this 
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this behaviour, called Richard as loud as fhe 
was able ; thc wotoan, after a noify vulgär 
lau^, faid, 

^ Arrah, my pet, "you may ftand calling 
long enough before Dick Dogherty will hear 
you s the lad was forced to be after going a 
long mile to get a (hoe to the foot of your 
horfe ; and he bid me take care and not let 
you out tili i" 

The man, who had fpoken before in thc 
feeble accent of ficknefs, now, bawling with 
a voice like thunder at the woman in the 
Iriih dialeft, ftarted from the fern ; alarmed 
at his voice, but much more at his figure, 
Louifa was ready to fink on the earth, The 
poor fick old mati, for fuch (he imagined 
him to be, ftood before her the pidure of 
health and ftrength in their moft robuft 
forms ; he had on dirty boots, an horfe-man*s 
coat, and a red bandkerclüef round his 

neck^ 
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neck, with which his briftly beard,' bufhy 
hair, and prominent eye-brows,. feemed to 
vie in colour -, feeing Louifa was frighteried, 
he faid, 

" And why can't you be eafy now ; fit 
down on the bed, the devil a härm will hap- 
pen to you ?'* 

" Aye, fit down and be eafy/* flid the 
woman, " mylittlejewe), tillBlarney O'Slang 
fkins this beaft for me, that I may be after 
having a good meals meat of it/* 

'* And where the devä was you finding; 
of it, fuch a Carrion of a beaft as it is ?'* 

" Why, 33 füre as I am Judy O'Slang^ 
the crater had feil ofF the craig into the lake^ 
and was after (frowning itfelf for^ me fo I went 
in and puUed it out." 

Blarney O'Slang threw ofF his coat, and 

hanging the kid upon a hook began to tkin 

it. Pöor Louifa again entreated to ftay 

B 4 without 
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without the door tili Richard came back, 
bvt Judy puflied her away, and began to 
talk Irifli to Blarney. 

To be a prifoncr in any place is dilagree« 
able, but in this it was dreadful ; the appear- 
ance pf her companions ftruck her with in- 
conceivable terror. She difguifed her fears 
as well as (he was able, and Tat filently on 
the dirty fern, anxioufly liftening for tjbe 
jborfes, hoping that Richard was not fo great 
a villain as to betray her into the hands of 
thieves or murderers. Her fierce looking 
guards ftill continued talking Irifli, and by 
the ^ances they frequently cafl upon her, 
flie concluded that flie was the fubjedt of 
their difcourfe; and was too uneafy, too 
apprehenfive to converfe with them herfelf, 
though Öie longed to know if it was poffible 
to provide in a decent manner for a couple 
who werc now in the moft abjeft ftate 

of 
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of wretcliednefsy but whoTe minds (he feared 
were too depraved to be fenfible of her boun- 
ty. While (he was ruminating, Blarney 
0*Slang prepared the kid j he then put on 
his coaty and looked out of. the door, She 
heard the found of horfcs fiect ; her heart flut« 
tered with joy ; (he flew towards the door» 
the man put her back rudely, faying, 

« Stay, üay, Mifs, tili I fee if it is Teddy 
Maclochlan ; for you don*t be after ftirring 

a (tcp tiU L fee little Teddy." 

The trembling Louifa fupported herfelf 

sgainft the wall, tili- Blarney 0*Slang.crying 

out — " we^re right, we*re right; pgftj'jfhii 

door,my boy,r— we*re ready ^.^ .catched litt 

in his arms, and ran to a poft-chaife- and 

four, into which he put her, and got in him^ 

fdf; another ilMooking man \YftS jn tho 

chaife. In vain (he flirieked amJ ftruggledj 

they placed her bctween them, pulled up; tho 

blinds, and drove ofFat a furicus rate. 

j^5 , CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 



, AN UOTLEASANT JOURNEY.. 

JL HE men afRired her, that if flie would 
be quiet and eafy, they would not ufe her 
with ill-manners. She entreated them ta 
teil her by what authority they afted in fo 
forcible a manner,, and where they were going 
to take her^ (he ofFered them money ; but 
neither entreaties nor bribes would induce 
them to fpeak ; — their filence appeared eve» 
worfe than threats.. Thus obilinately mute 
they continued ioi- fome mUes, and only 
could be prevailed on to let down the btinds : 
. the 



ROSE-MOUNT CAStlE. tX 

llie air and light a little^revived her, but thc 
fituation baniflied all hopes of'a rcfcue. 
They were croffing a wild harren defert, the 
gropnd fo rocky and uneven,. that it' was 
with diificulty four fine horfes could drag 
the chaife ovcr it. Juft as they got to the 
end of this unfrequented road, and Louifa 
was flattering herfelf with the hopes öf gain^ 
ing a möre public one, they fuddenly tumed 
into a thick foreft ftill more lonefome thaa 
the way they had paffedl. 

The carriage had not f^roceeded far into 
this gloomy foreft,. when one of the hind 
wheels, catching in the root of a tree,. was 
torn off, and. the chaife overturned wi'th great 
violence. Mifs^ Conolly being liickily placed 
between Blarney O'Slang and Teddy Mac^ 
lochlan, received only a flight fhock from^ 
theaccident^ 

B.6; Mac- 
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, Maciochlan fpon got öut and affijfted 
Louifaj but O'Slang.remained infenfible for 
fome time, having been ftunned by a vio»- 
ient contufion on the fide of his head ; and 
whcn they got him up, they found that his 
fece was cut by the glafs in a terrible man- 
lier ; the blood poured fo profufely from his 
wounds, that his companions feared he would 
txpire before they could procure the aflift- 
»nce of a furgeon. 

Louifa now beheld him with compaflion ; 
he was no longer an objeft of terror ; and 
humanity urged her to relieve him. After 
ker gentle hands had removed fome pieces 
of glafs from the wounds, flie bound her 
handkerchief tight over them to ftop the 
bleeding, and giving him fome drops to fmell 
to while the poftillions were examining the 
chaife, he recovered from his flupefedion,^ 
iK^t contiaued in great pain, 

The 



The carriage was found to bc fo much. 
damaged, tbat it was impoflible to repair it' 
upon thefpotyfo as to render it fäfe for any 
more than thc lady to ride ia it ; as die was 
no great weight,. onie 6{ t^ie poftrilions fiiid 
the wheel might be tied,oi;i tightTy, and theyr 
could profced with her, if Maclochlan would 
go on to the Leii^fter Anns, and fee if he 
could get a. carriage* to which they would 
put their own horfes and &t ofiTagain imnie« 
diately ; faying,. that 0*Slang, as. they muft 
go very flowly, could walk by the fide and 
guard the lady. » 

Louifa rejoiced to hear them mention an 
houfe, as there (he hope4 to meet with fome-^ 
body who would take compaffion on her and: 
efFed her deliverance, She remained filent. 
and patient while the rnen were arranging: 
the Ihattöred carriage , into wliich, when it 
was ready, Ih^ ftepped without. cxpreffing 

any 
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any fears for her fafety, and feit herfelf very 
happy in bemg freed from her difagreeable 
companions. 

As the chaifemoved ftowly over tberugged! 
load, Loiiifa had time for Fefle<^ion. She^ 
Hke Lady Emilyy could only fufpeft Sir 
Dennis Malone ; 'he had long and' publidy' 
paid his addreffes to her, and his pride and 
vanity were hurt at finding himfelf her aver- 
fion; to what defperate lengths r^venge; 
might carry him^ fhe trembled to think ;. — 
perhaps he meant to terrify her into a com- 
pliance with his wiJhes, and flattered him?- 
felf that, after keeping her from Conolly" 
Park for fome time^ (he would be glad to«^ 
lEtrieve her charafter by returning to her* 
^'^efMs as his wife. This flie imagined muft 
be his defign^and flie feit a fecret fatisfadtion- 
in forming a refolution n.ot only to treat hinv 
witk the mofi contemptyous filence, but ta 

refufo: 
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refufc every kind of refrefliment that fliould 
be ofFered to her : tiis refolution flie knew 
her love for Villiers woiild give her couräge 
to perfevere ia fa ftriftly» that the mortified 
Baronet wouldbe obhged to liberate her, or 
have herdeath toanfwerfor ^ yet,though (he 
found a gloomy comfort in ttie thoughts- of 
avenging. herfelf, fhe was refolved to take 
every probable means of cfFeftingherefcape^ 



CHAP. 
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CBAP. lU. 



BENEVOLENCE REWARDED;. 

JL HE poftlllioös grew quite impatient at 
the flow heavy motion of the carriage, yet^ 
feared to endangcr the lady by quickening 
their pace ^ one of thena therefore propofcd 
going forward with a pair of the horfes-and 
meeting them. with anothcr chaife, which,. 
he faid, would be gaining time, as, wheni 
that was empty,.they could drag it on as ßifl:: 
as they pleafed ; the motion was approvedi 
ofy and he fet ofF accordingly. 

Not^ 
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Not long after the horfes had been fent 
on, Louifa faw feveral genteel looking men^ 
whom flie hoped they (hould overtake. Shc 
kept her eyes fixed upon them, dreading 
left either they or the chaife would tum 
into ferne of the intricate windings of the 
forefti and that, had O'Slang fcen them» 
niight have been the cafe ; but luckily he was 
pn the other fide, and fo bound up, that he 
could not fee at any great diftance; and 
Louifa, with beating heart, looked out as 
they drew flowly by them, and, to her great 
joy, difcovered one of them to be Charles 
Ponfonby. She called to him in a voice of 
a8;itation and diftrefs ; he flew to the car-» 
rlage, and exprefled both furprife and de- 
ligbt when he beheld Mifs Conolly„ whor 
exclaimed in an agony of terror,. 

" Oh ! Mr. Ponfonby, open the door and 
fave me from mifery l' \ 

He 
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He did not hefitate, and (he was in his 
armsbefore the poft-boy could alarm O^Slang, 
who was Walking on ftupidly- negleftful of 
his Charge;, Thus roufed, he camc round in 
a terrible fright ; and immediately on feeing 
one whom he did not expeft, drew a piftol 
from under his coat and fired at Ponfonby; 
the balls pafled through his hat, knd fligntly 
grazed his forehead, The report of the pif- 
tol and the fcreams of Louifa brought thofe 
who were Walking with Ponfonby to his af- 
fiflance, juft as O'Slang was aiming another 
at his breaft -, they difaroieu the villain, änd 
taking the cords that faflened the wheel, they^ 
bound him and the poft-boy to trees at fome 
diftance from each other, then threw over 
the chaife, and cutting the traces, turned thc^ 
horfes loofe. 

Louifa told them that the other men 
were gone to the Leinfter Arms for another 

* car<* 
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carriage, and to avoid meeting them if pof- 
fible i they therefore took an unfrequented 
foot-path witl^' which they were well ac- 

' quainted, She then informed Ponfonby of 
the events of the day, and entreated him to 
procure her fome conveyance, horfe, cart, or 
any thing that would take her home ; he 
told her that, as it wasr not fafe to go to the 
Leinfter Arms, they had fome miles to walk 
before it was poffible to get a carri^^e, 
Louifa was forry to hear that j for though 
Ihe feit happy in being freed from O'Slang^ 
fhe could not be infenfible of the extreme 
aukwardnefs of her fituation among men, 

fach men too, in a remote place, and the day 
declining, without knowing where (he fliould 
find a flielter for the night : Lady Emily's 
fears upon her account flie knew muft be 
very .gfeat if £he did not return ; yet all the 
impropriety, all the inconveniencc of her 

prefent 
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prefent ftate, appeared happinefs and fecu-' 
lity, compared to that froin which flie was ref- - 
cüed* Charles Ponfonby had prevaiied upon 
her to lean on his arm as the path was 
rugged, and behaved to her with the moft 
iefpeftful attention ; while (he had every rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with the cafy politenefe 
and honefl afTurances of protection from his 
companions, who difperfed a,t proper dif- 
tances in order to give notice of a purfuit» 

" And is there no houfe near us, Mr.. 
Ponfonby^ where I can get a chaife ? I ans 
very uneafy at being fo far from home»'* 

" The Leinfter Arms is the' only houfe 
where it will be the leaft likely to get one» 
and to that you fear to venture ; yet I will 
engage that we could proteft you/* 

" No, Mr. Ponfonby, I have endangered 
your life once ; I will run no hazards ', your- 
felf and friends are unarmed. 
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•* It is too far for you to walk to Mr. 
Freeman's ; but if we fend to inform him 
of your fituation, he will immediately fend 
a carriage to fetch you to bis houfe : nAerc 
you will be fafe." 

** Are we near Mr. Freeman's ? how rc- 
joiced I am to hear thät ! — I am not fatigued, 
I can walk to it, though it is far off; I can- 
not fend ; is Mrs. Freeman at this houfc ?" 

" She is, Mifs Conolly ; but it^ is three 
miles diflant to go round the back way ; 
the front lies juft beyond the Leinfter Arms." 

** Three miles are nothing ; if I find it 
late, 1 can ftay all night at Mr. Freeman's 
with propriety. I am füre they will forgive 
the intrufion when they know my diftrefs. 
And now, Mr. Ponfonby, have the goodnefs 
toamufethe way by giving me a little account 
of your proccedings and of the receptipn you 
had from that w<3^rtfay man. 

CHjtP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



A FATAL RESOLUTION OVERCOME BY 
GENEROSITY, 



«Oh, 



Mifs Coiiolly ! in what a defpica- 
ble light muft I appear to yoü fince that 
fatal night I entered your houfe, the accom- 
plice of depredators !— it is true I did not 
know where they were leading me to 5 but 
that I fufFered them to lead me, has been? 
the error for.which Ifliall ever execrate niy- 
felf ; was it not enough, that, deaf to the 
advice of your excellent father, I purfued 
with avidity the foUies which allured me to 

ruin. 
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ruin, — but, llke an infatuated wretch, I 
muft attack his amiable daughter! — Oh! 
why, why were you all beneficence and com- 
paflion ! why rather did you not order your 
fervants to fire on the midnight ruffian the 
minute my facrilegious feet defiled the re- 
fpeftable manfion-— once my happy home, 
to which I was ever welcomed with parental 
finiles and fifterly affeftion ? Thofe days of 
peace and innocence rufhed on my mind — 
what I hadhtQtiy and what I was ; I feit the 
dreadfol reverfe fo feverely, that I would 
gladly have expiated my crimes by dying at 
your feet — the humble penitent viftim of 
extravagance and guilt! 

** When I quitted your houfe defpair took 
füll pofleflion of my foul ; I appeared to my- 
felf a wretch, without a gleam of hope to 
cheer me in this world, or to guide mq to. 
the next ! yet, amidft this mental gloom, I 

formed 



24 ÄOSE-MOUNt CASTLE. 

fonned a refolution that gave me a momen- 
tary relief ; to obey you was all the repara- 
tion I could make ; it would give your be- 
ncvolent heart pleafure to hear we had com- 
plied with your requeft, and were becomc 
honeft members of fociety. With this view, 
I exerted all the little eloquence I was mafter 
of, to prevail on thofe of our comrades who 
had not been at Conolly Park, to accompany 
US to America j and had the fatisfadion to 
gain over a great majority to join in this 
, honourablt expedition, and a'kind of nega- 
tive promife from the reft to come after us 
to Mr. Freeman's, if we could aflure them 
that they Ihould be provided for : we (hared 
the money your bounty beftowed on us, 
and purchafed what neceflaries we ftood in 
nced of to make adecent appearance y I iaw 
my companions eafy and cheerful ; but all 
comfcxrt, all cafc had forfakcn me ; — I had 
6 difgraced 
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dilgraced my name s I had rendered myfelf 
unworthy the efteem of Miß Conolly!— 

** Dare I proceed ? dare I confefs the cri- 
tninal deßgn my diftrafted foul had formed? 
—pardon me, Heaven, for harbouring that 
defperate idea, even for a moment ! — my In- 
tention was, to go on board a veflel, and 
whcn it was out at fea and under füll fail, 
to terminate my infupportable exiftence by 
throwing myfelf overboard/* 

" It was but an intention, Mr. Pon- 
fonby, didated by defpair ; reafon, I hopc, 
affifted by religion, has entirely banilhed 
fuch gloomy thoughts from your mind.'* 

" Reafon, religion, and Lord daran- 
bridge.*' 

^« Lord Claranbridge !'• 

" When we arrived at Mr. Freeman's, we 
were received by that truly Philanthropie 

VOL. II, c gentle». 
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gentleman like brothers, who, erring "£;jr 
awhile, were now returned to the paths of 
iionoun He endeavoured, by the moft 
friendly aad afFedionatc behaviour, to recöa* 
eile US to ourfelves ; and aflured us that no- 
thing (hould be wanting on his fide to pro- 
•mote our future profpexity and happinefs^ 
and then, enquiring for me by my namq, 
prefented me with that letter.'* 

Loui(a read the Earl's kind letter witk 
^eÜght ; and bleft her VilHers who had not 
forgotten the unfortünate Ponfonby. 

** When Mn Freeman nientioned Lord 
Claranbridge, I recoUeÄed the title ; he had 
been the intimate and valued friend of my 
father and General ConoUy: the bluQi of 
confcious unworthinefs crimfoned my face ; 
I feit the glow, and, as my trembling hand 
broke the feal, I thought within myfeKi this 
äsitnc of fenfibility and fliame will foon be 
3 quenched 
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qüenched for ever in the waves. I r^d it wit^ 
aftonißimeQt ; I turxied to thc fuperfcrip« 
tion, and read it again ; hope diiperfed thjii 
fhades ^hich had enveloped me, and I re« 
flefted on my intended fuicide withhorror; 
I was DO longer a friendlefs de(picable wretch ; 
Lord Claranbridge called my errors tha 
follies of youth; and not only forgave tbem, 
but promifed rtic a friend(hip my fat^er had 
long enjoyed. He haxl invited me to Rofe-» 
möunt 5— was k poflible! — perhaps I fhöuld 
be fo happy as to fee Mifs ConoUy there; to 
whom I owe3 the patronage of Mr. Free- 
man, and the kindnefs of the Earl. I Öiould 
tliank you fbx your goodnefs to me * you 
might, perhaps^ forget my crimcs when you 
faw I had repented of them j a^nd .a mkid fo 
gentle as yours wouid ceafe to defpife me : 
iherefere, previous to my.leaving the king'- 
dorn, I rcfolvcd- to accept th? fiajfrs invitap 
;•' c 2 tionj 
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tion ^ which refolve was ftrerigthened when 
Mr. Freeman, calKng me into another room, 
fliewed me an order frotn Lord Claranbridgc 
to pay me an hundred pounds, and.each of 
my companions thirty pounds, to fit them 
out fot thejr voyage, As it will be fome 
time before tbe veflels are ready to fail, the 
confiderate Mr. Freeman brought us to this 
Villa ; fearing that, if we ftaid in Cork city, 
we might bc tempted to go into Company, 
and be again extravagant : here he has ap- 
pointed a perfön to give us all the naufical 
inftrudion we ftand in need of for our voy- 
age ; and we enjoy, in this charming retirc^^ 
meiit, greater felicity than ever we expe- 
liencbd in our moft convivial focieties : our 
mornings are devoted to bufinefs or ftudy, as 
iiiclinations or abifity direfts j our after- 
noon to rural excurfions, which to-day has 
"been particularly fortunate, in giving us the 

felicity 
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ielicity of refcuing our benefadtrefs, whofe 
health is di;ank every day accompanied by 
three cheers. 'Ito be inftrumental to your 
relief, will give the fincercftjoy to a/i', hut 
to mey it gives räpture inexprcflible : I (hall 
no longer curfe the day of my birth, fince I 
was born to refcue and proteft Mifs Co* 
jioUy ; and, had I loft my life in her defcnce, 
I (bould have dicd happy/*' 



^J 
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CHAP. V. 



TERI^QR ANP MORTI|ICATION« 



L< 



rfOUJSA now began to grow verjr much. 
fatigued ^ her fpirks^ that wcre enlivened by- 
her refcue, no longer animated her ; and fhfi 
was convioced that her ftrength lay more ia 
idea than in reality. She thanked Mr. 
Ponfonby for h'is obliging narnitive, and was 
juft going tp teil him that (he muft fit dowa 
fc.rcÄ herfelf a littl<^ trhen oae of the men 
brought them word tfeat a poft-chaife and 
four, with two fervaöts on horfeback, wasi. 

fwiftly 
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fwiftly approaching» A purfuit was all- 
Louifa could tbink of ; and the dread of 
being retaken, and feeing her proteftors ßi- 
ciificed on her account, fiUed her foul with 
fuch terror, that, finkmg from the arm of 
Ponfonby,. ffie feil fenfelefs to the ground/ 
His conffernation at this acciderit was inex- 
preffible ; he took her m his arms» and rather 
ßew tban ran to convcy her from the ap* 
proaching chaifc. Wbcn hc had gainecf a 
more remote part of the foreft, he fat down 
en the grafs and fupported her head on his 
boiam ; her hat being troublefome, as the 
feathers were high, he took it ofr> and gazed 
6n her with terror and admiration, fearing 
the foul was fled for cver from the lovely 
£3rm his trembSng arm fiaftained . 

The carriage he had fo anxioufly fought 

te avoid, turned fuddenly towards them» 

and gaye him no time to remove his infen- 

c 4 üble 



31 ROSE-MOVHT CASTtE« 

fibJe chaige, whom he thought woiald now 
inevitably be torn from him : he faw the 
*^gentleman who was in the chaife look ear- 
neftly at them ; ))ut to his great joy, he paffed 
withaut taking any further notice, whicb 
convinced Ponfonby that he was not the 
cmployer of O'Slang, as he certainly would 
not have miffed an opportunity of taking. 
Mifs ConoUy frotn one who wjSunarmed>. 
and who, being on foot, could not havc 
overtaken fo fwift a convcyance. 

Sir Lucius Amorville, for it was him wha 
pafled them, reaily ipoke as he thought, 
in the account he gave at Rofe-Mount 
Caflle, as he had no idea that Mifs ConoUy 
had ^inted. 

Poor Charles, terrified at feeing her fo 
long deprived of fenfe, difpatched one of his 
companions to Mr. Freeman to inform him 
ef the circumilance« as he was füre, if (hc 

rccovered 
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recovered, which his fears made him doubt, 
flie would be too weak to walk the reft of 
the way. He then recollefted that hdies 
were feldom withoutrfome kind of eflence in 
their pockets ; he feit in hers, and luckily 
found a reftorative that foon proved effica- 
cious, and life once more animated the eye^ 
of Louifa» wbOj on recovering her fenfes, 
feJt very much confufed at her fituation : 
Ihe ftarted^fromtherfupporting arm of Pön- 
fonby with apparent' horror, and coldly 
« thanking him for his care,-attempted tö rife ; 
but found' herfelf too enfeebled, and was 
förced agaih to accept the affiftance fhe^ 
feemed tO' difdain. The humble Charles 
feverely feit the pang of being defpifed 5 ^ 
and, blufhing at his own unworthinefs, faul- 
teringly faid, 

** Do notj 1 entreat you, Mifs Genolly, 
reftife the. trifling aid your prtfent "fitüä-«' 
0.5 tioxv. 
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tion requires, though it is ofFercd by a wrctch 
whpfe fiarmer cpndud renden hinx unfit ta 
apprpafb you/* 

^VExcufe me^ Cr i .aow I am come to my 
Tccollcdtion, I am (hockcd at the ui^tatcful 
jnanner in which I repaid your kind atten* 
tion tq me ; pardon my nidenefs,^ and aflure 
yourfelf^ that I am truly fenfible of the great 
pbligatiofls I am under to you, both fot* 
hazarding your life in refcuing me, and 
for tjie trouble you have had with me 
fince.'* 

The wounded foul of Ponfonby was healcd 
by this conciliating fpeechj and he reco- 
vered bii fpirits as Loui& endeavoured to 
repair her ihvoluntary error, and reconcile 
him to himfelf, by regaining herjafualgentle 
politenefs, in which her love for Villiers, axu} 
l)9t ingratitude to Ponfonby, had ^ccafioned 
fycbalapfc. 

> Though 
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Though very unable, (he ftrove to walk 
llowly on ; and they foon had the happinefs 
of meeting the caniage, into which Mrs» 
Freeman had thfx)wn herfidf a» loon as it 
was ready, in onler to gtve all the afliftanee; 
in her power to the diftrefled Mifs ConoUy,. 
who wept for joy at feeing the excellent 
lady, and at recciving fuch a deUcale proof 
of her finendihip. When Ponfoaby put the 
ladies into the coadh^he bowed humbly, and 
was retirin^ but Mrs. Ftce^af^i defired hii» 
tö get in, faying, (he boped be wpuld hav^ 
the goodnefs to protedt them to Foreft Hills 
he. cooiplicd with aiacrity» and, a^ Louifai's 
yequeft^ gave that kind lady a particülar ^Qt 
count of the düfagreeable cvents of the d^y, 
as (he fouad herfelf toa m\idi indifpofed t(> 
talk, and indeed hardly abk to fuppof t her- 
&)f in tbe caftiagc« 

c6 CHJP. 
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CHAP. FL. 



THE MANSIÖN OF HOSPITAMTY . 

Ol^ theirarrival at Foreft Hill, Louife 
was reeeived by Mr. Freeman witb almoft 
paternal affedVion y and he expreffed his ad- 
miration of her conduft in- r^ard to the 
Defenders,^ and the obligations (he.had con-» 
ferred on himby tnaking him infbnunental to 
their refonnation, in fuch fincere and heart?» 
feit terms» that Louifa experienced a fubli« 
mity of delight uhknown to tbofe who live 
for themfelves alone. 

Mrs* 



Mrs. Freemah« could not prevail on her. 
tatake aiiy refrefbinent; except teav as (he 
was verythirfty, and had not tbe leaft appe« 
tite for a more/folid repaft; this (he faid 
wsfö her breakfaft, not having tafted any 
thing fince Ihe aröie. Finding. heifelf tod 
much difordered to enjoy converfation, (he 
foon retired, but did not obtain the xeipoik 
her delicate ftate of health requifed aftCF 
fuch a-day of terror andfatigue : her (hört 
flumbers weredifturbed by frightful dreams ;. 
again (he was ai prifoner in the wretched 
hovel,, fuffbcated with the fmoke, and fick 
at the fight of the kid,.which,. half raiv>. the 
man and woman wereeating for tfaeirdin«- 
ner r when^ they had^ fatisfied tbemfelves^ 
(he^ thought the woman dragged^ her to it^ 
and tfareatened to: kill her with a rufty knife 
tbat (he giaTped in her hand,,if (he^did not eat 
fornt^of it : overcome by the offenfivc fmcll> 

and 

4 
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and terrified at her disuiger» (he awakened in 
an agooy ; and it was fome time before (hd 
eould recover her bewfldered (enfes. 

In another (hört dofe, Ponionby and hk 
companions wcpe murdered ; (he faw them^ ' 
bleeding on the gpound^ and fled over* 
thorns and nettles» or waded through the 
fwamps» purfued by creätwres ftill more ter i 
f ific than thofe of the hovet j they ieized 
hold of her hair as it flew behind her, and 
pulled her down '^ (he ftru^led to free her* 
felf from the fwampy ground j (he catched 
at the briars which grew at the (ide ; they 
gave way, and (he funk deeper ftill! the 
wtetches laughcd loudly at herdifbrefs, and the- 
Jaugh awakened her : (he ftarted up in het 
bed ; it was day-light ; her lips^vere par'ched ;. 
her head ached violently ; (he daretl not Ue 
down i (he dreaded to clofe her eycs. 

Whea 
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Wten (he heard thc fcrvalrits ftirring, flie 
nmg tbe bell» and defired to have fome milk 
and water« Mrs. Freeman (bon ca re in to 
fee her; and» on findtng her (b ili, fent ini'« 
mediately for tbeir apothecary,. who iaid the 
fever thalt appeared fo alarming at prefent» 
would go off entirely, if Oie could gel into 
an eafy fleep ; to promote which, he woukl 
fend her a medicine to take dtredly. It 
had tbe defired effed ; fhe ilept comfort- 
ably for fome hours 3 her head was better» 
but (he wa$ too weak and low to think of 
gettingup; yet» as (he hoped to be weli 
enoügh to bear the journey the next day» 
ihe would not fend to Lady Emily» not 
knowing whether (he was at ConoIIy Park 
or Rofe-Mount. 

Thegood Mrs. Freeman ftaid in Loui&'s 
room all day, and watched overher witb the 
tendernefs of a möther : Ihe was able to fit 
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up to tea 5 and, though forry to deprive 
the gentlemen of Mrs. Freeman*s Company, 
owned tbat (he found great comfort in her 
GonvetiTation^ wfaich was fenfible and entere 
taining. 

Having flept in the day, fhe did not go» 
to bcd very early, and a fecond medicine 
procured her a. very good^ night 5 Ihe lay 
, tili late in the morning,. but arofe fo much 
recovered, that (he was able to go down ta 
dinner^r 

Mr. and- Mrs V Frecman were happy to (ee 
her able topartakeof a repaft; which, in this 
manfion of hofpitality, was indeed the feaft* 
of reafon to. thofe who knew that the remains' 
of thek elegant, their fubftantial dinners, 
were every morning diftributed to the ncigh- 
bouring poor ; not with oftentatious parade, 
but with that.filent.delicacy which ever di(^ 

tißguiflic» 
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tmfhucs thc gifts of Hberaliiy from tbofe of 
pride. 

Mr. Freeman, whofe cxtenfive mercantile 
knowledge was embelliflied by a liberal edu- 
cation, and a tafte for the belle lettresy was 
one of the moft inftrucäive and cntcrtaining 
companions in the world. 

And, though the weeds of fcJly and difli- 
pation had for a time covered the ftowers of 
learning and honöur tbat early bloomed in 
tbc mind of Charles Ponfonby, they had not 
deßroyed them ; and when repentance orfti- 
vated the foil, the flowers agaia dHplayed 
their beauties, and opened into^ perfeiEtion» 
beneath the aninaatine; warmth of friend^ 
fliip and benevolence ;, though modeft aad 
unafluming, he cöuld join in converfation, 
cn the moft learned and elegant topics with 
oinembarraffed fluencj^ and nervous reafon- 
iqg i forj^ : add^id tg a retentive memory, he 

pofleffed 
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poflcfled a fufficient knowledgc of the worlcf 
to difcriminate with judgment. * 

Mifs Conally and Mrs. Freeman were 
happy m the Company of two gentlemen? 
who were above thinkihg, that women were 
only to be entertaincd with. frivolous fub- 
jeds, 

Mr, Freeman, who always thoüght the 
l'idies graced his table, and gave a brilliant 
vivacity to the difcourfe, ncvcf woüldpei!- 
mit them to quit it wjien bis parties were 
feleÄ i and whea they were large, kis pre* 
fence, though the ladies were retired, always. 
eorrefted the licentious tongue,,, and ren- 
dered his dinoer hall the templ« ol hilarity^ 
Bot the den of Circe.. A profufion of ex- 
cellent wines, adorned his board ; but bis 
guefts were thofe who wiflied to cnliven not 
Jufify themfelves, and: who were ambitious 
tQ^ (bi^e, not 2te tbe beft drinkers, but as the 
^ . ' befl 
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beft {peakefs in the Company. Mr. Free- 
itian did not defire iofave his wine}, he would 
give it by dozens to reftore health to the 
fick, or to cheer the heart of old age ; his 
defire was to fave his fellow-creatures from 
the difgracc of a temporary idiotifm or Iti- 
nacy — to fave them from the kughter of 
fools and the conteöipt of the wife. 

Louiia propoTed fetting out carty the nexi 
morning for Rofo-Mount CafUe, as flie 
thought it would be iäfer for her to refide 
there for ferne tiqie) than (o return to Co-« 
aotly Park. Mr« and Mr$. Freeman and 
Mr. Ponfönby wcrc to acconfipany hcn 
Füll of gratitude for their kindoefs, and de«» 
lighted witb the hopes of a fecond happjF 
meeting with her Villiers, who (be was cer* 
t^in muft have been greatly alarmed för h^r, 
fiie went to reft cheerful and eafy» after havw 
i^ ipeiit a vety »gr^^ble evening. But 

poor 
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poor Mr. Freeman was attacked in the night 
mtii fo fevere a fit of the gout, to which he 
was fubjeft, that he was unable tatake the 
journey he intended ; and, though he faid all 
that he could think of, to induce Mrs, Free^ 
man to accompany Mifs Conolly, (he was 
too good a wife to let even politeneis makc 
her offer to quit Mr. Freeman in fiich a fitu- 
ation. Louifa feit greatly difeppointed ;. yet, 
though no lady was more fenfible o£ thr 
ruies öf pfopriety, or more obfervant ii^ 
keeping of them„ than fhe was ; in a cafe of 
heceffity flie could rif^.above forms; and, 
confcious of the rccftitude of hei? own heart, 
mäde no.fcrupleof trufting herfelf once more 
to the protedion of the humbl^ and brave 
Ponfonby, rather than delay giving her 
ffiends the latisfadtion of fecingher in fafety 
after fuch an unexpeded abfenqe. The 
chaife was^ therefore orderedJnfteaci*of the 
.•, ■ j coach^ 
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Coach, and three of Mr, Freeman's fervants, 
well armed, to attend them ; two were to 
return with the chaife, the other and his* 
own horfe, which he faid would grow idle 
wbile he was laid up, he defired Mr. Pjn- 
fonby would keep during his ftay at Rofe- 
Mount, 

** Oblige me fo far," faid the confiderate 
gentleman, " as to appear there like my fon ; 
and believe me, my dear fellow, I fliould bc 
liappy if you were fo in reality. I have loft 
two fine boys and a girl j — I have no ne- 
phews: confult withLordClaranbridge; and, 
if mercantile affairs are agreeable to your in- 
jclinations, I will give you all the inftrudions 
necefTary^ and a fliare of the extenfive trafEc 
J have carried on for many years with 
credit." 

Ponfonby replied with his native humi- 
Iky., £hat he muft prove himfelf dcfcrying 

fuch 



46 ROSE'MOUNT CASTLE* 

Tuch a confidence by years of unblcmiöicd 
probity and ftri<5t reftituue of conduÄ, before 
he could dare to accept of it. 

Louifa took an afTe&ionate leave of hcf 
kind fricnds, and fincerely regretted the 
caufe that prevented them from accompany*» 
ing her to Rofe-Mount. ' 



CHAP. 
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CHjIP. FlI. 



A PATHETIC RETROSPECT, AND A DIS- 
AGREEABLE RECEPTION. 



JLf Charles Ponfonby could exult in tlie 
pleafing hope of being prefentcd to Louifa 
by Lord Claranbridge as the fpn of his 
friend, how much more was hc elated by 
the thought of being prefcnted to Lord 
Claranbridge by Louifa herfclf as her pro- 
teftor ; a title, to him far dearer and more 
glorious than the higheft a monarch could 
confer.— He loved Lmifa. The night he 
«ntered her houfe, he thouglit her the love- 

lieft 
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lieft creature he had ever beheld ; and the 
gentlenefs of her manners, the humanity of 
her conduft, convinced him her perfedt form 
contained a foul as perfeA ; and, that he 
bad rendered himfelf defpicable in the eyes 
of the only woman whofe regard he would 
. have given worlds to obtain, drove him to 
dcfpair : propitious fate had ordained him 
to deliver her from an alarming fituation ; 
he received her thanks. Her warm expref- 
fions of gratitude, and her flattering recol- 
leftion of his attention to her when a child, 
aflured him that fhe did not hate Um : — (he 
would think of him, perhaps, when he was 
far away, as of one not totally unworthy hex 
friendflhip ; it was all he dared to hope for ; 
and he found himfelf Joothed^ not elaUd^ by 
her behaviour. 

Louifa was in remarkable fpirits ; fhe was 
going to De RoufiUon s flic fliould foon 

bc 
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be furrounded by friends, rejoicing in her 
fafety. She had been the means of provid- 
ing in an honourable manner for men «vhofe 
neccffiries nlore than inclinations had kept 
them in a ftate obnoxious to civil fociety ; 
from that .ftate too, flie-had drawn the fricnd 
of her childhood, the amiable youth her 
fat^her loved ; and whofe affiduities and 
ahnoft filial affeftion to her mother/tnadc 
an early impreflion on her mind ; for often 
had (he feen him draw the fmile of appro« 
bation from thofe lips that were too (bon 
clofed by death, as he gently fuited his fteps 
to the flow feebie ones of decHning health, 
and fupported on his arm the beautiful but 
fragile form of a parent, whom fhe could 
ncver think of without tendernef3 and for- 
row y and whofe lofs flie moft feverely feit, 
as it at once banilhed her from her home, 
her father, and Charles Ponfonby, whom (he 
VOL. II. D had 
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had always regarded as a brother : (he en- 
quired after him, when the General came to 
her convent to take her to Belvoir; and 
when (he heard that poor Charles had dif- 
obliged her father by his imprudence, flie 
wept for his errors 3 and thought, if her nio- 
therhadlived, their hpufe woüld.|j^vebeen 
his home, and he could not have got into 
bad Company. Shc now flattered herfelf, 
that the fpirits of parents, whofe memory 
fhe reverenced, muft behold lier cöndudt, in 
regard to their once-loved Charles Ponfonby, 
with approbation and pleafure. 

Thus reconciled to themfelves, Ponfonby 
and Louifa were agreeable companions to 
each other ; nor did they find the way from 
Foreft-Hill to Rofe-Mount tedious, as they 
only ftopped on the road to change horfes. 

Louifa's hfart beat with joy when fliefaw 
the white towers; and then thought the 

chaife 
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chaife would never get up the hill to the gate 
of the Caftle, her impatience was fo great to 
throw lierfelf into the arms of its inhabi- 
tants. 

Philippine and Villiers, watchful of every 
carriage, were at a window and faw theni 
alight ; they faw Louifa accept the oiFered 
arm of her Companion, who exadtly an- 
fwered the defcription Sir Lucius had given ^ 
fury flaflbed in the eyes of Villiers, and he 
wildly exclaimed — 

" Damnation ! can it be poffible ! — Sir 
Lucius is right i and I am wretch, deceived, 
forfakenl Fickle, infultingwoman! tobring 
him here^ to glory in her levity ! — Refent it. 
Philippine ! refent a condudt fo cruel to 
your brother — -fo difgraceful to your friend !" 

Saying this^heruflied out of the room, and 

down a pair of back flairs that led him a con- 

trary way to that by which they were to enter. 

D 2 Lady 
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i,ädy l^hilippine ftöod motionlefs, not know- 
ing wEether fhe oufght to meet Lomfa, or 
follow her ffantic brother, whom fhe faw 
did not return to his own apartment, though 
lie had jiift fat down to Iiave his hair drefled 
*when fhe called him to look at the chaife, 
and had it all .foofe a^bout his fhöuldefs. 
While fhe was formmg a thoufand conjec- 
'lures, falfe äs they were rapid, ä fervant came 
to inform her Mifs Conolly was come. Lord 
Claranbridge, who had alfo feen them alight, 
fentimmediately to'inform hisniece : fhewent 
"döWn reltiStant/y^'fov the firfl time fihce fhe 
had kdoWn her, to rrieet Louifa ; who, feel- 
irig no embarxäflment at the fight of Philip- 
pine, flew to her with ^11 the krdour of true 
friehdfhip, but fotihd herfelf receivcfi with 
the hioft referved gravity. Shc was afto- 
nifhed ; the 'Earl and Cöuntefs had met her 
with their accuflöiiled politen^fs, arid when 

fhe 
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flie introduced Mn Ponfonby to them, they 
behaved in fo cpurteous a oianner, that it 
diffipated the confufion he feit oa account 
of his paft life. Lady Philippine came in 
before fhe Jiad time to teil thecn how niuch 
ftie wa^ obliged. to him ; and nöw ftie was fo 
difconccrted (he cpuld fcarce give ptt^rance 
to thefe few words : — 

« Dear Philippine, why this cpldnefs? 
this ftraDge gravity, fo v?ry unlikc youc- 
felf?" 

?^ It is ^ouj Lpuifa, whq have ceafed to 
be hke yourfelf j — who have deftroyed, in a 
few days, the friendfl>ip of yeai^, — and afted 
unworthy the name of Conolly, or thefriend 
of PhiUppine." 

" HoldLmift^ken lady,** faid the glowing 
Ponfonby» -'* nor fuppofe for a moment that 
Mife Conolly can difgrace her name y when 

D 3 y o 
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you have heard her ftory, you will be forry. 
that you have judged fo illiberally." 

"., You, who are the hero of that ftory, 
"ought certaiijily to ftand forth the champion 
of her charafter." 

^ " You are too hafty, Phihppine ; I fee 
no right that you have to refent the conduÄ 
of Louifa." 

" Excufe me, my Lord, I feel myfelf 
an injured perfon, — injured in the moft de- 
licate point/* 

" Capricious girl ! when fhe was away, 
you vindicated her with ardour, and now (he 
is returned, you are the firft to condemn 
her.'* 

" Becaufe (he has returned in a manner 
that convinces me of her duplicity." 

Poor Louifa was fo fhocked at this dif- 
agreeable and unexpefted reception^ that 

her 
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her tears rendered her incapable of inter- 
rupting a converfation that was incompre- 
henfible, while the amazed Ponfonby re- 
garded her ,.with fuch filent yet expreflive 
tendernefs, that Lady Philippine, who had 
not heard who he was, beheld him . with 
deteflation, as the feducer of her friend, ana 
the deftroycr of her brotber's happincfs. 



P4 Cfl^, 
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CHAP. *V11L 



AN EMBARRASSING MtSTAKE« 



w, 



HEN Louifa had recovered herfelf ^a 
little, fhe went to Lady Philippine, and, 
taking her hand, faid, 

" Dear Lady Philippine, I cannot bear 
your indifFerence j it- wounds me to the 
heart : have you known me fo long,--known 
every emotion ofthat heart, fince my child- 
hpod— and can you now, unheard, condemn 
me ? believe me, when you have heard all 
that I have fuffered, you will pity me, and 
. ^ . . ' be 
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he forjy for the un^d reception that yoa 

-haye glvenme." 

" My dear Ma'am, Philippine has made a 
feriaus aiTairof what, J thJnk, pught to be 
^ ni^tt.er of iftdifference to us ^11 : you have 
certaiply devipjted greatly from that deljcacy, 
that nige p.ropiiety of conduft for w^ich yopx 
were.efteemed ar\d ^dmired by allwho knew 
you : but you are entirely miftrefs of your- 
felf ; no one, in my opinion, has a right ta 
foyitrol or repr^a'ch you/' 

" Your words, my Lord, more than Lad^ 
Philippine's^ throw a fufpicion of {qme error 
in my condu<3: of which I am perjfedüy U4- 

^deferving3 a fufpicion, lihould have hopedi 
the wbole tenor of my life would have ex- 
empted mefro^j.« J muft have been injured 
in your opinion by iomQ/alfe report \ 1 will 
flpt (^efire to bear what it is ^ tili, by zft 

. .^q^eferved recital of all that has haj)peiiedi 
D 5 to 
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to me fince the morning I left my home, I 
have cleared myfelf from injurious afper- 
fions." 

" You have already cleared yourfelf in 
part, Madam, by your appearance at Rofe- 
Mount Caftle, which I am füre you coukl 
not have entered in a diflionourable charac- 
ter: and, though I think your elopement 
was unneceflary, and the preference that you 
have given to this young man, inconfiderate 
and hafty, I hope his fiiture J^ehaviour will 
not difgrace his own refpeftable name, or 
injure ihe charader or peace of General 
Conolly*s daughter by her conneftion wifh. 
him. Do not look fo abaflied Madam, 
though you feem to have forfeited the friend- 
fhip of Lady Philippine ; / have promifed 
mine to Ponfonby : and you may find con- 
tent in the nanovv bound$ of your paternal 
eftate; if, furfeited wtfh a life ofdiffipation, 

your 



ROSE-MOUKT CASTLE. 59 

hufband can confine himfelf to rural amufe:- 
ments and conjugal felieity." i 

It. is impoffible to exprefs the difFerent 
fenfations of Louifa and Ponfonby at this 
fpeech ; (he (hrunk with horror at the title 
of her hußand being given to any but Vil- 
Üers De RoufiUon : yet, though Ihe gloried 
in a flame that even his fuppofed death 
could not extinguilh, pnidence bid her con- 
ceal it from his uncle : afraid^ thereforc, of 
- declaring her real lentiments» flie remained 
in filent confufion, while her blulhes and her 
downcaft eyes confirmed the Earl in his 
opinion. 

Ponfonby fek a thouJänd flattering hopes 
and fears : " rural amufements and conjugal 
felicity," fhared with Louifa,, prefented the 
blifs of paradife to his Imagination ; and rap- 
ture fparkled in his eyes as they glanced on 
the lovely objedt of his wiflies : and, a ftran- 
D 6 gcr 
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-ger to Üje real ftate of her mind, he was 
fiattered by emotions which, had he known 
their caüfe, would have chillcd him with 
xkfpair. 

La<ly Philippine was more exa^fperated 
againft t'he rival of her brother, when ftie 
heardJiewas thatPon{bnby,ifi whofe favour 
he Imd fo vvarmly interefted himfelf, than fhe 
had beeft before. 

Louifa'^ prefence of mind foon returned 
to her aid ; (he fäid, 

"I have no other way -to clear up the veiy 
great miftake that I find my unfortunate 
abfence has occafioned, than to entreat your 
Lordfliip's attention for a very Httle while ; 
and, asiam.fure you will not doubt my 
veracity, I can eafily. prove that I am not 
unworthy the friendlhip of Lady Philippine 
er your Lordfliip's proteftion ; for, to foli- 
cit iAai I carae to Rofe-Mount, not think- 

ing 
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iDg jt was fafe to return to Conolly Park^ 
after having been fo förcibly conveyed from 
it. I was refcued from ruffians by Mr» Pon- 
fonby,> who is here in .confequence of your 
Lordüiip-s invitation ;. and how /<:ame t<> 
be with him, acd alone^ I can eafily expJain.. 
Terror, fatigue, and illnefs, have weakened , 
my fpirits^ and your uni;indne{s, my Phiiip- 
pine, will opprefs them quite : aflure your- 
felf, that I am returned your own unalter ei 
Louifa Conolly."' \ 

" Convince nie of that^ and I will gladly 
confefs my error, and afk your forgivenefsJ*' 

" It is unlucky,'*" faid the Countcfsy 
^' tha.t Lady Emily is at Conolly Park ; but 
I will fand one of the men for your fervants 
and clotlies, Mifs GonoUy^ and to let her . 
I^adyfhip know that you are here, that die 
may haften back to Rofe-Mount.'' 

t «Your 
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" Your Ladylhip is very kind ; but wiH 
Lord Claraobridge have the goodnefs to 
grant rae'his proteftion ?" - 

" With pleafure, my dear Louifa, fince 
you have not ran away wilfully to fcek the 
protedtion of any body elfe : I long to hear 
your ftory ; but will poftpone my curiofity 
tili Villiers is here, r4io has been very anx> 
ious aboüt his little öfter :• go with Philip- 
pine and agreeably furprife him.'* 

" He is dreffing moft likely/* faid the 
Countefs ; ** therefore, if Louifa pleafes, (he 
(hall give US her adventures with the defert ; 
flie will then be refrelhed ; and Sir Dennis 
Malone and Sir Lucius, who have been par- 
takers in our various conje6tures, and may 
have forrned falfe opinions,. will hear the 
eclairciflement." 

" You are right, my dear -, as Mifs Cof 
jQolly's elopement has been publicxher vin- 

dicatiou 
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dication ought to be fo too. Do not let this 
miftake embarrafs you, Mr. Ponfonby ; you 
are heartily welcome to Rofe-Mount on your 
own account ; and, if you havc bravely ref- 
cued this lady from any danger, you will be 
doubly fo to us all ; and, when you know 
the caufe of our fufpicions, you will not 
wonder at them : my fervant (hall attend 
you to your apartments.'^ 

Louifa, though flie wifhed to have the 
explanation over,. was not lorry for the poft- 
ponement. They now feparatcd to drefs ; 
and Lady Philippine fent Dorothy to affifl 
Louifa, and fupply her with every cHangc (lue 
ftood in need of \ but Qie could not be pre- 
vailcd on to make any alteration ia her dreß, 
though (he knew her habit was improper : 
her fpirits were depreffed, and Ihe went into 
the gardea in bopes the air would enllven 

her. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



MELANCHOLY REFLECTIONS. 



lND \s this the meeting I anticipated 
with fo much pleafure," faid Louifa to her* 
felf : " am I never to be happy at Rofe- 
mount I — bere I wepfe the death öf Villiers ;. 
and am l here to weep his indifference !*— if 
he believes me falfe, — if he has caught the 
prejudice againft me> that has fo unaccount- 
ably mifled his family — how can I fupport 
myfelf if he too receives me with the chill- 
ing look of conterapt! — tears will difcaver 

the 
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the feeling? of my hcart, or I (ball fink to 

the ground opprefled with unutterabk an- 

giüfli. Oh, Villiers! my generous Villiers! 

can you fuppofe for a moment that your 

Louifa can adk derogatory to the profeffions 

(he has fo long gloried in ? yet, could I 

havethought my friendwould havewounded 

my foul by fuch unkindnefs I — cruel Philip-i 

pine ! you have unnerv^d me more thftu tbo 

terrific figures in the hovel j — you make xm 

fear to meet my Villiers : I tremblö with 

apprehoQfion like a gyilty coward. Merci^ 

ful Heavepl ^o I cieferve fuch repeated 

affliftions ? — wbat have I donc ? — ^was I too 

much elatöd at feöing De Roufillon alive, — 

at hearing him renjaw his vows of }ovc, 

which are flill, ßi/J contrary to the wiflies of 

bis family. Oh ! if I have been too vain, 

too felfifbf it is fit I (hould be punilhcd— » 

perhaps more fevereJy, — more?- no, it is 

impoffible 
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impoffible, ViUlers loves me too well to fuf-^ 
peft me of infidelity." 

' During thefe uneafy refledtions, (he had 
wandered into the weftern garden, and a 
profped opened to her view, that fhe had 
long beheld with an expanfion of foul that 
made it fecm too narrowly confined in its 
little manfion, and anxious to.fly with her 
unbounded thought, to feek De Roufillon — 
firft, in the well remembered and much 
regretfed environs of his paternal villas^ — 
and fince, in the.regions of blifsj while 
it fluttered with the pleafing expedtation of 
being united to him for ever, 

Now (he re-traeed her favourite paths, 
and gazed on the profpedt with very diflfe* 
rent fenfations : her thoughts na long^ 
flew over the wide Atlantic in fearch of & 
diftant Ipver : nor were the> devoutly turned 
to hcaven, petit ioning to join the fpirit of 

hiai 
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him for whom alone Ihe had wiflied to live. 
At every movement of a leaf, at every dalh 
of the tide againfl the rock, her hcart beat 
with the hope of feeing him near her, and 
fhrunk, fad and difappointed, when die 
found herfelf deceived. Pafling through an- 
arch formed by the rock, (he ftood ori the 
fand, fo wrapt in thought, that (he fcarce 
perceived her feet were wa(hed by the fea, 
as it roUed gently towards them, though her 
eyes were apparently fixed on its rimpled 
furface, tili (he was roufed from her reverie 
by the wild exclamation of — 

** Oh, Heaven, I hayelived too long!—* 
why did I not p^rifh with my father ! Louifa 
has deftroyed my peace ; her cruel band has 
transfixed my too fond, too fufceptible heart 
with a barbed arrow that will torture me for 
ever ! — I will not, cannot bear it -, — trcachc- 
rous deceiver!" 

Loui(k, 
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Louifa, who from the firft word had be- 
held her Villiers bending over the extremity 
of the rock under which fhe ftood, his hair 
flying without a ribban, his arms folded, 
and his looks exprefllve of the agonizing 
,füry that raged in his mind, Ihrieked fo vio- 
lently at the apprehenfion of feeing him 
plunge into the fpa, over which he fo dange- 
rpufly hung, that he turned haftily, and, to 
his great furprife, faw t^e ohjeft of his 
thoughts hurrying, with uplifted hand$, and 
with her ty^ f^xed upon himfelf, into th^ 
wavesj alarmed at the dänger he faw hpr 
Fulhing into; cvery thoyght but that of 
faving her was.foTgot:; and, not daring to 
lofe tim^, he jumped öfjf the point, and 
caught her in his ariiis, breath|efs with ter- 
ror ; fhe had not loft her fenfes, though for 
(bmemompnts fpeech and motiön were £i& 
pended i her looks expreffed her joy at his 

fafety 
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läfety, and her thanks fbr his tender care, as 
he bore her to th§ neareft grotto, and featcd 
her on a couch of mofs. 

He regarded her with a mixture of lovc 
and defpair, dreading to break a filence that 
feemed the pabfe of mifery -, he read love in 
her looks; but her tongue would con- 
firm his fears, and declare her the wife of 
another ! 

The; pleafure Louifa feit at having an 
öpportlinity of fpeaking to Villiers without 
witneffes, had diflipated all her anxiety. 

** Why did you call me cruel, niy Villiers, 
why treacherous ? hcKv have I deferved thefe 
epithets?" 

" Have you not foifaken me ? — are you 
not the ^vife of — I do not know who — the 
•man you eloped to ? — and is this band no 
iönger mine ?-^how <:ould you dare to fei- 

fify 
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fify thofe promifes you have fo oftcn made 
tomer' 

" How rather can you^ miftaken' Villiers ! 
dare to afk tliat queflion of one who has 'fo 
openly confeffed her love for you ever fince 
(he was of an age to diftinguifh merit ?'* 

" Louifa, why do you talk of what is 
paft ? you thought me dead, and therefore, 
beftowed your afFeftions on another : I dare 
not accufe for ihat \ I Jcnow you had a right 
— but why did you deceive me at my re- 
turn ?" 

" / did not deceive you \ you are unge- 
nerous to doubt my veracity, to believe me 
falfe to my vows." 

** Did you not go away \ did you not— 
periQi the wretch who has robbed me of all 
the treäfure I had left — of my Louifa'slove ! 
he (hall not live to boaft of it ^ I will deftroy 
him for the theft." 

•*Hold 
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*' Hold, De, Roufilon ! whom will you 
deftroy?" 

" Him whom you have brought to toy 
with before my face ; you will lean on his 
bofom as you did in the foreft." 

" Ah ! who told you that I leaned on his 
bofom ?'* 

" Sir Lucius Amorville, who pafled by 
and faw you.** 

" The myftery is explained, and I forgive 
your fufpicions -, appearances were certainly 
againft me." 

" Appearances! realiiiesy Louifa^ were 
you not happy with him, and forgetful of 
your vows to me ?" 

" No, my Villiers, I was not happy ünlefs 
a total Tufpenfion of the faculties can be 
called a ftate of happinefs. — Sit down calmly 
and hear me.'* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
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AN EXPLANATION. 



L( 



^OUISA, after fhe had given Villiers a 
flight but fatisfäftory iketch of what had 
happened, faid, 

^* Do not look graVe, my Lord ; I can- 
not wonder at your behaviour, nor at Lady 
Philippine's ; you had great reafon to fuf^ 
pe6t me." 

*• Dear Louifa, can you forgive me ? — I 
ought to have doubted every thing rather 
than your love : but my fufFerings muft 

expiatc 
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cxpiate my fault. Oh! had you feen my 
agonies, — myileeiJefsnights, — my diftrafted 
däys ! had you feen how I was toroiented by 
the fears of Lord and Lady Claranbridge^ 
left I (hould leave the CalUe to purfue you ; 
and, by my own fears for you, you muft bavc 
thought me deferving of your pity : but in 
this paroxyfm of jealoufy, my foul has been 
tortured, — racked by pangs, fo new, fo into- 
lerable;— oh, my Louißi! they prove how 
dear, how n;ery dear you are to me : even 
liow I envy Ponfonby his blifs — of refcuirig, 
and prötedling you at the hazard of hislife; 
why was that* tränlport denied to me ? 
why was I not there to fnatch you fnfet 
danger/' -^ ^ 

" Hark » I hear Lady Philippine calliög 
you; let us meet her,'* 

They quitted the grotto, aiid ViOiers 
anfwered his fifter, whom theyfo:n met^ 

VOL. II. £ and 
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and (he w^ agreeably furpri&d to fee him as 
ouich tfatifported with joy, as he had been 
diilmfted with jealouiy and defpair a little 
labile befo»^ but, their drsfs immediately 
catching her cyes, flie cxclaimed — " Mercy 
on me ! wkere have you been ? were you fo 
r^gardiefs of your way, that you have walked 
aip to your knees in the fea ?" 

They had beea.too much occupied with 
^eir interefting difcourfe to think of their 
vet bafoilimeots ; and, at Lady Fhilippine's 
jexdamatioD, looked on each other with af* 
tonilhment. 

** TeM mt, my Louiü^ what motive im- 
pdied you to rufli fo terrified towards the 
fea, when I fo fortunatdy catched you from 
inevit^lc danger?" 

** Your difordered lootc^, your wild ex- 
pefllons, and dangerous fituati^n, alarmed 
mti l feared that you were going to throw 

. yourfelf 
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yourfelf from the poirit, and ran for^ard 
determined to fave or perifli with you.*^ 

Villiers, preffing Louifii to his bofom, 
thanked her moft ardently for.thisadditional 
proof of her afTeAion ; and then gave his 
fiiler an account of what had pafied fince he 
parted from her fo abruptly on the arrival öf 
Louiia. 

" Upon my word you are a moft roman«' 
tic couple ; when I have not äny thinjg^lfe 
to amufe me, I will write a növel, and make 
you the hero and heroine öf the piece. If 
we meet any body, what excufei?aa we make 
for the wet condition you are both in ? what 
probable iie (hall I invent for you ? I have 
no very great talent at an extempore falC» 
faood^ thercfore for hcaven's fake mistke 
hafte into your own room, or you will not 
be drefled by dinner; and our cüriofity is 
fo (harp fet for the. defert Lmifa is to treat 

B 2 US 
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«s witb, that the courfes will bc hurried- 
You, brother, like a felfifl] glutton, bave de- 
voured a great part by way of luncheon ; 
but Ifancy it has not cloyed your appetite ; 
you will enjoy the remainder without fatiety. 
And now, Mi/s Louifa^ pray to me in an 
•liiMnble prctty manner for the clothes you 
wcre fo proud as to refufe juft now 5 — ^will 
you have them, or go to bed ?" 

** I will accept any thing of my own dear 
Philjppinc ; but I did not choofe to b'e obli- 
gated to that ftrange ill-natured lady wbpiij 
2 xnet at my arrival." 

"Oh, the pride of confcious innocence!* 
well, I will fojgive you, «nd fend Doröthjf 
oncemorewith thethingsyou de^ifed.** 

Louifa and De Roufillon were dreffed by 
the laft dinner bell, and entered the faloon 
with a cheerfulnefs, of which Lady Philip- 
pine only knew the caufc; Ponfonby wa^ 

there^ 
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there y and the two Baronets came in imme» 
diately after. Villiers, whofe jealoufy was 
at an end, fliook hands with Mr. Ponfonby 
in the moft friendly manner, faying, 

" My dear fir, you claim the gratitude and 
afFeftbn of all Mifs Conolly's fricnds for 
bravcly refcuing her at the hazard of yoxir 
life; thofe are enviable marks, Mr. Pon- 
fonby, and I fincerely rejoiee they were not 
niore dangerous wounds.*' 

Lady Philippine expreffed her thanks in 
the warmeft terms, and politely apolo^zed 
for the mde reception (he gave him and 
Mifs Coiiolly, which flie affured hira was 
caufed by a miftake, which, after dinncr, 
would be cleared up. 

Sir Lucius, who, as ibon as he faw Pon* 
fonby, rccoUedledthcfcene in theforeft, fsdd 
to him. 



"1 
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** I eongratulate you, Sir, on your happi- 
xiefs j to be tbe fevounte of the ladies, and 
the envy of the mcn is, in my opinion, a yery 
defirable iituation 3 don't you think fo, Sir 
Dennis?" 

He turned carelefliy on bis heel, and 
tooked füll at the Baronet, whofe face was 
crimfbn^ with indignation, and whofe eyesr 
fiaihed with fury asi he bent them on Pon«^ 
^ fonby 3 while, biting his lips» he feemed to 
fwell with apaffion he endeavoured to flifle ; 
»ot daring to traft himfelf with words, Icft 
l>e Ihould betray emotions his pride was 
a&a,id to confeis» he turned to a window that 
was near hinx, and continued a füllen taci** 
turnity, which thofe who kncw his attach-» 
ment to Mifs Conolly, imputed to jealoufy. 
The Earl and Coimtefsj^ who greatly pitied 
him, kindly ftrove to relieve his mind by 
CQQverfmg at dinner on the moft general and 

livelf 
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lively fubjefts, in which they were ably fup- 
ported by all at the table jexcept Louifa, 
who was too much difconcerted by the ihe- 
nacing looks of the angry Baronet, to retain 
the fpirits with which fhe entered the room j 
and, when Lord Qaranbridge claimed her 
promifcd recital, (he could fcarce colleft her 
thoughts fufficientiy ta «xprcfs herfelf with 
the pcrfpicuity (he wi(hed,and in which, if 
unembafrafledy (he excelled moft pf her fex : 
unfortunately (he was feated oppofite Sir 
Dennb, w1k> fixed.his eyes on her^ as if oa 
purpofe to intimidate. 

Sir Lucius, with his ufual non-chalance, 
fat-picking his fine teeth, and admiring their 
beauty, with a thoughtlefs attention, in the 
mirror of his tooth-pick cafe s or, recovering, 
himfelf^ with an a(reä:ed (igh languifhingly 
gazed on Lady Philippinen as if no other 
£ 4 obje£t 
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objeöV in the room was worth attending 

Moft fincerely did poor Louifa wifh that • 
Sir Dennis was employed in the fame nnian^ 
Den Sbe» however, notwitbftandii^ his 
xudenefs, acquitted herfelf with her ac-« 
cuftomed grace, and iuterefted her hearersi 
forher» in every iituation ihe pathetically 
defcHbed. 



CHAf^ 
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CHJP. XIT. 



VAGÜE C0NJECTÜRE8. 



••Ti 



HAT vile hovd, and its ftiU viler 
inhabitants," exclaimed Lord Claranbridge, 
•• (ball be fought for ; and rewards offered 
for the apprehending of Richard who tre-r 
panned her fo artfuUy tA it -y — a wretch to 
play on her humanity only to betray her !** 

" Let no time be loft, my Lord; for 
through, thofe wretched accomplices, we 
jnuft trace their dailardly employer/' 

E 5 « Äs\^ 
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•* And, aftcr we have fbund him, aflWre^ 
yourielf, Villicrs^ that he will tum out no- 
thing bett^ than a mean neceflkous fellow „ 
-Ibme rafcally fortune-huntcr, who, to fave 
bis infamous neck», ha^ ftiUked behind dan- 
ger, |iU bis ACff^ daiEÜag tools^ iot the faker 
ofa promifed reward, ventured lo put the^ 
lady into his hands> — ^perhaps oaboard fome^ 
Tcffel juft ready to-quit thekingdöm.** 

*^ I am of yoor Lord{hip*s opinion,** faid: 
Ponfbnby ; " no^ gentlenaan would tnift a. 
lady to the care of fuch miTcreants. If Mifs, 
Conolty was the treafure he wi(hedto>obtain,, 
he could not havebeen fi> negligent of her:; 
ii her fortune only was his objeä% it is no^ 
' wonder he was- indifferent to the terrors and 
infults he ^xpofcd her to.** 

** I wifti he was here y whoever he is,.he is 
afcoundreli the {ervants (hould whip him: 
through the horfe-pond," 



^ 
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^ He will foon be Afcovered^ mj Lord/' 
faid Sir Lucius^ ** be hat emplojcd fo manj 
vuljgar emifiariesy^ fbme o£ täiesa will betiUj 
him for\anotIier reward* Izm csiremely 
eoncemed, Mifs Cono%) fbr alarming yoti 
& much ; you will fiaigive me I h<^r ^ 
]K)u know it was not intentional : feiere 
me alfo for makibg a reportto ycsir prcgi> 
dicer I law ja«;. L few your fitnatioiT. 
When I returned to Rofe-Mount, I fbond 
tfae family aiarmed at your abfence^^and im« 
mediately concluded tfaat tiie gentleitian I . 
liadfeen you with, was the happy objeä: af 
your choice, wiiA whom, or ta whom you^ 
had elopcd. I fwear, by heaven! rfl bad^ 
bad the leaft idea tbat.you were £iifiting, I. 
would have flown to your afliflance, and 
brought you. fafe to the Caftle ia my car- 
liage^ if you would bave pertriitt^ me to^ 
havehad tfaat honour/' 
b6 
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cffered band of Sir Dennis; Lady Maione 
will be (afe from evcry Bafe defigncr. 

<^ Confider well what I have {aid, Louiia ;- 
do not lai^h with Philippine at a fault whick 
your unkindnefs has caufed ; and remember 
that yöur own fecurity renders an immediate 
marriage abfolutely neceüary : na longer: 
giye me ceafon to accufe you. of folly, b]/t 
tbrowing away from you every advantage 
tbat tbe vaineft of your üx can wi(h for/' 

Saying this^the Earl quitted the room,;, 
without giving Louila time to reply. When 
hc had fhut; the door, (he arofe from her 
chair,. and. filently walked to a window to« 
concealher unhappinefs, 

Villiers had rcddened with vexation ab 
bis Uncle's fo obftinately perfifting to folicit 
for bis. fayourite, and dreaded the cfkA bis 
long rpccch would bave on the mind of 
Louiiai.he, faw her cbange colour feveral 

times;; 



tfcaesf he faw her lips tremUe,. and thc: 
teairs g^atfy foU down her cheeks y he longed 
to relieve her, yet knew his unclc too well 
Ip tak;e the liberty of interrupting him.. 
When he was. gone,. he went tp her and faid». 

" It is a fine evcning, Mif^ ConoUy ;. per>- 
" iiaps awalk will be moris agreeable than ftay« 
ihg in the hoiife,; I kxiow my aunt and fifler. 
lov« walfeJDgv *^ 

" Certaizrly we db in finc weather ; come,. 
Louir% T havQ a great deal to fhew you, andf 
a great deal to contrive, in. which £ (hall want: 
yonr. aifiibance..'' 

** Philippine and Villicrs you are bpth» 
inconfiderate;; Mils CönoUy has been ill youi 
know;; ran no hazardi of taking cold, my. 
dear Louifa^ to pleafe this boy and girlj.wc: 
will ftay inthe.houfcj.if.ifcis more agreeable 
to you,. or return toitthe minute youfeelt 
jour&lf the leaft^fcitigued." 

6. '^Yottr 
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" Your Ladyftiip is very kind. I think 
the walk will be good forme ; and I am füre 
it will be agree'able. 

" Yes, yes, illnefs, difcontent, and melan^ 
choly are all to be banifhed from Rofe- 
Mount Caftle ^ I am going to make it the 
abode of feftivity : the elegant tafte of Sir 
Lucius, and my own^ have been exerted fbr 
fome time to forward the preparations : 
as to poor Sir Dennis, he wandered about 
with Villiers, fad and filent ; and if your 
ek>pement* had not chagrined me as niuch 
as it did him, I fhould have endeavoured to 
have laughed him out of his gloominefs. 
When firft we told him of your abfence, he ' 
was füre Sir Lucius had ftolen his treafure, 
and we believed it, tili he came and cleafed- 
himfelf/' 

*^ Upon my foul I (hould think it too 
much trouble to carqf ofFany woman, ex-^ 

.cufe 



ReSE-MOUKT CASTLE« ^ 

ciife me, Mifs ConoUy, who had not given 
me a marked preference. I will deliver any 
kind pretty creaturc from the tyranny of a 
rigid fatber, mercenary guardian, or crois 
aunt ; I will combat a legion of devils for 
one who hves mc j but never will I eucumber 
myfelf with a füllen ill-natured girl thatonly 
forcc gives into my pofleflion ; who will hear 
my vows of love with cold contempt, and an- 
fwer my.fond queftions with fighs and tears. 
Curfc me if I will ever confinc myfelf in a 
chaife with fuch an indifferent j though (he 
is as beautiful as Venus, and as rieh as the 
mines of Golconda.'* 

" Well faid> Sir Lucius," exclaimed 
Philippine; ** I admife your fpirit. f 
would give half my fortune this minute 
if I knew who it was that differs from you 
fo much, as to caufe our Louifa to be 
carried ofF by fuch horrid wretches. You 

muft 
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mnft be cautious, my dear» not to venitire 
out unguarded ; traft na more to one fer- 
Tant,left this invifible Fluto fbould take inta 
his diabolical head to come himfelf or fend 
bis imps a fecond time, to fetcb our Pro^ 
(erpine» 



CtiJF^ 
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CHJP. Xlh 



G£N£R08ITY| ORAÜTUDE* AMD FWSLITY«. 

JL HE Earl of Claninbiidge now joined 
them in the garden ; and» taking Pooibnby^ 
by the arnii drew him apart &om the refi:, 
and converfed with him in the moft afTec« 
tionate and familiär manner ; While Charles» 
his heart expanding with gratitude, and 
above deceit» gave the Earl an undifguifed 
and interefting fketch of his life^ dwelU 
ing pathetically on the defpondency of 
his mind hefoie he received his Lordfhip's 

fetter^ 
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letter ; and defcribing the happy effeds it 
inftantaneoufly produced with fuch grateful 
animation, that the dclighted Earl, be- 
holding him as one whom he had fnatched 
frocn deftrudion, feit all the felf-approbation 
a truly liberal mind can experience od fuch 
an occafion ) faid to him, 

**^ Dear Ponfonby, do not kavc the kingr 
dorn; confult yöur jnclinations, and de- 
pend upon being enabled to foUow thenx 
without reftraint.*' 

" Such errors, my Lord, have difgraced 
my name, that it is fit I fliould bury myfelf 
in' obfivion for the future — felf-baniflied 
from my native land. I will endeavour, by 
a life of honeft induftry, to expiate my folly j 
happy in the refleAion, that thofe who have 
generoufly afForded me their protection, and 
ftipplied me with the means of extrieating 
myfelf from vice, will not defpife rae for the 
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pift'. Mr. Freetnan will inftrud me how to 
traf&c in America \ and I hope I (hall turn 
your Lordftiip's bounty to fuch advantage, 
that it will keep me above want/* 

" I fent you that trifle, my dear Charles, 
to ftipply your wardrobe, not to eftablifh 
your credit as a merchant ; poor indeed 
would be your profit on fo fmall a Jftock. 
However, as we have got a friend in Mr, 
Freeman, he will put us in a method to en- 
creafe a larger fum ; we will confult him. on 
the buiinefs : you (hall trade for me j I do 
not like to wrap my talent ini a nap)ci.n, 
wheja it will increafe by. circulation :. but I 
am indolent ^ you ifaall take aJl the trouble 
of turning a certain fum to the moft advanr 
tage for me \ and we (hall fee what interefl 
it will pnoduce in afew ycars. But, nxydear 
lad, do not enter into any way of life that 
is not perfedly agreeablcto yoürfelf i if you 

prefer 
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prefer the army, a commiffion lliall be yours 
immediately, aad your introduä:ion (hall be 
Jbonourable : — conlider well before you fix 
dccifively." 

Ponfonby was penetrated with the deli- 
cate gcnerofity <>f his noble patron, ^ho 
prevented his ^cknowledgments by dire&ing 
his eyes to a fine view that opened on them 
at the turn of the walk : Lord Claranbridge 
was too proud of his caftle and its eiivirons 
to negle& pointing out all the beautks to 
one who had never been thce before ^ and 
hc was greatly delighted at the warm expref- 
fions of admiration beftowed on them by 
Ponfonby, who was erichanted with the va- 
riety that fb grace^y contrafted the fcenes 
around him. 

The Bari and Ponfonby, perfeftly i^afed 
wtth each otber» rejoined the Company, and 
thejconver(atioa becaaie ^neial; good-hu- 

mour 
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mour harmontzed the whole group ; not 

one had a wifli beyond the bounds of Roie* 

Mount, exccpt Lady Philippine, who, under 

the appearance c^^aiety, concealed thofe 

uneafy feniations that wound the bofom of 

»-aflfeiäion in the abfcnce of its beß beloved ; 

yet» though all her tender thoughts we fixed 

cn William Fitzroy, (he could divert IxerTelf 

with the tendreffe^ dther pretended or real, 

of any falhionable or agreeable man ; even 

Lord Bendwall and Sir Roderic O'Connor 

aflfbrded her amufement. And now Shr 

Lucius, who thought himfelf happyat pne- 

fent in iiaving no competitor for her low, 

entertained both her and Lady Claranbridge 

by giying füll fcope to his taknts a$ a k>yer 

Tbe abfence of Sr Dennis was agreat lelief 
to XiQuifa and Vifliers, iwjio had frequeni 
unißterrupted nanutes of conveifatioii^ that 

com- 



^6 ROS£-M0UKT CASTLE. 

compenfated for all the terrors they had Co 
Fecently fufFered, 

Lady Emily Fitzröy arrived latc in thc 
evening, and was rejoiced to fee her amiable 
friend. After the firft falutations, flie faid, 

'*' My dear Louifa, you muft Qicw your- 
felf to Norah and O^Donnel ; the lirft has 
never ceafed weeping ; and poor James has 
wandered about night and day in fearch öf 
you^ denying himfelf food and red : I never 
faw a grateful attachment more faithfuUy 
atihered to in my life ; yefterday they werc 
inconfolable at feeing your horfe and that 
the groom rode, brought home by a peafant, 
-wbö found them with their faddles pn, graz- 
ingin a meadow of Lord Roftrevor's, TLeir 
being found without their riders, was a frcfli 
caufe for confternation to myfelf and the 
whole houüe ; but the diftrefs of Norah and 
James was fo new and pathetic, that I could 

not 
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not glve vent to tny own grief for endca- 
vouring to pacify theirs : they wept ovcr 
your horfe, and carcfled ' it as all that was 
dear to them, now they had loft their poor 
lady ; they alked it a thoufand queftions; and 
as if they jihought it woüld be endued with 
fpeech if they ftaid by it, I had great diffi- 
culty to perfuade them Jto quit the ftable ; 
and to day, wben the fervant arrived witli 
the welcome news of your fafety, their joy 
was as extravagant ; it was well your clothcs 
were packed up ready, for I am füre Noräh 
would not have known one thing from ano- 
ther." 

Louifa tQ#k, an opportunity before fupper, 
of feeing hpr faithful domeftics. Norah 
hung on her neck with maternal afFedtion J 
and poor James, whofe honeft: heart glowed 
with the warmth of brotherly love, could 
fcarce reftrain his- joy within the bounds of 

VOL.. II, F refpeft. 
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refpeft. Louifa promifed to give them a 
drcumftantial account of all that had hap- 
pened to her the next day -, and aflured 
them, that flie fliould never forget their 
afFeftiohate behaviour on this, as well äs on 
many other occafions ; and, leaving them 
completely happy, returned to the Com- 
pany, towhom (he found Dr. Delany giving 
an account of Sir Dennis, who had awakened 
in a ftate little fliort of frenzy : his alarmed 
fervant fent for the Dojflor immediately, and 
told him that his mafter toutd not fleep, 
when firft he lay downjfor raving about Mifs 
Conolly and feveral other people, whofe 
names he was unacquainted with. At laft, 
wearying himfelf out, he had fallen intö 
what the man thought a found fleep ; from 
which he füddenly ftartcd up, fwearing he 
would be the death of fomebbdy s the fer- 
vant 
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y&.tit thought he faid Richard Dogherty, but 
he was not füre. 

" When I went into.his Chamber," conti- 
nued the Doftor, " I found him in an agony 
of paflion becaufe his fervant would not give 
him his clothes : his looks were wild, and his 
words iacoherent ; I lat down by him, and 
ftrove to calm His agitat^d mind ; he grew 
füllen, while I held him a long preachment 
in hopes it might compofe him ; he feemed 
to liften to me with fome attention. He 
lay down quietly at lad; I continued my. 
fermoh, and it proved what 1 hoped it would, 
an excellent foporific. That young man has 
fomething more I fear to make him unhappy 
than his love for Mifs ConoUy : we muft 
endeavour to footh and amufe him among 
US, or he will injure his health by drinking ; 
and if you, my dear. lady, cannot love him, . 
at leaft do not give him caufc to think you 
F 2 hafe 



*♦ 
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bäte him. To be defpifed by one whoni he 
almoftadore^'is too much foran high-fpiritcd 
man IHce him to bear. Gentle and kind to 
every body elfe, let me conjure you to foften a 
little your manners to Sir Denni^." 

" For my fake, Louifa, footh him ; do 
not let me lofe the man I love next to Vil- 
liers, through your ill-nat'ure ; behave to him 
with that eafy good humour you do to the 
Duke De Roufillon, and give me the hap- 
pinefs of fe^ing Sir Dennis Malone oncemore 
Citeeiful ; do not pout like a crofs little girl. — 
If you will not oblige me in fuch a trifle, I will 
refufe j^« the protection you fo prettily aiked 
me to give you, and fend you back to your 
good friends in the hovel — Judy and Blarney 
O'Siang/' 

' ** Heavens! my dear uncle, what a tre- 
mendous punifhment! — it is enough to 
frighten her into good-humour with twenty 

Sir 
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Sir Dennis Malones,^ if there were fo many 
in the Caftle ; my aunt, Lady Emily, Louifa, 
and myfelf will all make much of him : but 
indeed, my Lord, you have humoured him 
fo, that he is as fraftious as a petted child.** 

" That is my fault. Philippine ; you would • 
not be fo contradidory and whimfical if your 
uncle's indulgence had not fpoiled you, and' 
your aunt's too, (he has helped» and to fpoil 
Sir Dennis likevrife/* 

" How could I help it, when he came to 
Tis a little, beautiful, engaging creature, only 
four years old ; for at that early age he was 
an orphan, Mr. Ponfonby, left to the guar- 
dianfhip of Lord Claranbridge ; . and his be* 
haviour to us both fince that period, has been 
truly filial ; and we (hew our love to Mifs 
Conolly, when we wifti her to be the wife of 
Sir Dennis," 

F3 «If 
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" If niy behaving to Sir Dennis Malone 
,"with the freedom and the affedion of dißfier 
:"will render him happy, and oblige Lord and 
Lady Claranbridge, I will adopt that beha- 
viour with pleafure; but ta encourage hi^ 
addrefles is ' ' 

" Is what we muft not flatter ourfelves that 
little obdurate heart will ever condefcend to 
do. However, my dear girl, we will not fhew 
. ourfelves ungrateful forwhatyouhave offered; 
if we cannot get the whde, we will be thank- 
ful for a little bit \ therefore commence the 
fifter to-morrow morning, and give me the 
fatisfaftion of feeing what efFedt it will have 
upon his at prefent difordered mind;-^the 
trial^ my Louifa, will do honour to your 
compaflionate and generous difpofition.'* 



CHAP. 



I03 ROSE-MOÜNT CASTLE. 



CHAP. XII L 



A SÜRMISE STRENGTHENED, AND AN ADD!- 
TION TO THE PARTVT. 



IR Dennis arofe late in the day, and com- 
plaining of an intenfe head-ach, dined in his 
own apartment. Louifa was not forry j (he 
had a delicate part to adt ; his ftrange be- 
haviour, and fome words which he had 
uttered inadvertantly, confirmed her' fufpi- 
cion that it was to bim Ihe was indebted for 
the difagreeable event of being betrayed by 
her fervant. This opinion increafed her 

averfion 
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avcrfion to him, and rendered her compliance 
with the Earl's requeft very difficult ; yet, 
to difoblige him was what neither her pru- 
dence er inclination could dare to t'nink 
of for a moment ; — the uncle of her Villiers 
— the kind friend whofe pröteftion at this 
ciitical jundture flie dreaded to forfeit, mufk 
not be exafperated -, nor muft fhe raifc füf- 
picion in the breaft of De RoufiUort fimilar 
to her Qwn of the Baronet ; as (he was cer- 
tain tliat he would give way to a refentment 
that might be fatal ; and fhe had trembled 
left Sir Dennis himfelf, in his paroxyfm of 
rage, fhould difcover what^^ was fo anxious 
to conceal. 

In the evening the party received an agree- 
able addition by the arrival of Lord Clon- 
well, Lady Camira Belville, and Auguftus 
Delany. Philippine had fo interefted her 
brother for the two latter, that he mct them 

- in 
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in the moft friendly and engaging manner ; 
nor was Lady Camira afraid to congratulatc 
him on his efcape in tbe warmeft terms ; for 
(he imagined Pbilippine had informed him 
of her delicate fituätion in regard to Auguf- 
tus, as (he knew it was only neceflary to. 
conceal it from the Lords Clonwell and Cia^ 
ranbridge. 

T3elany had an heart too generous not to 
rejoice in feeing a fine young man reftored 
to his family, whofe death he had fo often 
heard thcm lament ; but the friendfhip and 
ambition of the two Earls were well known 
to him. De Roufillon, by birth and For- 
tune, was all his uncle could wiQi for- 
Camira j propofals would-be fpeedily made ; 
and, whilc fear and jealoufy fluüied his 
cheeks, he afked his Camira, with a kok 
more exprefßve thanwör^i, if flie could now 
withftand the comtnands of a father, when 
F 5 the 
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the öbjeft of his choice was formed by na«* 
ture to charm ? She perfeftly underftood 
'him ', and anxious to remove evcry (hadow 
of uneafinefs from his bofom, was happy 
that they were in the garden, and feparated 
from all but Philippine, Louifa, and Villiers, 
that fhemightfpeak withotit reflraint 

" We fliall have cornpänions in diftrefs, 
my Auguftus ; there are others at Rofe- 
Mount in our predicament :: will you be 
eafier, my coufin, fröm having feHow fuf- 
ferers ? if you think you fhall, my Lord De 
RoufiUon, Mifs ConoUy, and ourfelves may 
fing quartettoes againft: ambition." - 

" I wifh, my Lord, wc could contrive to 
make love and duty agree ; it is hard to 
facrifice our own happinefs and that of thöfe 
dearefl to us on earth to ambrtion -, wliy 
muß it h fo ? 
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"/will teil you why, Mr. Delany; it 
muß be fo, becaufe ouruncles happen unfor- 
tunately to be old iilen, and great men, who, 
not.'having the fear of democracy before their 
eyes, i magine that they may add title to 
title, and riches to riches to the end of the 
World : my brother would not have anfwered 
you half fowifdy. Do not look fo difmal 
good people, — we will not defpair: litten 
to my advice ; we will make a' friend of 
Doä:or Delany : we muft be fick, abfolutely 
dying: you (hall begin firft, Lady Camira; 
and, however inexorable papa may be to his 
only child-in the bloom of health, he can 
never refift the languid eye, pale cheek, and 
cold hand of expiring beauty > — while A\i- 
guftus plays the madman, tears his hair, 
loads his piftols, and fweafs he will not fur- 
vive his angelic coufin, — my life on it, the 
Earl will repent of his ccuelty ; beg you 
¥ S . both 
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both to live and be well ; and, conjuring you 
to blefs the remainder of his life, join your 
hands, and pray earneftly that hcaven may 
render you the happieft of mortals. 

** Villiers and I will perform much fuch a 
fcene here, and with the fame good efFedb j 
fo that with a little contrivaqce, you fee, we 
may marry like good boys and girls, with the 
füll confent of our friends : no elopements, 
no ftolen marriages, will Philippine ad vife ; 
we will only play with the afFections of 
papa's and uncles j and if the fcheme does 
not fucceed, we will die in right ^arnefl to 
punifh their cruelty." 

"I hope, my dear fifter, that we may be 
4ill happy without having recourfe to fuch a 
romantic plan as yours ; we owe a duty to 
ourfelves as well as to relations ; and, as our 
happinefs does not confift \nfuture dignitiesy 
we muft endeavour, by gentle degrees to 
4 iÄak2 
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them fenfibie of it, and bring them over to 
our opinion.'* 

" I wiQi it were poßble ; but you do not 
know their obftinacy; they expeÄ us to' 
facrifice our inclinations to thcirs, and will 
not iet US vindicate our right of free cboice 
in a free country. Lady Camira knows that 
by experience." 

" I do indeed ; my happinefs, my fince- 
rity, the candour I owe to a parent, were 
all deftroyed when my poor brother died ^ 
before that unfortunate period, I was above 
deceit s now I am forced to ftoop to a thou- 
fand arts I ftiould oncehave fcorned. However, 
I muft not complain ; Imight havebeen mqre 
wretched ^ tbough Auguftus and I are forced 
topreferve the privilege we enjoy of feeing 
eachotherby acontinual feries of deccptions." 

" Here come Sir Lucius and Mr. Pon- 
fonby, and with them the poor fick man; 

he 
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he looks very pale. Now, Louifa, remem- 
ber your prömife to my uncle-r^^r/y affec^ 
Hon ; you have an excellent example of it in 
me child. I will not fay to you as Lord 
Claranbridge did, *' behave to Sir Dennis 
Malone as you do to the Duke De Rou- 
fillon," becaufe I know that would be mend- 
ing one heart and breaking another ; I will 
only. fay, Louifa, copy me ; and, as / be- 
have to the Duke, do you behave to the 
Baronet." 

•* Lot me walk between you, my Philip- 
pine, and Lady Camira; and, thus guarded 
from his particular attentions, I will exert 
my good-nature." 

" Poor thing, what a coward it is ! let us 
take care of her, Lady Camira, for fear Sir 
Dennis fhould eat her ; (he muft learn of us 
to flirt with thofe who are indifferent to her 
to illude fufpicion/' J 

«You 
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" You mufl. do as you pleafe ladies ; but, 
in my opinion, it is as imprudent to flatter 
thofe whom we do not like, as it may at pre- 
fent to declare our real fentiments; there- 
fore, by keeping together, we can make the 
converfatipn general, and avoid all particu- 
larities." 

This propofal of Louifa was adhered to, 
and their walks rendered gay and agreeable. 
Sir Dennis by degrees recovered his cheer- 
fiilnefs, and did not aflume from the agree- 
able change he found in Mifs ConolIy*s be- 
haviour ; he ceafed to facrifice his reafon at 
the (hrine of Bacchus, and fhewed himfelf 
in every refpedt worthy the friendlhip of 
Lord Claranbridge. 



CHJP. 
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CHAP. XIK 



A CONCERT AND BALL. 



Tj 



HE third day after the arrival of Löuifa 
commenced by a concert, which was fplcn- 
didly attended ^ Lords Beiair and BendwaD, 
Sir Roderic O'Connor, and a brilliant aflem- 
blage of beauty and fafliion appeared at Rofe 
Mount to grace a feflivity given in honour 
of the Duke De RoufiUon. 

The orcheflra was fiUed by an excellent 
band ; and, after a fine overture, the follow- 
ing words, written by Mifs ConnoUy were 
fung: — 

SONG. 
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/ 



SONG. 

DUETTO. 
Laelj PbUJppine and Mr, Ponßnby^ 

VlUiers, though picrced by fa^lion's band, 

Though on the laging billows to/t» 
PiffcrvM by heaven's prote£ling Hand, 

Ilas fafely gainM lerne^s coail. 
JNo more for him we figh aiid weep j 

Gay pleafure Icads the playful hours } 
And jocund loves their reveli keep 

Again in Kofe-MountU blooming bowers* 

CHORUS. 

He lives— let echo catch the found. 
And wafi it o'cr her grcen retreat j 
He llves— >from grotts and caves rebound \ 
He lives^et hills and vales fepeat. 

DUETTO. 

With him heait-cheerlng joy appears» 
That grief had banlfhed far away i 

A brighter glow all Nature wears, 
A brighter fun illumes the day. 

For him we'll form the mazy dance, 
Or chaunt the fongs of Belvoir dale j 



While 
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While taftc and mirth (hall fly from France, 
To fafliion fports at Rofe-Mount vale. 

CH0RU6. 

He lives— let ecbo, &c. See, 

DUETTO: 

And h^re, thaugh no luxuriant vinc 

High on the poles her cliifters flings, 
Sweet flowers thc ftatelyoak entwinc, 

That give perfunieto zephyr'swings, 
Now let the golden trump of Farne, 

Soundingfrom Rofe-Mount's hlgheft towe'r, 
Our Villiers fafc return proclaim, 

Wblle we the rieh libations pour* 

Chorus. 
He lives— let echo catch the found. 
And waft it o'er her green retreat j 
He lives^from grotts and caves rebound. 
He Hves— 'let hüls and vales repeat. 



Seleftions from the bell produftions, an- 
cient and modern followed, and the concert 
was concluded, at the requeft of the whole 

Company» 
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Company with a repetition of the above, in 
which Louifa took the part of Lady Philip* 
pine in the duet j and it was hard to fay 
which of them did it moft juftice, they 
both were perfeft, and aftonifhed their 
hearers ; as did the tafte and execution of 
Mr. Ponfonby the muficians, both in the 
compofition and finging ; he had adapted 
the mufic fo charmingly to the words and the 
voices which were to fing it, that it was a 
treat to] the moft critical amateur, and the 
moft fcientific mafter : Louifa had written 
it before her difagreeable adventure : and, 
fince her return to Rofe-Mount, Ponfonby 
had devotetfbis time to the compofingof it, 
to the great deHght of Lady Philippine, 
who contrived to have it kept fo fecret, that 
her uncle, aunt, and brother heard it with 
Äftonifhment and pleafure. 

The 
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The evening belng vefy fine, they danced 
al frefco in the fouthern garden : Lord Cla- 
ranbridge was mafier of the ceremonies, and 
propofed that the ladies (hould change part* 
ners every dance, which, he faid, would 
prevent jealoufy and promote good-humour. 

Lady Philippiners firft partner was Lord 
Bendwall, whom- (he chofe (hould exhibit 
himfelf in one of the moft lively dances fhe 
could thbk of: naturally folemn in his 
movements, it was impolTible he could keep 
time with the mufic ; and he put the whole 
fet out while he ilowly paced the figure with. 
a foimal deportment and thoughtful coun- 
tenance that excited ri(ibility in all who bc- 
held him, efpecially as Lady PhUij^ine, 
giving up her native eafe and fprightlinefs, 
fo exa(^ly imitated his air and look, that 
they feerned a primitive dancing-maftcr and 
his pupil, when ftifFnefs was reckoned grace, 

and 
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and eafe was never feen in polite aflemblies* 
— When his lordfliip led her to a feat, flie 
faid, 

." This is the firft time that I have had the 
honour of feeing your Lordfhip dance ; you 
are a moft wonderful dancer : how far fupc- 
rior is the graceful dignity of your motions to 
the trifling flutter of our flimfy modern 
beaux: upon my word, my Lord, you 
fl^ould dance at every ball to fet a good 
example.'* 

** Ypu fhew your tafle, charming Lady 
Philippine, you fhew youi; tafle; it is not 
often that I condefcend to dance ; but when 
I do, J ever have the happinefs of gaining 
the admiration of all the fair ladies who arc 
judges of true grace : yes, yes, I do not look 
as if I would fhake myfelf to atoms/* 

*' No, indeed, you do not, my Lord, 
yougivc cvery body timc to ej^amine the pro- 

priety 
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priety of your fteps ; you will convince them 
that it is impoflible iox you to make 2Lfaux^ 
pasr 

". ExaÄnefs and propriety have the rule of 
my conduft ; they direft my thoughts in 
the council-chamber, my fpeeches in the 
fenate, and my fteps in the ball-room/' 

" And your gallantries to the ladies ; — I 
niay fay that from experience, you know, my 
Lord." 

" Incomparable, Lady Philippine! Oh, 
how I regret for both our fakes, that the 
etiquette of the evening obliges us to change 
partners!" 

Lady Camira was to call the next dance. . 
Philippine whifpered, " dear Camira, let it 
be the moft difBcult 3 the renowned Sir Ro- 
deric O'Conner is to be my partner. Oh, 
how thefe oddities divert me ! pray behold 
my Adonis ftretching his .wide mouth into 
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an horrible grin, exhibiting his two rows of 
unpoliflied ebony, while he is drawing up 
his white gloves on his great bony frightfui 
paws.'* 

The felf-conceited Baronet, though unac- 
cuftomed to dancing, could not refift the 
honour of Lady Philippine's hand, which hc 
though t made him the envy of all the gen- 
tiemen for the time he pofleffed it, nor the 
advantageous opportunity of 'difplaying his 
dazzling embroidery, which only rendered 
his ill made awkward figure more confpi- 
cuoufly ridiculous, as he fuffered himfelf to 
be puflied about Hke a wooden puppet.: 

" Never did the fine form and eafy grace- 
fulnefs of Lord Beiair appear to fo much ad- 
vantage in the eyes of Lady Philippine, than 
as he danced with her after fuch foils ; nor 
could flie have.chofen a partner, in the ab- 
fence of Fitzroy, whofe manners were fo 

agreeable : 



I20 ROSE-MOITNT CASTLE, ' 

agreeable: his attcntions were fufiiciently 
marked to gratify female vanity, yet too de- 
licate to difpleafe even one whofe heart was 
attached to another. — ^Lord Beiair had a 
great regard for Mr. Fitzroy ; he often talked 
of him, and fhe liftened with pleaTure ; he 
feemed interefted for him : then . furely, (he 
thought, if he koew the reciprocal, the unal- 
terable attachment which fubfifted betweea 
them, Fitzroy would find him a generous 
rival : her brother might with propriety 
entruft: him with the fecret ; and his good 
fenfe and liberality of fentiment would 
engage him to be an able advocate with her 
uncle in their behalf: her endeavour, 
therefore, was to retain him as a friend, 
though flie could not encourage him as 
a lover; and die had the fatisfadtiön to 
obferve, that he did not mifconftruc the 

Uvely 



iiy%: :&eedom with whkh &e treaM 

- In Ijord Beiair Poöfcmby had thc felicity 
to.'m^et a inod iiacete friend ; they had 
bcen at College together^ and coiitraäicd 
ah intimacy tbat contioised tili Lord Bdair^ 
then Mr. Forteföue, went on hiB traxtels. 
At his return, he made all the enquiriei 
he could after a young man> in whofe fo* 
ciety he had fpent ferne of the moft agree-- 
able hours of his hfe, and was extremely 
vexed and difappointed at not being able 
to find him ; the more fo, as he heard hc 
had been under fome pecuniary embarraff- 
ments. Sincere, therefore, was his joy at 
this unexpeded meeting; and Ponfonby 
received the pubtic demonfträtions of his 
almoft fraternal afEeftion» with humble, yet 
animated delight. Lord Beiair had often 
grieved that his abfence putr it out of his 
VOL. li. c ^ power 
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power to extricate a friend fo dear to him, 
and not only dear to bim, Ponfonby. was 
dear to all who knew him; engaging humi- 
lity and true dignity of mind added to the 
moft fliining abilities, had ever rendered 
him worthy the regard of thofe peculiarly 
diftinguiflied themfelves, by brilliant talents 
as wdl as noble birth. 



SHJP^ 
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CHAP. XV. 



AN INTERESTING FRIENDLY NARRATIVE. 



lS the Ladies Philippine and Camim, 
Mifs ConoUy, Lord Belair, Ponfonby, and 
Villiers, tired with dancing, refted themfelves 
in a hower ; Lord Belair afked thc latter i£ 
he could give him any Information öf tbe 
Marchionefs Delatourelle ? 

" Some time before the reyohition, I faw 

her at the opera with a very lovely young 

lady; but, as I was engaged with a party, I 

liad not an opportunity of going to her box 5 

G 2 ihe 
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fhe is herfelf a charming woman, mjr Lord ; 
I do not wonder you lliink her worth ea- 
qniring after/* 

** I muftbe both taftclefs and ungrateful, 
if I was not anxious about her feite on her 
own accptint ; but that of an only and very 
<lear fifter is twined with it." 
«* Mifs Fortefcue*s ! my.Lord P''' 
•* Yes, Ponfonby, my Eliza*s ; Ihe was ^ 
kind fifter, a fenfible and cheerful compa- 
Aion, the£iithfui ^on€dant of all my böyi(& 
«troubtes ; my advocate wkh my fathcr, and 
^hen he vras obdoirate, has o&en extricated 
ttie from my pecuniary «mbarrafllnenta with 
her own podcet-money : had I not rcafon 
to griev£ when l um her fpirits And hesdtk 
daily dcdining) and tboiaght myfelf the 
taHfe;--partly fo; if not entirely.** 

l^By your cxtfavagance and ill conduft, I 
löppofe, myOLord*** 

-*Do 



^* Do. not think fo harflily of me I bc* 
feecb you, LadyPhiiippine ; you muft know». 
fe^t I unfortünately fbrgot my fifter was a 
woman ; I thought (he could fee and con* 
verfe with a very handfome agrecable young 
kian as fafely and indifierently as myfelf ; (he 
grew every day morc and more fufceptible o£ 
feis mÄfit ; and I fecretly gloried in my 
•Eliza's Penetration and difinterefted love,, 
and alfo in the modeft noble conduft of my 
fiiend, who was above taking advantage of a. 
preference in his favour fo very vifible, or 
even ta notice- it. As I knew it would take 
fome time to reconcile my father to the 
Kiatch, who had more ambitious views for 
her, I told my fifter that though I approved 
of her attachment to my friend, we muft 
kecp the fecret in our own breafts, tili I re- 
türned from my travels, when fhe might 
G 3 depend 
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depend on my affiflance to promote a union 
fo agreeable to my inclinations. 

*« At my return, I had the unhappinefs to 
find my poor Eliza inconfolable ; partly frotn 
feeing my father daily declining, ahd partly 
bccaufe Ihe had not feen my friend fince a cir- 
cumftance had happened which endeared him 
toher more than ever; he was ridingout 
\yith my father and Eliza, when her horfe 
took fright and ran with her furioufly to- 
wards a precipice j the brave fellow threw 
himfelf before the wild ammal,'juft as he 
reached thebrink of the precipice, and pre- 
ferved my iGfler's life at the immediatc hazard 
of his own ; my father, who faw thcir danger 
with inexpreffible terror, was fo grateful for 
the fpirited adion tbat faved his daugbter \ 
and fpoke of hiiti in fuch affedlionate terms 
to the day of his death, that I am füre, could 
hehayebeen found, Lord ßelair would have 

been 
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been as happy to have called him fon as I 
fhould to have called him brother; but all 
our enquiries pröved fruitlefs, and the life he 
prefeirved would, I believe, have fallen' a 
facrifice to his unexpeAed abfence, if the 
MarchionefsDelatourelle had not fortunately 
arrived ; her fenfe, her fpirit, and tender 
friendfhip foothed and comforted my droop- 
ing Eliza, with whom flie (bared the melan- 
choly confinement occafioned by the. iilnels 
and death of my father. Eliza*s health de- 
clining bcfore, was ftill more impaired by the 
lofs of a beloved parent : I was- ferioully 
alarmed at the low ftate I faw her in ; and, 
as her diforder appeared to be chiefly on. l.er 
fpirits, I perfuaded her to accept of an invi* 
tation the Marchionefs gave her, to refide 
for forae time in France ; change of fcene 
and climate we both hoped would be of fer- 
vice to her. I flattered her that fhe ftood a 
G4 great 
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great chance cf feeing my friend at Pari% as 
CsMne temporarj derangement of kis affairs 
Aight ofelige hkn to go there ; and^ in that 
nkr ^^ wonld hmt it m her power to be of 
fefvice lio him. Thw w^ an inducement ;: 
aod ihe prepared for her journey with c^^er- 
jfttfs: leoirid not accompany them^ but 1 
gave them lett^rs for liim, and every direc- 
tion to tlie Marchionef& where ithought her 
£rFVant9 woiäld b^ moft likely to hcar of himi, 
a he \»as reaUy in that kingdooi.. 

^ AU my fifter's letters gave*mc a goodi 
accowit o£ keI^ heatih, though X fmsd ütA 
coaM not recover hter vivacHy i hvxt imce thci 
fetal maflactQ io Auguft^ l have not heaM 
fiom her, and am of coiu:(e e;»Lt]reni<;iy 
Wfceafy/' 

** Moft likely^ my I-ord,^ thff'Marehioneli 
and Mi(s> Fortefcuq are waking ior a fafe. 
epportunlty of Coming to Ireland or Eng- 
land : 
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land: concealmcnt may be nccef&iy, ahd^ 
then it is impoflible for them to writc, left 
their retreat (hould be betraycd. J have 
feit all thofe difficulties ; and ladies miift be 
much morc embarrafled.'* 

•* Poor Mifs Fortefcuel thope Aerecd-* 
▼ercd her fpirits a littlc beforetbe Reroh^- 
tion. And perhaps, my Lord, (he may haw' 
found your fiiend to proteÄ her/* 
' ** No, Lady Philippine, that bappmefsr 
was referved for her brother at Rofe^Mount ; 
you fee in Mr. Ponfonby the oniy man J 
cvcr thought worthy my Eiiza: oovrihxvc 
found him, and loft her." '\ 

" Ihopenot, my Lord; I am a cypherin 
tlie World; niy lifeis'of no confequenGC ta 
any body; I have long been weary of it : 
xnake it once more dear to mc by giving me 
Ibme clue to find your fifter ; if I can reftore 
her to you, I (hall have lived fetf fomething ;: 
G 5- . let* 



kt me render myfelfy if poilible, defervhjgj: 
. yöur fricndßiip and her's ),—mre X never 
didy never can afpirc to^*^ 

** My dear Charles, if I had a clue to find 
her, I fhould not be hcrc myfelf ; we muft 
traft tb the Marchionefs, wha is a lady of 
great prudence and fpirit; the Duke has 
*^ven me fbme hopes that time may give her 
back to öur wifhe&'* 

^ T£ the- lady I faw at the opera was your 
fifter,,my Lordyfhe is very likeMifsConoUy^" 
^ It was^ btr > fbr I think I fee Eliza when- 
cvcr I look at this lady- The danee is 
finifhed ; we muft break ofFöur converfatioa 
and refign theladies to Sir Dennis, Mr. De- 
kny, and Sh' LiKius, wha I fee are Coming to 
Claim them." 

" And when you have reftgned us^ I hope 
youwiil get agrecable partners to repair the 
lofs of fuch charming ones as we are. Comc, 

comc, 
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come, put yourfelves forward, left the ladies 
fhould forget you ; it will be horrid to be 
obliged to fit ftilJ during another dance." 

" I haVe a great mind to be angry with? 
you, Philippine, for fuppofing that it caii be 
poffible for the ladies to- folget us." 

" Oh, your fervant, my dear brother ; I 
have mortified your vanity I find.'* 

The garden was now fiiperbly illuminated,- 
and fome beautiful tranlparencies terminated 
the walks ; fide-boards fiipplied the Com- 
pany with refirefliments of every kind ; nor 
did they thihk of fepar^ting tili their artifi-. 
eial lights were dimmed by the radiance c£ 
the eaftern iky- 
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CHAP. JT. 



THE MORNING WALfc. 



Vi 



ILLIiaiS D€ Roiafillon and Mifs Cb^ 
noUy met in the garden long, before any 
other Perfon had left their chambei:; and», 
iappy in cach othcrs converfation, forgot 
the impoffibility of making ambition bend 
tö love ; hope feemed ta have removed every 
obftacle to their happinefs^ and their minds 
were as clear as the unclouded azure to 
which Villiers tumed his expreilivc cyes as 
he faid, 

« Moft 
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*« Moft folemnly I fwear by heaven, never 

never to marry any lady that my unclc cfiufe» 

Ibr me, uiüefe that lady fliould be Louifa, 

l own I wi(b to prove myfelf a dutiful ne- 

phew ;, but I never will be a fltive to his 

ambition : and, though his partiality to Sir 

Dennis is 'difagreeable,. as it makes^ him wilh« 

to bias you in his favour j yety.roy Louifa». 

Lord Cläranbridge can> only perfuade,. hc 

canaot command you : promife me there- 

fore not to leave Rofe-Mount ; ftay witbt- 

my aunt and fifter, wholove you ybere i 

ean guardyou with propricty^; and the ua- 

interruptcd minutes we may enjoy,. if not 

alone» in the prefence of our fifter, will com- 

penfate for the unpleafant ones we niuHfop 

a while fubmit to." 

•* You need not defire me, my dear ViU 

fiers, to ftay at Rofe-Mount,! (hall not wifli 

to quit it, unlefs,. which hea^^cn^ forbid,. 

Lord 
6 
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Lord Claranbrid^ (hould refent my refufal 
of Sir Dennis in fuch ä manner as to render 
it impoffible to ftay here j then, for I confeß 
myfelf too great a coward to- retum to Co-. 
noUy Park ; 1 would go with Lord EmHy 
to Dublin, where, perhaps, I fhould bc 

*' Not without me, Louifa, fliall you 
feave Rofe-Mount Caftle ; Lord Claran^ 
bridge hrmfelf fays you cannot be fafe tili 
tindcr the protedion of an huiband, Part 
with you I Will nof, Tet the confequence be 
what it will* ; the wretch who has once torn 
you from me will not give up his vile defign ; 
concealed vHIain ! watchfulnefs alone can 
guard you from him, tili chance gives him 
to my vengeance, then '' 

" Hold, my De RoufiUon,. your rage ter- 
rifies me more than I can exprefs : may the 
©bjeÄ of it be far /ar beyond your re^ch ;. 

". may 
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may you never know who^ he is !' How wöuld 
Lord and Lady Claranbridge hate me if they 
had heard yoij^. — Dear Villiers do not let 
your warmth betray xw." 

Ponfonby, whofe flumbers had been dff- 
* turbed by what Lord Beiair faid of Mife 
Fortefcue^s love for him, and his own far 
Louifa, had rifen early, and believed that 
he was the only one of the party wbo 
cnjoyed the morning air, tili he heard 
the voice of VUHers exclaim — ^^ not without 
me, &c, &c.'>" heftood motionlefs; though 
he fulpedted an attachment between Mifs 
GonoUy and the Duke, he was unprepared 
for the confirmation ; and though he did not 
dare to hope for her tove, to be afllired that 
h was abfolutely given to another, was- too 
much. ^They turned into the walk where be 
was ftanding ; he faw Villiers prefs her. haud 
to his lips i he ftarted, andlooked confufed; 

he 
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he could not (hun them,-^yct drea^id to 
ipeak» lefl: bis fauitering accents fliould bc-^ 
tray wbat he now more than ever wifhed to 
Gonceal : they faw his diftrefs, and imputing. 
it to his nneafinefs about the fate of Mils 
Fortefcue, invited him ui the kindeft man^ 
-ner to join them ; and De Roufillon faid,. 

" Dear Mr. Ponfonby, allow me to. be 
ybur friend ;. place me next to Lord Beiair 
m your efleem j without knowing me, you 
have bleft me more than I can exprefs j you 
have preferved my life and happinefs in this 
lady : may you be rewarded for it ;— may 
fome one brave as yourfclf be the guardian* 
öf Mifs Fortefcue : alike in perfon anddif- 
pofition, their fates were alfo fimilar : per- 
feft difinterefted love early adorned the 
bofom of my Louifa, and impaired her 
health when (he thought I was loft for ever;- 
(6 Eliza loved her Ponfonby^^-rfo grieved* 

when 



when (he had loft him > and fo, to part na 
more, may (he foon meet him." 

Ponfonby blufhed ; k (eemed as if De 
Roufilton had known his thoughts, and not 
being able to give him LQulia, had made 
Eliza her cQunterpartv and wiihed that (he 
might be reftored to him ; and be feit un- 
gratcful that fhe was not realiy the foleobjedt 
of his affedtions. Recorering from his €or>- 
fiifion^ he replied» 

•* It was impoflible* my Lord, to converfe 
with Mifs Fortefcue and remain iofenfihle 
of her merit ; I thotight her (enfe. aad bea^ty 
far fuperior to any lady*s l hdd then feen;. 
but her attentions were toadcUcatc for me. 
to impute them to any particülar'regard for- 
myfelf : I was the favourite friend. of a^ bro« 
ther whom (he wifhed to pleafe by her civi'» 
lities to one he efteemed ; her fether fet her 
the Q-xample^ they were all. kind to m» 

beyond. 
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beyond my deferts ; but to.repay tbat 
kindnefs, by engaging the afFeftions of an 
artlefs amiable girl, with a fortune far above 
my expeftation, was a treachery my foul 
abhorred, though that fortune would have 
faved me from the min I was at that time 
rapidly plunging into. Knowing the gene^ 
rous mind of Mr. Fortefcuc, I carefuUy con- 
eealed my circumftances frora him -, I knew 
he would have relieved me ; but he was pre- 
paring to fet out on his travels, and l was 
determincd to kt him go wkhout perplek- 
ing him with my embarraflments. I conti* 
nued my vifits to Lord Belair^ though they 
were not fo frequent as when his fon was 
there. The weck aftcr I had been fo for- 
tunate as to fave Mifs Fortefcue from the 
danger her brother mentioned laft niglit^ I 
was arrcfted and imprifoned for fome time j 
when I was libcrated, flbame,. poverty,. kept 

me 
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me from Lord Belair's. Cruflied by misfor- 
tunes and foUy, I wifhed to obliterate from 
my mind eveiy trace of former happinefs ; 
and I wiflhed that Ponfonby might be oblite- 
rated from the memory of his friends." 

" But you find, my dear fir, that wheit 
once Mr. Ponfonby is known, he can never 
be forgotten." 

Louifa, faying that flie would go in and 
fee if Lady Philippine was up, left the gentle- 
' men together ; and De Roufillon gave Pon- 
fonby an account of his long attachment to 
Mifs Conolly, and the uneafinefs he had fuf- 
fered from the time he beard of her leaving 
ConoUy Park tili her return to Rofc-Mount* 
Ponfonby grevv intercfted bydegr^ees, tiÜ at 
laß: he feit only for De RouiiUon -, and his 
generous heart moft fincereiy wifhcd that 
evcry obftacle was removed which coXild im« 
pede the marriage of thofe whom love had 

fo 
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Ib long united, and who were fo cvery v/ay 
dcfcrving of each other : his own paiEon for 
Louifa was caftned into fraternal afFeftion as^ 
he refledted, that if herhad enjoyed titks and* 
riches they would not havc purchafed a ckipi 
9n her heart ; and he did notdoubt that thcr 
fixiety and friendlhip of Lord Beiair, would 
jeftore him in a very fliort time to perfeÄ 
tranquillity.. 



CHJK 
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CHAP. XVL 



AN ANCIENT FESTIVAL* 



.FTER breakfaft, Lady Philippinc in- 
■vited the Company to the wellern garden, 
wbere canopies of rofe-colour filk were fuf- 
pended from the trees over fbphas of tte 
ikme ; and a combination of fweet founds 
diarmed the ear, whilc the eye wandered in 
avain fearch for the muficians, who wcre 
concealed in tlie grottocs. At the concluüon 
-of thls invjfible concert, v^hich was vocal and 
inftrumental, homs and clarinets were heärd 

on 
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on the water, and two fuperb barges ap* 
proached the landing place, each rowed by 
twelve men in white jackets and green lea- 
ther hclmet caps with white feathcrs. On 
entering thefe barges, they found the moft 
delicious refrefliments ; and after enjoying 
for two hours all that a clear atmofphere, 
diverfified profpefts, and the harnjony of 
wind inftruments could give, they returned 
to Rofe-Mount Caftie in high fpirits, and 
füll of gratitude to the beautiful lady of the 
revels, who, by concealing her defigns, faves 
them from the anxiety of expeftation, and 
the ennui of difappointment. 

The invifible muficians welcomed their 
arrival, and feemed to accompany their fteps 
to the great hall, which was covered with a 
matting of green rufhes, and furrounded by 
feats of the fame; wreaths of the gayeft 
natural flowers entwined the black pillars, 

and 
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ahd hung in feftbons between them. Lady 
Philippine faidy 

** For the reft of the day we muft fuppofe 
ourfelves entertained by Sir Ö'CarfoI Mont- 
gomery, the founder of the ftrudture we are 
now in, whom my uncle will reprefent ; he 
invites us to a banquet, and defires that we 
will meet him here at five o'clock." 

In compliance with her ladyfhip's requeft, 
tbcy re-entered the hall at the appointed 
hour, .and were gracioufly receivcd by the 
venerable knight of the thirteenth Century, 
the table was covered as nearly as pofliblc 
after the cuftom' of that period ; and not 
only the whole Company, but all the attend- 
tots were habited according to the falhion 
of thofe days. — The motky appearance of a 
a mafquerade ischildi(h and incomplete com- 
pared to this noble and finiQied reprefenta- 
tion of an ancient banquet. 

By 
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By thc particukr requeft of liis uncle» 
Villiers appeared in the regal robes of Rieh* 
ard the Second : he was drefled from a fiae 
füll length which hung in a Chamber on 
that lide the Caflle; for the partial Lord 
Claranbridge thought no one could repre- 
fcnt th^ beautiful mcmarch to fach advan- 
tage as his beloved Villiers. A train of 
Iplendid courtiers followed their fovereign, 
and Lord ßend wall, in the charaderof Robert 
Vere Duke of Ireland, figured at his fidc, 
the favoutite of the moment. 

Sir Roderic O'Connorperfonated one of his 
own anceftors ofthat time ; the bow he held, 
the rüde martial habit, marked the anci^it 
Chieftain ; but his flight tall figure ili be* 
came the garbj and never tderaMey ht was 
mw abfolutely frightfuL 

Not fo appeared Sir Dennis in a drefif ' 
fomething fimilarj his findy proportioncd 

though 
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though robuft form, nevcr was feen tö 
greater advantage j his fpcar fcemed fitted tö 
the band that grafped it, and his ample 
(hield lay lightly on his nervous arm ; whilc 
the crimfon plumes that adorned his helmet, 
gave added dignity and fiercenefs to his 
ftrongly marked but very handfome features j 
every body beheld him with furprife and 
even Louifa admired the noble warrior of 
pleafure; other timcs, though fhe difap-/ 
proved of his behaviour, when Coming 
to her, he bent one knee to the ground, 
faying, , 

" Pecriefs lady ! command yqur faithful 
knight, whofe right arm wears your favoiirite 
colour to infpire it to deeds of hardihood.'* 
I Jwear to proclaim your virtues and 
beauty fuperior to every other lady 's in the 
World i by ^this confecrated fpear l fwear~ 

VOL. ii,> • H " Inform 
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Inform me therefore, difpofer of my 
iife ^ againft whom it (hall be raifed, and 
I will fly to the extremity of the globe to 
obey you." 

, Louifa could fcarcely attend to bis fpecch 
for looking at bis arm, around which the blue 
fafli that (he had worn in the morning was 
twifted and tied in a handfome bow ; anger 
flalhed from her eyes, and prevented her 
froih rep^ying, tili Lady Claranbridge, who 
obferved her a(]l;piiifliment and difpleafure, 
laugliingly faid, 

" Do not be angry,mydear Louifa, Iwas 
the tbief, and tied it there myfelf.*^ 

This well-timed confeffion appeafed the 
rcfentment of Louifa; and, afluming the 
play of the moment, flie replied with primi- 
tive ferioufnefs, 

^ " Brave Knight, fince you crave my com- 
r/iands, I requeft that you will fearch the 

World 
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World for a loft, and I fear diftreffed, Damoi- 
felle called the Fair Eliza, the filier of a 
noble and courteous knight, and detained 
from hitn and this her native land by force, 
or enchantment : go then, renowned knight; 
may fuccefs attend your fearch : and when 
you reftore her, — when I greet her with the 
kifs of friendfliip, I will reward you with my 
tbanhr 

" Too inexorable, yct matchlefs lady! 
though the unguided fearch, the hazardous 
expedition you enjoin will baniflb me for 
ages, perhaps for ever from your prefence, I 
fubmiflively obey/' 

Lady Philippine's drefs for the occafion 
was very beautiful ; her fine dark hair was 
dreffed in ringlets intermixt with ftrings pf 
pearl 3 a robe of violet taffety was confined 
by a ceftus of brilliants, and drawn up in 
feveral' places at the bottom with" roCes and 
H 2 loops 
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loops of the fame, difcovering a petticoat of 
filver tiflue, and a veil of filver gauze formed 
an elegant drapery over the whole. 

Lady Camira's robe was bright green 
adorned with a blaze of jewek, and her hair 
feil in curls.from a fplendid diadem ; but 
though flie had the appearance of a royal 
confort» the heart of Richard's reprefenta- 
tive refufed her for its queen, and was more 
thancver charmed with the interefting figure 
of Louifa; who, confcious that her fmall 
ftock of diamonds would be fcarce feen 
amidft the profufion around her, difplayed 
her tafle in fimple elegance ; her light luxu > 
mnt trefles were only wreathed with artifi- 
cial hyacinths ; a robe of white tiffany of a 
gracefui length, was terminated with a fringe 
of filver and drew high around her neck, 
meeting a row of large white beads, and 
vyas faflened round her waift with a cham 

and 
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and taflels of the fame ;. a veil of light blue 
gauze fpotted with filver, formed a drapery ^ 
like Lady Philippine'sy which was drawn up 
in various- places by ftrings and taflels of 
fmaller beads than thofe around her neck 
and waift^ 

No lofty plumes waved over the fore-- 
heads ; no powdcr fullied the trefles of any 
kdy for that day : nature was feen in her 
moft captivating form ;— ^feminine iovelinefs 
decorated not difguifedL.'. 

Chafles Ponfonby, in the hümbfc garb of 
a minftrcJi didroat'Jet;liis. lute bang ufelefs 
over his daoulders, "but made h accompany 
Jbis fine voice in the^fongs of former time$, 
and vatious airs judicioufly feleded for the 
occafion ; and he had the pleafure of receiv- 
ing the thanks of Lord and Lady Claran- 
bridge for making fuch an agreeable addi- 
tion tö their ancient feftival. 

H 3 Lady 
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Lady Philippine, in the difplay of her owit 
faocy, had ftudied to gratify the peculiar 
tafle of her generous indulgent unck; who 
beheld with delight the quarter of his caftle 
that he was moft proud of, fo nobly, fo fuit- 
ab!y graced ; and the affcdlionate fmile of 
approbation glanccd continually on his ob- 
liging niece, whom he faW with exultation, 
was the moft attradtive objedt in the hall to 
. thofe whofe ädmiration created envy, and 
whofe alliance would'conferhonour. 

The paihted Windows, early excluding the 
light ; an immenfe number of antique lamps 
blazed arouhd ; fmall c- loured ones twining 
among the äowers, formed tranfparent gar-, 
lands, and others illuminating the Windows 
on the outfide, gave their glowing colours 
theluftrcof gems : this fombrous hall, that 
the brighteft fun could never cnliven, now 

aflumed 
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affumed the gaycft brilliancy ; and Lord 
Claranbridge faid to Lady Philippine, 

" Are you afraid of the black hall nowy my 
girl ? this evening will furely break the fpell, 
and banifli all the terror its gloom has hi- 
therto occafioncdt You will never enter it 
again without a retrofpedt of this gay ap* 
pearance.** 

" If it was day and night to be illuminated 
in this manner, I (hould think it a moft 
enchanting place ; but I am afraid my fears 
will return when the lights are extinguiflied.'* 
• Minuets and ferious fancy dances were 
thought moft fuitable to the period they had 
gone back to, and made an agreeable con- 
traft to the lively ones of the preceding 



cvening. 
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CHJP, xriiL 



PLEA8URE SMBITTBRED. 



L< 



^ORD Claüanbridge, feeingVilliers difen» 
gaged^ took him a little apart from the Com- 
pany, and faid, 

" I havc news for you, my boy ; — Lor<J 
Clonwell has juft made propofah for an alli- 
ancc between you and lady Camira, an bo^ 
nour.that has been refufed to fome of the 
firft men in tbe kingdom : not one objec- 
tion on our fide can be made to the match ; 
the lady poffeffes youth, beauty^ wit, riches^ 

and 
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and title. The bufinefs fliali be concluded 
immediately ; I hate delays, — they are dan- 
gerous : I muß fee Philippine and you mar* 
ried before I die \ and life you know, my 
dear child is precarious." 

Louifa happened unfortunately to be near, 
and overheard his Lordfliip; Ihe dreadful 
certainty that Villiers muil forfake her or 
difoblige his uncle, chilled her heartj flie 
grew fick and giddy : flie looked towards 
the door without feeing a poflibility of gain- 
ing a paflage to it : pale and almoft lifeiefs,. 
flie funk on a feat that was near her, and 
alked Mr. Delany, who was ftandingbehind 
Lord Claraflbridge, to give her a glafs of 
water from a fide-board that ftood in a recefe 
clofe by him ; but her requeft was made ta 
one who, likc herfelf, was petrifi^d with vex- 
ation, and Ihe repeated it thrice without 
obferving that he was equally difordered,, 
H 5. equally 



154. ROSE-MOüNT CASTLE. 

equally (hocked ; he was ftanding to gaze 
unobferved on Camira, whb w^s dancing, 
when the fpeech of Lord Claranbridge caught 
his ear. Villiers, whofe eyes were never 
fixed on any objedt when Louifa was near 
but herfelf, beheld the alteration in her looks, 
and the infenfibility of Auguftus to what (bc 
faid tohün, inftead of replying to his uncle, 
he quitted him haftily, and, taking her 
hand, faid aloud> 

^ You are ill I fear, Mifs Conolly ; the 
laft dance has fatigued you ; give me leave 
to lead you intö the air/* 

Saying tUis, he made way for her to the 
door, where, meeting Lady Emily, Villiers 
told her that the heat had difordercd Mife 
Conolly, andafkedherladyfhip to walkwith 
them in the garden tili (he was a little reco- 
vered, 

The 
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The trembling Louifa was unable to quit 
the arm of Villiers -, her parched Ups refufed 
utterance either to thanks for bis attention,- 
or the requeft that he would leaye her with 
Lady Emily and return to bis uncle. Tears 
at length gave relief to her almoft breaking 
heart, while De Roufillon aflured her of bis 
unalterable love. Wben (be could articu- 
late, fbe replied, 

** Believe me, my Villiers, I never can 
doubt the ftability of profeffions fo often, (b 
lerioufly repeated ; it is the dread of what 
your dutiful and grateful foul will feel in 
ading oppofite to the high pxpedlations 
your uncle has formed for you that diftreffes 
nie : poor Lady Camira and Mr. Delany 
have alfo Claims on my fyttipÄthy.** 

" I have far greater fears for tbem than 

for ourfelvesy my dear Louifa ; Lord Clon- 

well's ambition trampled fo meanly on the 

H 6 laws 
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laws öf honour and afFedtion, when, after 
cncouragiDg his nephew's love for Camira,. 
he could Ict thc poor confideratk)n of addi- 
tional fartune alter his intetitions, that I 
havc no rcliance on his paternal love, who 
has undecidedly appreciated the worth of his 
daughtcr by the exten t of her acres, and ther 
titles he has fo affiduoufly obtained for her. 
The virtuous,. acGompliflied, and^ beauti- 
ful giri, was not thought too valuable a gift 
for the aniiable Delany ^ but an eftate and 
a bauble are tr«afares to which he is arro-^ 
gantly forbidden to afpire, and a child, be- 
caufe now unfortunately :an only one, is^ 
doomed to mifery. Her rieh inheritance is 
the grave of her happinefs 5 and her glitter- 
ing Coronet makes thÄ head throb with an- 
guifti that it was deftined to adorn. Cruel. 
Father ! he deferves — yes, high as my ideas« 
are of filial duty, he deferves to be deceived r 

and 
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and Lady Camira, obedient to the ßrß juft 
inclinations of Lord Clonwell, would be juf- 
tifiable in giving her band to Auguftus/* 

" No feverity in a parent can poflibly 
juftify difobedicnce in a child, .my dear 
ViUicrs." 

" Muft a woman,, in obedience to the 
commands of an ambitious father, ^ve her 
band and pUght her vows at the altar to a 
man her heart defpifes ?" 

" Noy my Lord; to repeat words to^ 

which the heart cannot aecord, is an oflence 

againft a divine power, who is far fuperior to- 

any earthly parent, and a mockery of the 

moft facred rite : therefpre^. when the hearfc 

is attached,^ contrary to the inclination of 

..-./ 
thofe who have a right to command, tö an 

•■ ©bjeft rieh in every mental endowment ; 

though poor in the greedy eye of avarice^. 

and lowly in the flill more contrading 

optica 
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optics of pride, I know but one way to recon- 
eile the duty due to parental.authority with 
the principles of reftitude tiiat religion and 
reafon implant in the foul, and to preferve 
the native freedom and dignity of human 
nature." 

«^ And what way has my Louifa found 
out? is it prafticable ?" 

" Both praäicable and eafy ; it is only to 
live fingle ; an alternative which ought to be 
the privilege of every one in ^free^ or indeed 
any^ country, as it is fafe and guiltlefs ; and 
thofe who cannot be bappy, muft endeavour 
by ading right, to avoid mifery/" 

« I (hall require many more leflbns, my 
fair inoralift, before I can be a convert to 
your phüofophy; the theory evinces the 
purity of your mind, but the praftice is con*- 
trary to the laws of God and nature. How- 
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cvefj we will conteft the point at fome other 
opportunity, and return to the Company if 
you find yourfelf well enough." 

"Leave me with Lady Emily; we will 
cnter the hall feparately, it will belefs paiti- 
cular." 

" I obey, and promife to appear eafy and 
cheerful to Lord Claranbiidge, without gir- 
ing a decifive anfwer ;. he will hear reafon, 
though he will not be abfolutely contra- 
difted ; do not be long abfent." 

Juft as he re-entcred the hall, he met hk 
tincle, who faid, 

** Why, Villiers, what poflefled you to 
leave me fo abruptly juft now, when Twas 
telling you how kindly Lord ClonweJl had 
anticipated my favourite fcheme for you? 
was you fo little interefted in it ? did you 
attend to what I faid ?" 

<* Ccrtainly 
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" Certajnly I did, my Lord ; but whilc 
you were fpeaking, I faw Mifs Conolly had 
kft the circle apparently much difoFdered, 
Ihe looked pale and faint > as no one was 
near her, I went in halle to offer my affit- 
tance." 

" Poor thing,. I hope (he is not ferioufly 
ill ?" 

" She is better^ my Lord ; I have left her 
with Lady Emily in the garden." 

'' Where was Dennis Ihat he did not 
take careof her?" 

" Dancing with Lady Camira I believe,^ 
my Lord.'V 

" Yes, yes, fo he was, I remember :— 
Oh, here he comes^ your peerlefs dame, 
Sir Knight, require^ your aid ; (he has 
been drooping like a fair lily ; (he is 
in the garden ; go to her, and, if you 

cany 
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£an^ reftore her to us perfeftly reco- 
vered." 

The Baronet obeyed with pleafure the 
commands of his Lordfhip ; and Villiers by 
joining in the next dance, .a^voided all fur-^ 
ther converfation. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



DXALOOUEa AND SOLILOQ^IE». 

UeLANY a littlc rccovered his fpirits bjr 
converfing with his beloved couiin ; while 
Lady Philippine was gaily chatting* with 
Lord Beiair and Str Lucius Apiorrille, wha 
had difplayed tbat elegant tafle fo confpi- 
cuous in their drefs as courtiers of the prefent^ 
day,i in their ancient habits, as courtiers of 
the thirtcenth Century, which were fplendid 
and becoming. Auguftus wi^s Henry of 
Hereford, armed for the combat with the 
Duke of Norfolk. 
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" I iiever beheld tili to-day," faid Sir 
Lucius, " mafculine and feminine beauty in 
their true charafters ; — men more grace- 
fully robuft — women more enchantingly de- 
ficatc/' 

^ ' **^ I am of your opinion, Sir Lucius/* 
replied Lord Belair ; I could almoft wi(h the 
days of chivalry reftored. 

«* And the valour of the knights, for not 
one among you could encounter monfler» 
and giants for our fakes ; the diftreffed dame 
may be devourcd in thefe days, while the 
lily hand of her moft ardent lover, terrificd 
almoll to fainting, grafps a pretty little 
bottle of eau-de-luce inftead of a tremendoui 
fpear." 

" Unconfcionable Lady Philippine \ arc 
not the duels that we fight in honour of 
your bright eyes, fufücient to prove our cou 

rage 
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rage without your wilhing tis to cncounter 
centaurs and hydras." 

" Oh magnanimous Sir Luchis ! to boaft 
the heroifm of modern duelifts; — Papillori 
tilting againft Papillon for the faireft rofe^**^ 
' " The hazard is equal ; a man has cmly 
one life to lofe; and whether he expofes 
tLat life. to a piftol bullet, or to a giant'^ 
clubi his fortitude muil be equal. Retrafk 
then, my dear lady, and do not fo contemp* 
tuoufly depreciate your Champions of the 
prefent period/' 

" I give you cr^dit^ my Lord, for fo nobI| 
defending the modern beäux i but, in my 
ippinion, tbey are thoughtlefs and conceited,. 
not intrepid -, they are ready to forfdt their 
own lives, or take away another's^ for caufes 
fo infignificant, that the difpute is a difgrace 
to their underftanding, and the termination 
\i0Ute5 the laws of juftice and humanity. 

IwUl 
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I wül not have them compared with th€5 
heroes of old, who, nicely difcriminating true 
glory from falfe, were the pride of their own 
days, and the admiration of ours ; nor cau 
they ftand in competition with thofe who 
in the army and navy of every nation, and 
at every period, have dlftinguifhed them- 
felves by their abilities to diredV, and theic 
courage to a<ft, of which many have 
given very recent proofs.. But the end 
of the dance, ends alfo my 4oquacity, 
and faves you both, all further defence 
of modern duelißs^ tili you: have digefted my 
wife fpeech,\ ahd ftudied as .able replies. 
Coine, Mr. Deiany, you and I muft exert 
our ikill^ and exhibit all our graces in 
the ncxt quad rille, that Lady Camira and 
Sir Lucius may not eclipfe us. Why, you 
are as gloomy and thoughtful as if you were 

really 
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really Hereford planning the döwn£sill of 
Richard." 

"Ah! Lady Philippine, have I not reafon 
to be unhappy ? a giant, more cruel, more 
unconquerable than any in romance, has 
ruined all my hopes of felicity. Ambition is 
invulnerable to all the weapons I can, raife 
againfl it." 

" Do not defpair; force can do nothing; 
patience and perfeverance much : have no 
fearsabout mybrother; i^ has as little in- 
clination to marry Lady Camira as you have 
to wed Mifs Conolly. So cheer up, defpond- 
ing youth ; rely on me ; I am a good en- 
chantrefs, and aflure you, that in time your 
wiflies will be accomplifhed/* 

Villiers had been for fome time ünplea* 
üintly fituated between the Lords Clonwell 
and Bendwall ^ the former was inccflantly 
praifing his daughter, and the latter as incef- 

fantly 
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lantly' expaciating pn the charms of Lady 
Philippine; and, thöugh he could not deny 
tlie trutji of what they faid, their motives 
were dilgafting. 

Lord Bendwall thought Irimfelf füre of 
Lady Philippine; and contemplated with 
pleafure Ihe intended naarriageof his brot her- 
in law with the daughter of Lord Clonwell, 
who had difFered from him lately in the 
politics of the Britifh cabinet ; he thought 
this an excellent opportunity to bring the 
Eari over to his fide, by making himfelf 
appear high in the efteem and confidence of 
the young Duke : and while Lord Clonwell 
was extolling Lady Camira, the politic 
Bendwall took malidous pains to draw the 
attention of Villiers to a very beautiful and 
rieh young widow, who was coqueting in a 
drcle of fafliionable adniirers. 

The 
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The eyes of De RoufiUon involuntarily 
obeyed his direftions, and were fixed with- 
out thought, and without admijation, on an 
objefl: whoni he had often feen, but whofe 
lovelinefs had no charms for him, A loud 
laugh, checked by a childifh pettilhnefs, 
roufed him into contempt for a fair crea- 
ture who, concealing the fenfe natura had 
bleft her with, (hone only confpicuous in art 
and affeftation. 

« And /i;/V," faid Villiers to himfelf, « is 
the widowed mother of two lovely girls, left 
to the care of a governefs, who neglefts the 
children, while (he receives billels doux and 
bribes from the lovers of their mamma, 
and ads the libertme herfelf from incli- 
mX\on^ artd to increafe her falary. But 
how can a mother, falfely educated her* 
fdf, who is infenfible to Ker own follies, 
redify the error, and from a giddy coquette 

turn 
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turn a prudent and fenfible mothcr; thc 
change is impradicable, and thus diflipation 
multiplies/* 

He tu'rned from her difguftecf at thö idea, 
and faw Louifa, who had attraded a party of 
gentlemen that were converfing with her and 
Lady Claranbridge ; he kriew the heart, he 
had long ftudied the difpöfition of Mifs 
ConoUy ; neither referved nor obtrufive, her 
attention is acompliment, her fmile a favour; 
good fenfe and cone<5ted wit can ever com- 
mand htby flattery and fcandal neither: 
gentle and delicate in her mahners, die is 
never heard beyond her own circle ; and her 
harmonious voioe and beautiful mouth, give 
modulation and utterance to (entiments th^t 
will chann when a^e has ftolen her dimples^ 
and the lofs of teeth rendered articulation 
imperfedt. 
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CHAP. XX. 



BOUNTY DISPERSED, AND A RESOLUTION 
FRUSTRATED. 

JL HAT the amufements at Rofe-Mount 
might not prove fatiguing, and to give time 
for the preparations, it was the defign of 
Lady Philippine to divide them into four 
parts, and to appropriate them to each quar- 
ter of the Caftle. The fecond feftival was 
fixed for this day fortiiight, as Lord Clonwell 
faid he had bufinefs which would detain 
him in Dublin for that time : he fet out 
accordingly after breakfaft, as did alfo Lorvl 

Bendwall» 
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Bendwall, who was too cohfequential a per- 
fonage in hrs own opinion to be long abfent 
from theLord Lieutenant 's levees ;— Sir Lu- 
cius to vifit his Cadenza and La Volte ; — and 
- Sir Roderic O'Connor to watch the growth 
of his beloved genealogical tree : the reft of 
the Company had left the caftle when the 
feftival was over ; Lady Camira, Lord Bc- 
lair, Sir Dennis, and Mr. Delany ftaid ; as 
did Mr. Ponfonby, who was made eafy on 
account of Mr. Freeman, by Lord Claran- 
bridge, who had written to him, and given 
bothhimfelf and lady an invitation to Rofc- 
Mount, which Ponfonby mofl ardently 
hoped they would accept. 

Lady Claranbridge propofed vifiting the 
cottages, in which fhe took great delight. 

Robuft health and fmiling content gave 
an eafy and honeft welcome to the pleafed 
guefts, who each left a token of their libe- 

1 2 rality. 
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rality, which was gratefuUy received as an 
cpcreafe to their little ftock, not greedily, 
as a fupply for an iinmediate want ; bleft 
with the comforts of life, thcy coveted not 

• its luxuries; the confiderate lord of the 
caSIe had not confincd mirth and rejoicing 
within his own walls, but had beftowed on 
€vcry peafant what he moft ftood in need of 
to replenifli ftable, cow houfe, fold, or farm- 

-yard, that (icknefs oraccident had defpoiled/ 
of any part of their ufeful inhabitants : nor 
were the lefs fubftantlal gifts withheld ; z, 

. cafk of ftrong beer and a large plumb-cake 

• was fent from the caflle to every little man- 
fion in its environs. To fee a father rejoic- 
ing in the midft of his domeftic circle, ble/T- 
ing and bleft ; cheering his heart, not intox- 
icatlnghis head, was the moft foul-gratifying 

. light to Lord Claranbridge, who faid to the 
young men of his party, 

" You 
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■ ** You fee how eafy it is for one rieh maa 
to make many comfortable ; by encouraging 
^oncft induftry, you lead the uneducated to^ 
an eafy indepeni^ence ; the prefervation of : 
his family giyes ftjiength to his hands, and. 
€«,^rtion to hi5 mind y their fociety enlivexij 
hij; abpdi?> M^hiJö frugal ncccffaries render it' 
Wmfprt^ble* 

•^. Cuftfiiini h^3. inadQ inferioi; clÄ0es ot 
B§oplp lit^c^i&ryior tbe good of the whole i. 
b»t nQ (jugpin, 4^fcbprifes thie wcajthy ownen 

t^f^ la^tfjji «^ (fuJtÜYiabedfc feo^esfc planted^ 
%^fJ^^fliB5i^ (ui^, to.guairfj tberp, bya fcl- 
](x^ creafcujrei, tOvwhorji his thöughtlefihefe oi? 
^va^ice d^öies^ at ftiScifiDCy toi procu;« ac 
If^ll t,!^. neA^ffßrus o£ Üfe. feiow. dre^d&l» 
i^ muft b0> to teil. inceffaa|ly_at thg haxde.ft 
labour for a fcanty meal, fliared in a xy^etched 
ipycl, with alarge family hungryand naked ! 
I 3 how 
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how mufl they rend the heart they ought to 
foothe, and bring mifery inftead of comfort 
to a parent who, while nature bids him glory 
in a beautifulandnumerousofFspring,wi(hes 
in vain to feed them plentifuUy from a fmall 
portiort of tiie abundance (hc difplays around * 
him. I have made it bne of my chief amufe- 
ments to lighten the labour and fupply the» 
wants of all on my eftate ; Villiers 1 hopc 
will do the fame : nor does the cabin of 
penury difgrace the lands of Sir Dennis Mar- 
ione ; when he came of age, I prefented him 
to a fet of creditable happy tenants. You, 
Lord Beiair, have an excellent heart, and are 
very rieh ; do not truft to your fteward ; be 
yourfelf the infpedtor of the farcns and little 
cabins on your eftate : excufe me, my 
Lord j I fpeak to you as I would to my. 
nephew.** 

«* You*. 
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** Your Lordfliip compliments tne by 
doing fo, and I (hall think myfelf honoured 
by your advice j there is a method in your 
management that I fhall be happy to learn ^ 
you have made me fear I have becn 
thoughtlefs 'y I will en4eavour to repair my 
fault.'* 

" Do, my Lord j I will aflift you with any 
inftruftion you ftand in need of ; I have had\ 
many years praftice : — never forget^ that it 
is a debt the rieh owe to the poor, to render 
his dwelling comfortable, and his meals- 
wholefome and plenteous, that reft and food,. 
temperately enjoyed, raay give yigour to his; 
limbs,.and 'content to his heart j it promotes. 
and rewards mduftry,.and prevents defpera- 
tion : how many are compelled by neceffity 
to meafures they abbor; ftarving amidft. 
plenty, defpifed for indigence/ driven from 
fociety,whcre unblufliing vice, with afalhion- 
1 4 able 
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able exterior, is obfequiouily carelTed, wKile 
lioncft integritjr, ttieanly clad, is fcornfuUy 
rcpulfed,^-what can they do ^ imregarded^ 
unpatranized, filcntly and patiently refign 
an ünfortunatc and guiltlefs life, after expe- 
riencing all the höireirs of fartiine and foli- 
tude in the midft of a plenteous and popu* 
loüS kingdom 5 or daringly fnatcK an unlaw- 
ful pittanc^, and pr^cipitate an ignominious 
fäte; Wkite aif Hamey ail igm^ifly Ihould rc- 
coili OÄ^ the feiftife er iKcöhÄdertftör Who^ 
böbolding:theii« diftwfei iieg^e^. tb: i«liew 
it. tsiAW xmk€ tk> a^^togy föt my prcach* 
ri^enl^i it i& th^ dUIJ^ öf tiie^ old to givc löf- 
föns to the yöüngi änd I fhink I know IUI 
yöur hearts too weÖy to fear that mine, on 
this fubjedl, havö been tirefome or difagree-» 
able.'* 

On tlieir return, Vrlllers defired ta have a 
fe\* minutes converfation with bis fifter, if 
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(he W4« dreffed time e$)Ougb befpra (Jianer, 
i« hk owp ^pvtai^nt; ihe w^»t tq bim 
»ccordingly. 

** I am fevefy uneafy, my dear Philippine, 
at t{ie Yi6ble melanchojy I percejve in Lady 
Omir^ and Mr. Delany; /will npt bQ tbp 
esiu^b of it I am determined* Ypur ^aps, 
Qiy üihr> ihall not .prevent me any long^ 
from placing an entire confidence in my 
uncle y I am ibrry I did not r^ my fif ft arri- 
Tal : aa opcnavowai of my. attachment tp 
.JLottifa wiü und^ceivig all parties." 

" It is UQt Lprd GlQuwell's peremptory 
wmoxand to Gamira in reg^rd to yourfblf 
tbat di^iKäßsber ; it is ^ tbreat to marry bar 
imm^Äately to LordClaflimore, if either you 
or flie arfirefraäxMiy in thisdading fcheme.'' 

^* How can tß tliink of giving her tp tha(. 
Hpt%ur.'? 

? 6 « Hd 
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" He has thought of it very ferionfly I 
affure you ; and before you came, I rcally bc- 
lieve the writings were getting ready. Pocm: 
Lady Camira was in defpair ; Ibe detefts 
Claflimore, who is proud and violent ; bis 
love difgufts, and bis anger temfies ; if (be . 
is polite, he is prefumptuous ; if fhe is re*- 
ferved, be is outrs^eous. She was forccd to 
flatter and footbe bim, to guard Delany from 
bis fufpicions 5 and extort tbe moft folemn 
pronaifes from Delany to put up witb tbe 
baugbty rudenefs of Clafliniore, by tbe moft 
tender and anxious fears for bis fafety : ber 
life is a continual feries of terror left Auguf- 
tus (bould fall a facrifice to tbat furious rival 
of bi?; Now (be is a little eafier, fb far from 
A^ifliing you would undeceive Lord Claran- 
bridge and ber fatber, (be entreats you 
to carry on tbe deccption as long as pof- 
fible." 

« To 
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" To deceive either my uncle or Lord 
Clonwell, by an apparent Äcquifcence to their 
wifhes, is a duplicity ray foul abhors. Do 
not alk your brother, my Philippine, to ad 
fb derogatory to his principles." 

" Then her father will ratify his promife 
to Claflimore, and her mifery will be c^nt* 
plete : (herelied on you to delay it at leaft. 
She thinks Lord Oonwell will put an end to 
the.hopes of Claflimore while he is in Dub- 
lin; andif once put ofF, flie is füre he will 
be tooproudto rcnew his addrelTes. Surely, 
Villiers you may find fome way to affifl her 
in making a plaufible delay, without wound- 
ing your honour ; for if you make the confef- 
ßon to my uncle that you were talking of, 
he direftly writes to Lord Clonwell not to 
put ofF Lord. Claflimore i for, next to your- 
felf, they think he is the beft match for her, . 
as he is of an ancient- noble family, and 
16 very 



iSo ftOS£«MOU1IT CA8TLI. 

tery rieh ; qualifications thftt would recCrm- 
inend Lucifer himfclf if he were to makepro- 
pofals for cither Catnira or Philippinc. 
And tnuft I teil her to^ havc no hope, bro- 
ther?'* 

** The predicatnent Ihe is in wtth fegard 
tOi Lord Clafhmore, is fo very difagreeable, 
that I will confent to take one means that 
ftiay perhaps extricate her ; I will avoid giv- 
ing a decifive anfwer ; that the very (hört 
time I have been acquainted with her may 
jullify. I wonder Clalhmore is alive ; for I 
believe hfe has fought more duels than all the 
mett of fefliion in Ireland put together have ; 
he would quarrel for the moft infigftificant 
trifle, and think ho more of fending a chal- 
lenge tö a man, than he wouM a fetter of 
<i:ompIifnent. Was he invited to our fef- 
tival ?''. 

«Yesi 
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" Ye» i but he was from home^ fo the 
eard was left. I fuppofe he will pay us ^ 
vifit foon : an irritable fool ! I wi(h he waa 
in the Eaft Indies, and that folemn fright 
Lord Bendwall, and the ftill more frightful 
Sir Roderic, along with bim." 

" Not Lord Beiair and Sir Lucius ; why 
have you exempted them from banifli- 
ment?" 

** Becaufe they. arc too polite to bc trou* 

blcfottsc, and faihionablc enough to give 

me credit; though I hate to plagued, I 

would not be deferted for the worid." 

** I have a packet of letters froaa Engfond 

. ia my pocket." 

" From England, brother!" 
" Ah, fifter, fifter! that little palpitat- 
ing heart of yours. wants cocreftioti, or it 
WJÜ betray you^ I fte you have no com- 

m^nd 
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mand over it upon certain occafions ; it 
kas in one minute metamorphofed thp gay 
indifferent woman of quaÜty into an inno- 
cent love-fick girl, who with downcaft eyes, 
blufliing confiifion, and trembling expeä:a- 
tion, is longing to hear, yet too baßiful to 
afk even herown brother " if William's well, 
and (he may blefs the day ?'* 

** A.nd ifmy own ifotberwas not a moll 
provoking creature, he would. have told 
me without aiking. Your firie fpeech was 
thrownaway; I have nof one thoughtto 
beflow on either you or myfelf ; they are 
all flown into the Eriglifli packet, ftriving 
to anticipate the Contents ; arid i£ you do 
not inform me what they are direftly,.! ^ill 
never let you come- into my dreffing-room 
when Louifa is with me/* 

*• I am ungratcful to teäze you; fbr- 

give 
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give me, Philippine ; take the valuable 
packet ; give Lady Emily hers, and teil her 
that De Roufillon glories in the friendftiip of 
her fon. 

Philippine bowed her thanksj^. and retired 
to examine her treafure 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 



A LETTER, A DISCOVERY, AND A 
CHALLENGE. 



Ti 



HE packet contained congratulatory 
letters from Mr. Fitzroy to the Eaii and 
Countefs on the fafety of their nephew, a 
moft: friendly one to himfelf, in which was 
inclofed anbther for Lady Philippine : (he 
read the opened ones firft, the deareß was 
referved for the laß ; (he carefully cut the 
paper, left (he (hould deface the imprefSon 
of the arms with which it was fealed, and 
ic^ as follows : — 

4 " Madam, 
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"Madam, v 

*• As I have not the felicity of paying my 
refpeäs in perfon to your Ladyfhip on the 
happy reftoration of your dfefervedly beloved 
brother, I flätter myfelf that you will not 
think me too prefumptuous in expreffing 
my wanntft congmtulation&^in the only way 
my unfbrfunate diftance will pörmit . 

"Oh»! Lady Philippine, how I envy my- 
mother her prefent happinefe ; whilft my- 
thoughts, my wiffics, can- only vifil- Treland^ 
ße enjoys your comVerfätionv rrew reftored' 
to its- enchanting llvdrnefii A« feeS yew 
eyes fparklewith their atrcnftomed brHliancy.. 
The Duke- De RoufiHon Ifves-^hc- is- wittv 
you ; your dear LouiE too is well an^ 
happy. More than pleafure, content reigns 
in every bofom at Rofe-Mount Caftle : zxct 
I too fclfifti to wifh myfelf within its walls, 
a bleft partaker of the general felicity ? thofe 

walls 
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walls contain all my treafure, aad " where 
the treafure is, there will the heart be alfo ;" 
my heart accords moft devoutly with that 
fentence ; and if I do not break off abruptly, 
it will prefumptuoufly ftrive to foothe the 
anxious fears it fuffers, by lamenting evils 
which cannot be redrefled. My uncle de-^ 
clines rapidly ; if he lives, I cannot leave 
him to pay my intended vifit to Ireland ; 
another winter mufl pafs, and perhaps ano-. 
ther fummer before.-~But what am T doing? 
I took up my pen to rejoice with j^ö«, not to. 
folick your pity for myfelf'^ yet to hope that 
you wifli I could (hare in the amufements 
over which you prefide j — to hope that, 
amidft feftivity and a croud of admirers,.you 
fometimes beftow a thought on th? abfent 
Fitzroy, is the greateß^ indeed the only hap- 
pinefs I enjoy. Will you, dear Lady Phi- 
lippiae» liave the charity to commiffion my 

mother 
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mother to teil me 1 am not miftaken, that I 
may^i/Zflatter myfelf you are not totally 
regardlefs of one who, rieh only in love^ muft 
fupprefs the ardour of his foul, and coldly 
fubfcribe himfelf, 

Your Ladyfhip's 
mofl: truly devpted 

and obedient humble fervant> 
William Fitzroy»'* 

" Dear William Fitzroy I" exclaimed 
Philippine, involuntarily touching the be- * 
lovcd fignaturc with her ups, " you are ftilt 
my own ; the beauties of England have not 
ftolen you from me : my elegant, myaiftia-- 
ble Fitzroy, when (hall I fce you grace the 
dance ? when ßiall I hearyou give harmony^ 
to the concert ? — how lifeleßthe one— 
how difcordant the other, while you 'Are 
abfent ! — duU feftivity ! 'Odious admirersl**. . 

The 
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The tearsfell on the letter ; die fawthem 
roll over the chara<äers (he fo fteadfaftly 
gazed on, and haftily Ihoqk. then^ off, lefta 
Word Ihould be obliterated * I^oi^ifa entered' 
the room with the freedom of. a fifter,, as (b^ 
was accullomed; Philippine ftArted and 
looked vexcd : Louiik faw- fbe was an intru- 
der^ and fäid^ 

** I am forx)t: I haye interrupted you, my 
dear Philippine s excufe me, I thought you 
wei» drefling." 

** Slay iäQuiSsa; I owitl wa& a little» di£\ 
coof €»tied%. but it, is. airer ;• youi Eou&d tnA 
firomÄ MGiOx rpuccie^ aed: l hfttedyo^ fof i^-;. 
UQW: I bfite myftlf forr iii^julgkig iwy oatpii 
liappinefe at the expence crf" h^dy EwiJyX 
foü while I was tlünking gf the fon, I fojfgQfe 
the mothcr." 

^* Your happinefs ! wby the t-eajs ^ce güf-. 
tening ota your cheeks/' 
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^' Yes, the impertinent tbings 1 tliey would 
fcarce let me read my letter." 

*^ I hope there is no bad news in it ?'* 
" Heavens! bow dull yoy are to^dayj 
why my dear little girl, do, you not fee that 
this is no- more than a bit oi paper contain« 
ing the fentiments of Fitzroy, and not Fitz- 
roy himfelf. Alas ! Louifa, is he- not ftill 
abfeht, and I fear likely to be lotig cbfent ! 
and yet jö«, who could weep for my brother 
if he ieft Belvoir for cnly a weck or two, at 
the age that you wept alfo at breaking a wax 
doli he had given you, can put on ä mdft 
apprehenfive face, and wonder at a few tear?, 
as if you expefted me to be endued with all 
the ftoicifm of modern philofophy, when, 
alas ! I feel myfelf as fiiilple at twenty-one 
■ as you were at twelve ; fo now you have 
' heard my confeflion ; come with me to Lady 
Emiiy's drefling-room i I am going to give 

her 
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her this packet j I think Ihe will juft have 
time tb read all the letters before dinner.** 

In the evening, which was devoted to 
mufic and cards, Villiers, who had abfented 
himfelf for fomc time from the Company, 
returned fo extremely grave, that Louifa was 
much alarmed ; ftie wilhed to fpeak to him, 
but before fhe had an opportunity, he apo- 
logifed for leaving the party, by faying an 
intenfe head-ach obliged him to retire. 
Louifa boped he had fpoken the truth ; for 
dcar as his health was to her, an head-ach 
was a temporary dilorder, from which every 
body at times fufFered, and could not greatly 
afFeft her fpirits ; but Ihe was afraid he made 
it a pretence to conceal a ferious mental 
uneafinefs : (he endeavoured to conceal her 
fears and appear tranquil ; and had the fatis- 
feiäion to obferve that the appearance was not 
difcovered from the reality. 

6 The 
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The great reward ofFered by De RoufiUon 
*o whoever would give infotmation concern- 
ipg the perfon who had adted fo daringly in 
regard to MifsConoIly,had induced.Richard 
Dogherty to come forward and declare in the 
moft folenin manner, that Sir Dennis Ma- 
ione had bribed him to put her into the hands 
of Blarney O'Slang and Teddy Maclochlan, 
who were to carry her to him ; but that, 
when he found his fcheme was fruftrated, 
the enr^ed Baronet had ufed them all very 
ill ; laying, that inftead of the reward he had 
promifed them, they deferved to be horfe- 
whipped for their careleflhefs. , 

Villiers had heard enough ; he did not 
defire to inveftigate the merits of the aftors" 
in fo vile a fcene ; he gave Richard the 
reward, with a fevere reprimand for his trca- 
chery; telling him, that thougli he could 
not deny bim what had induced him to mak ^ 

Ibe 
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the diicovcry, if cver he was.feen within 
twenty miks of eithcr Rofe-Mount or Co- 
noUy Park, he (boiidd be punifhed moi^: 
feverely. 

This information gaincd, ViHrcrs had to 
confider how he ought to adt. Though Sir 
Dennis haddeviated from his chara«5Ver as a 

-gentleman in this inftance, he was in every 

' other refpeft brave and honourable, and at 

this moment the moft valued.gueftin Rofc- 

Mount Caftle. 

The perplexed Villiers retümed to the 

Company thoughtful and embarraffed : the 

fight of Sir Dennis was deteftable to him ; 

aftd he formed the excufe before mentioned 

for- retiring. 

After fitting for fome time wrapt in 

fiient refledion, he calmly wrote the fol- 

lowing : — 

> «Sir, 
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^' Sil?, 



** Though family reafons have Induced 
uae toconceal rny eogagenicnt3 ta MifsCor 
nodlj'^, I now openly-äva\*r n^feif W^pro* 
te<3:or : i&^r father kftfcer to the carc of mne.; 
the facred trufb has devolved to mc : heavea 
has long witn^lfed my yqws, and tbe v^&, 
fokmn rite will fooaratify thena, if .Iyiirv/»<i 
if not, I (hall Jis in revenging her wrongs on 
one who, when he bribedber fcrvairt to be- 
tray her into tbe handsof rui^ansj foifgot the 
. refpe<ä due tö ber charafter and his cfu&n, ^.s 
a man of hoßour, and the friend of Lord 
Claranbridge. Tbat.j^^« have devi^^ed fo 
vinaccountably, Sir Dennis, from that.noWe 
redtitude of condud whkh has fo- im»di 
endewed ypu to my uncle, that I tlvnfc we 
hold an equäl place in his efte^m,; gives me 
the fincerefl afflidion s but aü ,ali®n3eiirt»t 
TOuft be made for your iiyuriaus treatmentpf 

vpL iJ. K Louifa 
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Louifa Conolly. I will ride out to-morrow 
xnorningj the clioice of hDur, place, and 
^eapons (hall be yours : you have time to 
wränge your affairs, and choofe a fecond if 
you think it neceflary. I Ihall behave to 
you as ufual, that my faiiiiiy may liot be 
alarmed 3 and if I fall by your band, may 
Jicaven forgive you as frecly as the injured 

DbRoüsillon.'* 
^ As Sir Dennis often rctired to his apart- 
inent in too elevated a ftale to be able to 
read this biliet, or anfwer it with the calm- 
jiefs it required, Villiers defigned that it 
fiiould be given to hiiii in the morning, and 
generoufly gave liim tili the next to make 
any arrangements he thought neceflary. 

Though De Roufillon was obeying the 

^idates of honour in challenging the enctny 

'■ of Louifa, he could not help reiled:ing, that 

the life by which her own feemed to exift 

fnight 
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mlght foon termlnate, and that an affedion*- 
.ate family, now rqjoicing in his fafety, would 
perhaps in a Few hours be wecping over his 
breathlefs clay : he (huddered at the idea i 
and, afliamed of a weaknefs that feemed to 
^ihakc his refolution, he determined once 
more to join the Company, and pretend that 
a ihort fleep had recovered him. 

He accordingly entered the-drawing-room 
with an aflumed gaiety, and as much für« 
priled Louifa by an unufuai flow of fpirits, 
as he did before by an uncommon melan- 
choly i fuch fuddcn tranfitions were not 
natural to him ; yet perhaps perfeft eafe, 
after fevere pain, might produce fuch an 
efFedt -, but, fo unlike is artificial cheerful- 
nefs to that which fprings from the heart, 
her fcrutinizing eyes foon difcovered the 
deception j and flie obferved with pain, that 
though he often changed his plate at fupper, 
K a • he 
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iegave äway tfntouehed evcry thing that lic 
-wai liel{>ed to ; and ftill with greater paia 
flie obferved that he ftrove to preferve thofe 
falfe ijMrits by taking a much larger quantity 
ef wine than he ufually drank ; he fat oppa- 
fite to her, and his looks ^ere fo unguarded 
that (he was quite unhappy. Lady Emily 
perceived her diftrefs, and faid, 

** I fear you-are not well, Mifs Conolly." 

** Yes— no, I am not very well, I have a 
dizzinels in my head." 

^* Has Villiers* dilbrder flown into yours," 
iaid the Earl 5 " for he, I iee, is perfedly 
well by his fpirits,'* 

LouKa arofe, and making aiifent ^bend te 
the Company^ qtiitted the robm. Villieß 
ftarting up faid — '^ Dö not leave u$, Mife 
Conoüy." Heftopped her in the anti Cham- 
ber, and eagerly catching her hand, preffed 
it to hb lip- 



« Forfliame, my Lord, you will be feen ^ 
for heaven*s fake be raore guarded.'* 

" Never, nev^r j caution is at an end j 'we 
will be married imaiediately, nty Loulfa.'* 
: " How wüdly you talk; Jet me go; I 
hate to fee you Co uölike yourfelf/* 
. ^ You do not love mc> Louifa/* 

** You know I do i recollcÄ yourfeftf, my 
dear ViUiers.'* 

** Yes, I ^(9 FecolkÄ too well ; will you 

fefufe me the birfs of dying your bufband ?** 

•* Nonfenfe -, we will talk of /i^/ to-morrow," 

** Cold put off; yet I v^'H facrifice my H/e 

for you: unkind Mifs-ConollyJ*' 

^ " Hufti, bufti, you wiU be lieard j you 

know I love you bett^r than mjtfelf/' 

" Confent to be my wife, and I will believe 
you." 

** With your uncle's approbation I wiUi 
do not detain me any longer.*' 

K 3 <* Will 
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" Will you meet me very early to-morrow 
morning in the weftern garden ?" 

" I will, I will ; good night/* 

" You fpcak in anger, Louifa ; bid me 
good night kindly ; call me your own Villiersy 
or I (hall not fleep in peace/' 

** Good night y my own dear ^(f^rVilliers ; may 
every guardian pow^r blefs apd proteÄ you/* 

Saying this, (he broke froni him, and flew 
prccipitately taher room in a (Ute of anxious 
perplexity, as fomething very particular (h^ 
was certain had didurbcd the tranquillity of 
De Roußllon, with whom (he was detcr- 
fnined to feek aa interview at the time he« 
mentioned, and h^ar the truth from lips flie 
knew would not deccive her.. 



CHAP. 
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CHJP. XXIL 



A 6ENER0US CONFESSION; 



Bi 



'£ Roufillon gave bis letter to Sir Dennis 
Malone's Valet as foon as he was up \ teil* 
ing him that he (hould wait in his own^ 
apartment for an anfwer; in lefs than 
half an hour the man brought him the fol« 
lowing:^-» 
"Sir, 
«^If MifsConollyhad been candidenough 
to inform meof the attachment between your 
Grace and her, I wouldhave held her grief , 
K 4 fot 



for your fuppofed lofs too facred to have fo- 
licited at fuch a period fo fudden a changp 
in her afFeftions ; >or if I had been informed 
of it fince your arrival^ I would have with- 
drawn my owja claim, and exerted my jnflu- 
cnce with' your unde to reconcile him to 
your marriage i but, inftead of imagining 
that I ^^ your rival,.I dreaded left you 
fliould become mine. Mifs Conolly's excufe 
before you came, had been an ili ftate of 
health ? flke faid fhe would never encwnfeer 
äny man with a fick wife. Smce yöur te- 
turn, hcrbebaviour -grew more than cddi 1 
tfecmght 4t, and f fuppöfe with reafon, «w- 
fetnptütms. 

" Exafperated almoft to niadnefs, l fimned 
a fcheme, not treacheroufly to trepan her 
ißta iny po we r, fech forcey as my defigns 
werc truly honbnrable, was fer from my 
thoüj^rts 5 but to throw iicrinto an apparerrt 

dangerous 
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dangerous fituatk>n/tofnatchhcrfrom it. I 
fkttered myielf flienifght H>e won'by grati- 
tude, and chufe her deliverer'to protcft her 
from flieh dariag attempts : had fhe pro* 
ceeded tlrree miies 'further,, 1-fliould äiave 
r^fcued her j 'but Mr. Yonfonbyafttereepted 
mypromifed happinefe, and «receiveäthöfe 
t1>ank5, thöfe grateful acfenowledgmentss I 
had anticipated fbr niyfelf. Fearful of in- 
juring her charafter orwounding4i€rdeIicacy^. 
by detaining her one night -frcan 4ier owa 
home, I had ordered -hof fes to be i^ * in 
readinefe to convey her back'to Goneffy'Piark:- 
wiihoutdelay; //te/ Richard knows; I'-told 
him my whole defign : if it was himfelf wha 
informf d you that I bribed him to betray 
Mifs ConoUy into thebands of TufEans, he 
coüH alfo have informed you how*vcry"foon 
I meant to deliver "her from thenv: but h 
execrated tbim fe\rerely for endÄDgering her 
¥ 5 Jife 
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lifc in fuch a vile chaife, and trufting her ia- 
cowards who were unable to guard her for 
me, that he readily let himfelf be ftimulated 
by the reward ofiered at Rofe-Mount to re« 
venge himfelf on me i mean wretch thät I 
was, to put myfelf into the power of fuch a. 
vile mercenary. This little. narrative will,, 
for you cannot doubt my veracity, clear my- 
conduÄ from the worft conftruftion; I 
liave been faulty aad foolifli, not criminal^: 
even in thougbf. The man whofe fole wilh. 
was to live iox Mifs ConoUy, is ready to 
facrifice his Hfe to atone for what his folly- 
m^ her fuSer : the fatisfadion you demand 
is juft. 

" Lord Claranbridge is the only perfi>a 
whom I (hould chufe for a fecond ; and as, 
in tbis caßy he is the mofl improper, I (hall 
ride ahne to the wood a mile fouth of the 
Caftlc, at five to-morrow moraing with my 

' piftols^ 
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piftols; where I had much rather meet thc 
Duke De Rouiillon as a friend than aa 
enemy j confciöus that neither my making 
the above confeffion,. nor my moft earneft 
wiihes to avoid a duel with the beloved 
nephew of Lord and Lady Claranbridge, caa 
attach the appcllation pf coward to ' 

Dennis Malon?/* 

Villiers kaew they could not^ Irelandt 
Dever produced. a braver man ; Lord Cla^ 
ranbridge had led him a youthful hero to 
riie field, and faw with pride the laurel 
bloom eariy on the brow ö£ his brava 
eleve. ^ , 

To deprive his country of fo valuable aa 
officer, or his vmcle of fo great a favourite^. 
had given fome compundion to the foui 
of De RoufiUon;. yet the man who.had 
adted fo bafely by Mifs ConoUy deferved* 
K 6 chaftife*' 
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(SioHifemedt, aad veageande J^ebnged to xkuh 
ene bmt himfelf. 

The conceffion Sir Dennis had Jixia^ by 
an avowal of bis fault, was jBOce tfa«i codI^ 
liave been expedted Ifirciun ib pTOud:a ^xaan.i 
and evinced how very {)rone ^buman imti^e 
is to error^ '\jhen it xioxild ifind a place in a 
nund'foarepletemth.candour and unfuUied 
braveiy. De RoufiUon hefitated no longer ; 
Ive fofga^e die man, tfaougb iie &ill «de* 
^iied tbe fdlly; -snd iwondeced iiot that 
liis uncle ifhould be partial to ä cbarafter 
in whiöh the jgood qualities moue than 
cömpenfiited for die bad. He Tead thc 
letter a. fecond time, and ftill found indi 
fincerity and candour in everjr ientinaent 
it contained, *hat he coiiid not doubttfac 
veradty of the writer, and bhifhed to 
thinkthat a want of .fiocerity «id confi* 

deocc 



dence (DA his ovirn Cck« hn^ nßarly been 
tbe caufe of . d^ath to pne,. ^nd inifery to* 
the lOther : he :wfts pleafed with the 
hope, tfaatitt 'was not y^et too late to repair 
bis error by accepting the profFered friend- 
(hip of his generous rival, to whotn he wrote 
a^follows: — 

" Sir, 
** It requires much more trüe magna- 
nimity of foul to äcknowledge an error 
than it does to dräw a trigger ; the open 
and candid confeffion you have. made, 
renders all furthef fatisfadion needlefs. 
1 am eager to meet Sir Dennis Malone 
as a friend, tbis inftead of to-morrow morn- 
ing, to thank him for fo generoufly put- 
ting into my power to terminate amicably 
An event raflinefs would have hurried to the 
moft fatal extreme. 
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^ I can give fuch rcafons for the fe- 
crecy you juftly complain of, that T flat* 
tcr myfelf you will ceafe to accufe of un- 
neceflary referve either Mifs Conolly or De 
RoufiUonJ* 



efiMP. 



%09E-MOUNT CASTLE.; 20^? 



CHAP. XXIIL 



A FRIENDLY RENCOUNTER. 



HEN Villiere had difpatched his note 
to the Baronet, he haftened to the weftem. 
garden accordmg tO' his appointment with 
Mifs ConoUy ; but that lady having been 
kept awake by üneafy thoughts tili day- 
l^ht^ was not yet ftirring- After looking 
for her in vain, he was returning to tlie 
boufe^ when he met Sir Dennis y they. 
each held out a band; and Villiers^ with- 
. out 
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out difguife, iiiade him the confidant of bis 
carly regard for Louifa, and of bis prefent 
embarraflcnent. 

Sir Dennis replied— " Wbenever, my 
Lord, you wifli* your uncle to be made* 
acquainted with the real ftate of yourmind> 
permit me to mention it to Lord Claran- 
bridge ; it is a delicate aiFair, and- will her 
better communicated by a friend than your- 
felf ; will you allow me the honour of being 
that friend ?" 

** You will do me tfee greateft ktnd- 
nefs; you know my uncle's di(pofition 
better than I do ; you have been more with 
him." 

"Tou will have time to confider, my 
Lord; your happinefs and Mifs Conolly'^ 
depend upon the fuccefs of my negociation ; 
advifewith her and Lady Philippine ; aey 
perhaps will trembk at my temerity in 

afking 
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adking (o gre^ a proof of yodor cooftdence ; 
kt them fee my lettcr to you ; arid affure 
Mi& ConoUy tha>t oa jny bonaur ibe bas 
BOthäng to fear : fibew soe to ber, as /^zs» 
Äfljamedof what i was. 
^ "^ Since tbat deteftafek p4a«, I bave fuf- 
fcred tn(Drtifications that I hopc, even in tbe 
©pinion of the injured Louifa, bavc in foine 
Ä^gree -expiated my faialt, <iifappoii>tai€Dt> 
jealoufy, afid remorfe. Wdien Ibe defcrihied 
the irfernal hoveU and the wretcbes who 
coflfined ber in it, how 1 execrated the vile 
Ricftiard for deceiving mc : he called thofe 
brut^s worthy lioneft people, who woiild 
trcat her witb. reipeöl : ber fufferings fbere^ 
fhe fereaking down of the chaife, h«r tcärror 
fpom itiie apprehenfion of a purfuit, and her 
ÜtedTsat Mr^ -Freeaiari'S, äti drove me tö 
diftradlion : you know not, n>y Lcwd, wbat 
1 bave feit j drinking faved me, I believe,. 

from 
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from committing {ukide : tbe flupefaftioiy 
it caufed, luUed my fenfes to a calm ; an<) 
the good Doftor Delany foothcd me inta 
peace. I could not takc couräge to renew 
my addreffes ferioufly fince Mifs Conolly'a 
return ; and now your prior claim annihi- 
Jates thcm for ever." 

"I can only wißi you liappy, Sir D«nnis> 
Vikh a- lady cvery way as anaiable as 
ipy Louifa ^ may you never throw away 
your alFcftions again on an engaged hcart J* 

« Faith it (hall be the firfl queftioa laik 
£ar the lutive. But I am a moit tinfortU'^ 
nate dog ; I married an ängel near fcve» 
years ago ; and hca^ven, thinking her ^oo 
good for me and the^ world, took her to 
iktfelf juft as ihe bleft me with the name o£ 
fether: my clüld did not long, furvive her j 
Ilofl;them.bothJ' 
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** I never heard that you were married." 
" Deprived of my treafures, I found every 
place a defert^ tili the gentle roahners of. 
Mifs ConoUy caught my attention, and the 
World feemed again to have fomething 
worth living for ^ my native gaiety returned ;; 
and, as I knew many ladies bave a diilika 
to marry a widower, I defired Lord and 
Lady Claranbridge to keep my former mar- 
riage a fecret frotn Mifs Cbnolly tül I hai 
gained her afiedions too firmly for that to 
fliake them ; now it is of no confequence» 
Some time or other you (hall hear my matri- 
monial hiftory ; it is fhort and melancholy ; 
you will pity* me ; it k a fubjeä: I can fcarce 
bearto thinkof.*' . . 

** The part I have already heard, Sir 
Dennis, has awakened all my fympathy ; f 
nioft fincerely feel for your diftrefs, and da 
not wi(h you to renew it to gfatify my 

curiofity». 
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cüriofity. I fliall thi^k myfelf hoaouredV 
my dear fir, in ftanding near Lord daran- 
bridge in your efteem and confidence." 

Sir Dennis bov\ed with a complaifant but 
painful fmile : he had brought to his me^- 
aiory paft afflidtions to div«ert his thought« 
from thö* prefent j lie fek them botfe too 
kitenfelyj tbe fortitude of thc foldier and 
the philofophy of the man was Ibaken s-— 'he 
Ätired in filence. 

' Villiers looked aftcr kira^ and wondesed- 
how Ivje ever comld thinfc Sir Dennis Malone 
proud and vain. He then- naet Louifa, 
whom he law in the next walk, and informed 
her of ald that bad paffed pr^vious to tbe 
letters. While flie was readiog tbe copy ci 
bis ßrß.^ her trepidatioju was fo great, t*at 
flie fcacce knew rthe fenfe of what (he Jread i 
find he was forcfid .to atflure her, Üiat the 
ydkok «fiatf was amic^ibly fetti^d» to cnahle 

her 
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licr to perufc the aafwer of Sir Dennis with 
sthe attention it deferved« When flie had 
finifhed them all, with her hands clalped, and 
bet eyes ^iftemng through tears, flie ex- 
claimed, 

" Gracious Heaven ! howfervently Ithank 
you for giving Sir Dennis a foul fo reafonabie 
and cardid ; if he had been.rafli like you, 
my Villiers, whät fliould I liave done ? to 
haye feen you broüght hotne murdered, — 
jor to have had you -an exiled murderer on 
my account, wandenng far, far from all but 
me : I would have bcen exiled too ; the friends 
who will not let me fliare your exalted ft?»te, 
would le^ me lootbe your'muery : but Sir 
Dennis, oh, blets him ! blefs him 1 has prc- 
lerved my Villiers, — has preferved the poor 
Louifa too from diftradion: but are you 
üire it willend fo-hap^iily? are you inäead 
Jriends r 

j Perfcdly, 
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« Perfeftly, perfeUly fo, my too apprc- 
lenfive trembler ; — did you not fee us to* 
gether ? 

« I did ; but yet I could not hear wbat 
you faid/* 

^^ Thenliften calmly, and I will, teil you, 
:iny love.*' 

" I fee your fiftcr and Lady Emily Coming ; 
.will you not let thcm fee thefe letters, and 
know the whole affair ?" 

** Sir Dennis only mentioned my fifter 
and yourfelf j yet Lady Emily, from whom 
he ftole you, ought not to be excluded." 

" If he wifhes, as I fuppofe he does, 
the tranfaftion to remain a fecret, he may 
confide in Lady Emily, who is too fcnfible 
to be loquacious." 

When they met the ladies, Villiers told 
them that he had ah interefting circum- 

(lance 
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Hance to communicate to them. Lad^ 
Fhilippine faid that breakfaft was jufl going 
in, and they had comc to fetch Mifs Co- 
Bolly and him ; but as foon as that was 
«nded, they would meet in her drefling- 
xoom, wbere they Üiould be uninterrupted. 



tUJ». 
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CHJP. XXIV. 



^ A MONODY. 



.FTER breakfaft, Lord Claranbridge 
iaid, 

*^ I requeft that you will all meet me in 
the pavilion on the lawn in the eaftern g^-r- 
den ; we have a {olemn x:eremony to perform 
this morning : I (hall cxpeft you in an 
hour ; you will find in your refpedtive 
dreffing-rooms vvhat is neceffary for the oc- 
cafion./* 

They 
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They aflembled at the appointed time in 
the pavilion, the ladies in cleär muflin robes 
with veils of the fame <Jrawn lightly Ihrough 
wreaths of cyprefs to prevent them from 
falling over tbeir ^faces ; the gentlemen 
were in white furpUces, with wreaths alfoöf 
cyprefs. 

A füll band with kettle drüms played a- 
dead raarch. De {loufiUon. and .Philippine 
weflt firft, Lord and Lady "Claranbridge: 
ne;st ; the reft foUowed in couplcs holding 
€ver-greens, taftefuUy intertwined, between 
them, 

They entered a wildernefs of lofty and* 
fcarce trees» fom6 of which had been cut' 
away to form an arnphith^atre foran elegant 
temple; the cupola, white marble, is fup- 
ported by columns of the fame over a beau-. 
liful monument. 

VOL. ir. ' L Ori 



ai8 • UOSX-MOTJKt CASTLE. 

On a black pedeftal, at the right fide of a 
large Homan uriv, ftands a fine figure of 
Clio, juft toucbiÄg her Ups wkh a golden 
trumpet, while her eyes bcnd mournfuUy 
on a fcroll (he has liung over the urn, on 
which the titles of i:he Duke and Duchefs 
De RoufiUon, with the ufual datcs, are 
written. Gallia ftands by the right fide of 
the pedeftal, on which (he leans, holding a 
medallion of the Duke ; a pläin mantle half 
Covers her fece as, Ihe tufns it from the por- 
trait, but, falling ofF on the right fide, dif- 
covers a ciyic circlet, the leaves not fully 
blown ', her robe ornamented with fleurs-de- 
lisj and a regal crownl, broken^ lies ufider her 
feet. By the left fide of the pedeftal ftänds 
Hibernia, whofe right hand, croßing Gallia's 
Icft, holds a medallion of the Duchefs, her 
palm in the fame hand, reaching over the 
ling of the Duke's 3 with her otber hand 
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Che fupports her head. Under the tnedal- 
lions, in baffo-relievo of white marble highly 
finilhed, is a reprefentation of the Duke*s 
death ; he is fupported by his wouaded fon 
amidft a crowd of man armed with pikes, 
whom his brave fervant, Claude Rondelle, 
is endeavouring to keep ofF; his fword is 
broken, and his eycs fixed on his diftrefled 
maften While they were examining the 
monument, the mufic played a Iplemn Qver- 
ture ; after which a nionody was Tung by 
Mr. Ponfonby in the moft pathetic and 
expreflive manner, while Viliiers and his^ 
fifter, Lord and Lady Claranbridge, hung 
thetr wreaths about tke monument, bedew- 
ing them with the tears of affeftion. 



I- ^ > THE 
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THE MONODY. 

Clio her tuneful trumpet fouuds» 
She bids you mark the tale of woe« 

As on the monumental ^irri 
The record hangs unfurling flow* 

Emma, Hibernia''s faireft boaft. 
In beauty's füll meridian diedf 

And Philip cruel Fa6lion (lew, 

Who once was Galiläas nobleil pride« 

The circlet peerlefs merit won, 

UnfulUed grac'd his bonour'd hes^d | 

Whofe ofFspring by parental carc, 
To Virtue*s bumble pot were led« 

There> by exarople early taught« 
They knew to pity and redrefs $ 

To make their wealth like ftieamlets flow» 
And every vale wlth plenty blcfs^ 

They knew that to a felfifli fool 
Treafures are ufeUfs, tltles vain ; 

That vice and pride, howe'er adorn*d, 
The houeft vafTal will difdain» 



Th« 
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Tfie preceptt of liiä martyrM fire 

On Villicrs' heart are deep imprefsM 5. 
And thine, angtlic niother> lives\ 

Unblemlfh'd in ihy daughter's breaft« 

Thcie (blemn rites (hall miirlc; the time' 
Whcn Emraa's foul from earth withdrew j« 

When Philipe hfi its mangl*d clay. 
And Co her hovVlng ipirltflew» 

Fraternal love on thb fad day 

With garlands ihall their um entwine | 
And filial duty drop a tear,— 

Pure incenfe l on the facred ihrhie. 



The reprefentation of the Duke's. death 
fccmed to have renewed the grief their hearts 
had experienced at the firft account ; and 
the tears they could not reftrain, created a 
melancholy fympathy even in thofe who had 
h 3 never 



Z2Z^ ROSE-MOITNT OASTIB« 

never feen the amiable pair who& deaths 
they lamcntcd* 

The Duchefs died in her thirty-fixth 
year, on the loth of Auguft 1789, and the 
Duke was flain rn the forty-fifth of his, on 
the fame day, in the year 1793. 



CIUP. 



l«)»*MOtmf OAftTfiK. S.2g 



CffJP. XXF. 



AN AFFECTIONATE COMMEMORATION, 



w. 



HEN thcy approachcd the pavilion 
they were welcomed by the moft enlivening 
airs, and found chocolate and other refrelh- 
ments ready for them. Lord Claranbridge, 
who had not entered the pavilion with thefti, 
prefently came in, followed by two fervants 
richly laden with chaplets and garlands oi 
the moft beautifiil flo.vers -, and the mufic, that 
Lad ceafed for Tome time, played. a delight- 
• * L 4. ful 
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fiil fymphony previous to the foUowing 
words :— 

CHORUS, 

Come awayi cone away^ there^s moreto be done i 
Theparents you weep (ot furvive in tbe fon. 

AIR. 

Potifi/tby, 

The fublunar honours their fouls are above^ 
Muftall be transferrM to the chlld of their love i 
In whofe wounds they pourM balm with inviiible haAd». 
Whom, by heaven^s decree^ they bore fafe toj;bis land*. 
Supported by themj he lay fight on the wave, 
And they now hover o'er him, ftill watqhful tofave, 

CHORUS. 

Serene they look down upon all that H done | 
And the daughtcr wiH blefs as flie honours the finu 

AIR. 

The leaf.fhelrtr'd Uly, the hyacmth Woe, 
Thefpicycamationvrhbvariixihne, -, 

The bloffondng myrtle, the mpfs-coverM rofc, 

Stany 
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Stiuriy jelTamtne and Iiiac» their fweetnefs (Urclofe $ . . 
Then throw iHcfc Tad garlands of cyprefs away ,. . : ^ 

And thefe for De RoiifiUon take while thcy're gay. . 

CHORUS. 

While theyTre gay let the ri,(e9 6f affe£llotf be ddne^ \ 

Nor fade for the par^nts what blooms for, the iba. • , /, j^ 



The grandeur of the choruffesj and* the* 
expreffion tliat Mr. Ponfonby. gäve thef 
words, made -this little compofition Teem^. 
more than mortui i Lady- Philippine, qbe- 
dient to the requeft it contained,- arofe-' 
immediately, and felefting froni the flowery 
treafure, a=chaplet more beäutiful thän theJ 
refti'placed it on her brother's head, and 
giving one to each of the party, tKeir veils^ 
were thrownoffwith the cy preß. 

She then put Villiers betwd^n Lord and" 

Lady Claraabridge, and quitting. the pavi- 

h 5 lion^ 



lion, led the way tbrcmgh anolher part of 
the wildernefs tili they came to a femi-circle 
of Accacias, from whofe roots woodbines, 
jeflamins and other odoriferous plants feemed 
to fpriag and twinii^ around the boles, 
threw their flowers among the branches. 

In this fpot a canopy of white marblc h 
fupported by porphyry columns, and oma- 
mented with a frbiged drapery drawn up ia 
the front by Farne, who ftands on the top of 
the canopy holding the conds in . her lefit 
hand, and her trumpet, which flie is ia the 
a<St of blowing, in her right. 

Beneath the canopy appears a. pyramidical 
rock, decorated by nature with coral, (hells, 
and fearwecds ;. feveral of the flat ftones 
having been pol;(bed, are beautifuUy varigi- 
gated : the broad hafe on which it ftands 
bjs this infcription—« Part of the Rock on 
which Vilficrs Duk« De RoufiUon was 

laved :"^ 



feved :*' — the Imfe is alfo Wnaöiented With 
thrce baffo relie^ros*" 

Againft the Tide öf the föck ItäftS ä ftiaft, 
paut of the fail and forft«. cöfdä^e tWifted 
round it j on this maft the date of D^Rbü- 
fillon*s prcfervation, knd his initujs^ .cüt with 
a pen-^knife, are vcry donfpicüöüs. 

Juft above the bafe, ön tlfe fröiif öf the 
rock, fits a chiW reprefefiiitig fhe geniüs ot 
Ireland, holdiftg a meid^ioft öf Dfe köüfilloa 
furrounded witli ä^föliage of laiifcl: th^ 
genius regards the portrait With ^xtfemd 
delight, whilc his little fingers pläy upöri the 
gokJen ftrings öf a -Tmall Jiärp thät hängs ori 
a brandi of coraK • ^^ 

Ä light wi4ath of tlie' trefoil a<jofhs his • 
Curling hair y the phlilläge^öf his wings ap- 
pcar as if a breatH' WotiM mv^ it i ändhis 
finely turned limbs are paff iäfljf' tovered by a. 
4rapery that feems tranfpareiat,r . 

I, $ Thcjr 
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Thcy werc all delighted with this 'peifeft 
piece of (culpture, in which LfOüifa and 
ViUiersi found ftriking refemblance of littlc 
Carty. Fhilippine enjöyed their furprifc 
and faid, 

" See the impartiality of nature^ we were 
forced to borrow the child of a peafant for 
the reprefentative of an angel, and Ireland 
could never boafl a moxe beautiful genius s 
they took a model of him, and little Carty 
O'Donnel will be the moft falfaiooable angei 
for ages to come ; it was the only way we 
could introduce the dear fellow j. and^ next 
to the maft and the rock, be deferved a con- 
Ipicuous place for being your friendly guide 
to the ropf of hofpitality. Oh, Nature 1 
bountiful Nature ! what difinterefted hearts» 
what gentle manners and warm affcdions, arc 
to be jfound in sl cottage ! '^ 

The 



The .tears rc^led-down ker cheeks, and 
Villiei**s haftüy catching her bjyid, replied, 

'* AncJ in palaces too fom^times, or Lady. 
Philippine would; not b^ve, made that 
fpeech ^ nor fl?ould I with grajteful heart be 
examining this noble proof of difinterefted 
afFedkion. But l fee there an? three taUetsJ 
on the bafe. . /j 

- " Ah ! this is the faithful Le Blanc. See^ 
Louifa» hehas £bund me among. the flain; 
he is feeling my pulfes it beats,. and the- 
good old man is happy ; — this tablet can fay 
no more i he carried meto a little cart, into 
which he put me, and covering me with 
ftraw, conveyed me fafely to bis cottage, 
where, changing my own clothes for one of 
his coarfe (hirts, he made me pafs for a reia- 
tion of his ; and leaving me to the care of 
a furgepn and his.excellent wife, hereturned 
once more to feek my father, whom he 

found 



found llfelefs ; and taking his body, and that 
of a youftg man who lay near him, openly 
aiked and obtaihed permiffion to bury die 
Duke De Roufillon and his fon in the familjp 
Tault ; and my fuppoied mto'ment faved- 
my life. 

. *' Tbh reprefents the ftomv paffing away ;. 
there, at a dlftance, float the fragments of 
the ßuttered veflel ; and hcre^ quite ex- 
baufled^ I redine on the rock, looking up 
with gratitudc to heaven for my prcfer- 
vation. 

** In front IS the grotto ; myfdf, like an 
humble peafant of Gafcony, embracing the 
knees of my dear nncle : Philippine has juft 
thrown herfelf at my fide, exclaiming — *^ It 
is my brother !*' My aunt too, is fondly 
hoJding out her hand, and almoft fainting-, 
With furprife on the bofom of my unclc 
lateieftingfcenel how will it evcrrecal ta 

my 



my grattful mind the äü^ion of thefe dear 
lelativcs/' 

He fefYently kiilbd their hands : ind th^ 
bearts tliat wete {o lately dcpreflcd wkh fbr* 
row> now feit very diffbrent fenlations ; yefc 
ftiü they were fuch as tears only could e^^ 
prefs. 

Louiü bufied heHelf in a tflofe examttia* 
tkm of the tablets^ thai her eltnotiorr might 
not be perceived. 

The fong. compofed for the firfl; con- 
ccrtwas fung whilc they wcre hanging their 
garlands ön the rock^ and twining them 
around the maft ; the chorus of *^ He lives," 
&c. &c. was repeated tili they entered the 
eaftle. . 

. " One would think, my Lord," faid Vil- 
liers, " that you had employed fupernatural 
agents, thefe monuments are completed with 
fuch cxpedition.'* 

, " Many 
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*« Many liands well paid can do wönders^: 
the monument that you faw firft was 
finithed, all to the infcriptlon and baflb 
rdievo, when you arrived, and was defigned 
to commemorate your death as well as 
that of your parents ; — thank heaven it does 

" And IS it the real maft, and part o£ 
the very rock by which the. Duke faved him- 
felf, my Lord ?•' 

" Yes, Louifa. When VilHers was a. 
Httle recovered. from his fatigue, we went 
to O^DonneKs, who was our guido to the 
fpot : the maft lay where he had left it f 
we brought it to O'Donnel's ; and I gave 
immediate Orders to have a part of the rocfc 
hewn out for the purpofe you have feen : 
its carriagc by fea was (hört and eafy, and 
many expert workmen have completed. the 

-wKole 
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whok in a very neat and expeditious 
manner. The fculptor went to take the 
modeJ of C urty j and I am glad you think 
he has done juftice to the original, whom 
I have promifed to take care of : indeed I 
intend to patronize the whole farliily for their 
kindnefs to my Villiers/* 



CHAF. 
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CHAP. XXVL 
' AN IKTEUßSTtKG CHIL0V 

VV HEN Lady Philippine went to dreß^ 
flie found Cecile Latour in tears ;, and tak-^ 
ing her hand, affeftionately (he faid, 

" My dear Cecile, I never fee you happy :. 
but why are you ib remarkably fad to-» 
day?'^ 

« Ah! my dear Lady, I have feen the 
monument ; you have given my poor Claude- 
i, place on it ; he will be remembered with^ 
regardi but he will never behold the ho— 

DQUir 
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»our you have done bim ; bis broken fword 
could not defend bim ^ he muH have faUecv 
a facriiice to tbe pikes that were pointed at 
him." 

<« We do not know that ; my brotber 
appears in a mucl;^ more dangerous fituation 
than Rondelle, and yct he is reflored to us s 
fo do not defpair/* 

Cecile caft her tearful cycy to heavcn, un- 
able to articulate her bopelefs petition that 
Claude might be reflored alfo. 

Lady Philippine, whofe good nature ever 
impelled her to foothe tbe unhappy, fäid 
every thing tliat (he tbought would be moü; 
likely to confole and amufe Cecile ; and by 
tbe time (be was drciTed, (he hud. tbe fatis- 
&ä:ion of Te^ng that her kind endeavours 
were not thrown away ; fpr Mademoirelle 
Latour had by nature as great a flow of 
^rits as her lady ^ and as tlioy coi)Id not 

long 
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longbeclouded, Philippirie oftenifouiid her 
converfation lirely and entertainhig, as weil 
as fenfible and affeftionate» 

After dinner the Earl propofed an aquatic 
cxcurfion ;- which being perfedtly agreeable 
to the whole party, Lady Philippine faid; 

** As the weather is very warm, we had 
better fit in the grottos and play at chels,. 
tric-trac, or back-gammon, tili the barges 
arc ready. Lead the way, Sir Dennis, 
through the weftern hall ; we fliall be leß 
incommoded by the fun."' 

The Baronet offcred his hand to Louifa, 
who for th&firß time accepted rt witb plea« 
fiire; , ' 

Juft as they reacheJ the hall, a violcnt 
fcreaming in a child's voice alarmcd' theni 
greatly ; and on eritering it, they faw a boy 
about fix years of age crying and looking 
aröund him in great terrors when he ftw 

them» 
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them, he flew to Sir Dennis, feil on his knees, 
and clafping his little hands, fobbed inarti- 
culately, 

" Oh, fave me! fave me! do not let 
Ihofe frightful bUck men kill m^ J" 

He pointed to the armed knights with 
one band, while he held Sk Dennis faft by 
the leg with the other ; his befeeching look 
atad ftreaming ey^s fo affecäed the Baronet, 
that, taking him in his amis, he fondly 
preffed him to his bofom, and affured him, 
that be would proteft and iove him. Lady 
Philippine Coming in with the reft of the 
party, faid, 

** Who have ypu got there, Sir Dennis. ?'* 

" A good gentleman, madam, who will 
Iove me, and not let the black men hurt me : 
pray don't take me away from him," 

** I will not, my dear little fellow : but who 
is he? wherc did you find him, Sir Dennis?" 
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" I Fcmrid him here, madam,but Icannot 
tdl you who he is, only that he is very good 
to me/' 

** Why, yon llttle rogue, t fpoke to this 
gentlcman, not to you ; you are not Sir 
Dennis f 

** Mamma fays I ani ; and Madelainc 
calls me Sir Dennis^ and fo docs Madame 
La Matchefe an4 MaTelle ; Dennis never 
mever teils a lie.'* 

* •* I believe you, my dear little name-Iake^ 
you fhall be Sir Dennis if you infift upon it ; 
but you muft give me leave to be called 
fo toor 

" So I will, becaufe you are fo very good 
to me ; they (hall call you great Sir Dennis, 
and me little Sir Dennis ; and we will always 
love one another, fhall we ?" 

" Yes, my charming boy.** 

« Oh, 
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*< Oh, then mamma, and Madelaine and 
poor little Dennis, who Has got no live papa, 
wül come and live with you, and you will 
take care of us all, will you, Sir ?'•' 

** A very excellent bargain upon my 
Word ; what will you dp ? Take the whole 
femity,** faid Lady Philippine, laughmg 
heartily. 

Inftead of replj^ng to her Ladyfbip, he 
afked the child eagcrly, 

" My engaging little creature, to whöflft 
do you belong ?'* 

** To my mamma.'* 

<« Wbo is öle ? where is (he ?" 

*' In the fhip." 

** What is her narrie ?'* 

« Mamma." 

** You call her mamma, my kwe ; but 
what do the ladrcs whom you miention call 
her ^ they do not fay tnamms^ ?'* 

3 *' Yes 
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" Yes they do ; thcy call her my tnamma, 
and fo does Madelaine; they fay, go to 
your mamma, Sir Dennis; your mamma 
wants you ; and then I run to her and lovc 
her, and wipe the tears away from her pretty 
eyes, and kifs her, and teil her not to cry." 

*' Why does ihe cry, my fweet boy ? do 
you know ?" 

/VYes, fir; becaufe the Ihip was bringing 
US to papa's country ; but not to poor papa, 
l>e IS dead, and we cannot fee him tili we are 
<iead ourfefves ^ then we (hall go to heaven, 
mamma fays, and find him there : but I do 
not like to die, I -had rather ßay here and 
find you for a papa." . 

*' Teil me, my darling little creature, 

how you came to be alone in this hall ?" 

* " Oh, dear, I ran here to call fomebody 

tu Cümc and help my poor Lontrelle to take. 

P the dead woman^ and when I came 

ift in 
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in here, I was fo frighted that I quite for- 

" Spmebody is drowned perbaps ; let us * 
go and fee," faid Lady Philippine very much 
terrified. 

" Stop, fifter; if there is, the fight 
will be too (hocking for ladies to be- 
hold." 

" Oh! yes indeed, fir; it is very (hockr 
ing to fee her lie upon the ground with fuch 
a white face." 

" Leave the child with us," faid Lady 
Claranbridge, " while you go ; if female 
affiftance is wanting, bring us word, and we 
will attend immediately ; leave the child, 
Sir Dennis." 

He was going to put him down ; but the 
little fellow clung faft around his neck, fay- 
ing in an agony, 

VOL^II. M ^*Oh, 
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** Oh! no, no, no, — do not leave me ; I 
had rather fee the deäd woman, tban ftay 
kere without you % I will kifs you» indeed I 
will ftU the way, if you will take me with 
you." 

The Baronet could not rcfift föch earneft 
entteäties ; he was forccd to foUow with his 
interefting little Charge in his arms. 



CHJP. 
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CHAP. XXFIL 



A SURPRISE. 

W HEN Sir Ppnnis M <-Toffe^ itJie draw- 
jbridge, itlie chUä jccied ovit^ 

" Thetc, ttere Ibeis ^Uve ; -ibc is cpi» t^ 
lifc again, Sir.'* 
Npr \^ fthe Cufpr^ pf V illie^ be» lefs 

name little Dennis :CO}ikl npt jtfpnpp^ce 
M 2 Claude 
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Claude, at the fight of his Lord, whom hc 
had not been told was livlng, dropped on 
his knees, croffed himfelf, clafped his hands, 
and.fhewed every fign of joyful aftonifli- 
ment. Villiers held out his hand, faying, 

** My valuable faithful RondeHe, we meet 
once more 5 we have both efcaped the dan- 
gers that furrounded us the laft fatal day we 
faw each other." 

Rondelle kiffed the hand that was offered 
him, and at laft ejaculated. 

** Thank heaven you live, my mafter ! — 
my.dear Lord you live^ — and Claude will 
again be happy at Rofe-Mount Caftle 3 and 
the Duke your father — " 

" /Äf, my good friend, was unfortunately 
flainj myfelf faved by— — but you (hall 
hear all another time. Cecile, I congratulate 
you on this happy meeting.** 

"Ob, 
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•* Oh, my Lord ! I was watking in the 
garden, and \yhen I faw Claude corne put 
öf the boat and advance towards n>e, I. 
thought my Imagination had conjured up 
his likeneÜJ, and the furprife and terror de- 
prived me of my fenfes;^ — I feil to the 
ground T* 

" And I, in my ftight, fent a young gen- ^ 

tieman whom I had with me to the Caftle 
for help, and am uneafy aböut him ; have 
you feen him, my Lord ?" ' 

" He is very fafe j here he is/' faid Vil- 
liers, pointing to him> ftill in the arms of Sit 
Dennis. 

" Yes, here I am, Lontrelle^ I only 
waited tili you had finiflied faying your 
prayers to this gentleman ; I would not fpeak 
and Interrupt you, becaufe it would have - 
been wicked you know. I am glad the dead 
woman is aliye again ; you did not like to 
M 3 fee 
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if I cannot make time fland ftill with me 
while it runs on with him ; for then, not- 
withftanding my averfion to matrimony, I 
think he might perfuade me to wear the 
chain once more ; for he will moft afluredly 
be irrefiftibly handfome, and poflefs all 
that eiichanting variety which is the foul of 
life," 



CHjf^. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



AN AFFECTIONATE MOTKER. 

^£ RoufiUon entered with Dennis ia 
tears, and the alarmed mother exclaimed, 

" My dear chijd, what diftrefles you ? 

" This gentleinan would not let him^omc 
with me ; and he wanted to come to fee you, 
mamma/* 

He fobbed upon his mother's bofbm, 

" Compofe yourfelf, my darling j why are 
you fo attached to a ftranger ?" 

VOL. \i. N " Hc 
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" He is not a (Iranger 5 he is my own 
papa ; and now he will go back to heaven 
without me, and may be I (hall nevcr find 
him any more/' 

" My dear Dennis arc you well ? recol- 
le£t yourfelf, my love ; — ^has he been fleeping, 
myLord?" 

* ^* No, indeed, mamma; I have only 
been to heaven, and found my own hve, 
pretty, good papa; and he lovcs me fo 
dearly, — and he loves you too, mamma, and 
he will not let you cry any more. — Oh, 
and he has fent you all thefe kifles, — let me 
give^thcm to you." • 

" Hold, Dennis," faid Lady Malone, 
ftarting up and putting him away firom 
her ; " hold, my child, — not even from your 
fweet Ups will I accept thera: who, who, 
my Lord, has taught him to infult his un- 
happy mother ?" 

y 3hc 



k^ 
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She wept ^ Dennis looked frightehed, 
and Villiers hefitated, not daring to anfwer 
her queftion as he wilhed : the Marchionefe 
relieved him by faying, 

** Dear Lady Malone, you take this 
affair too ferioufly; fome gentleman has 
been joking with Sir Dennis, without hav- 
ing, I am füre, the leaft Intention of ofFend- 
ing the delicacy of his mother." 

" The fubjeft is too ferious tp be made a 
joke of, my dear lady -, the memory of a 
dead father fliould be ever facred to his 
child." 

" But I have found him, indeed, indeed 
I have, this very own papa ; will you not 
love him? my fine, great, tall, papa, who 
will fpeak to you ; will you love the poor 
little dead one beft ? I am füre / will not ; 
and your little piAure lives in his bofom ; 
N 2 . he 
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he kiffed it, and Jhewed me my own letters 
upon it, D. C. M. ; he talked to it^ and 
called k his dear Clara 1" 

" Gracious heaven ! what do I hear ! — 
have /, has my cbiU^ our proper fenfes ? 
what means thy dränge, ßrange talk, my 
Dennis? — fo connected, yet fo impof^ 
fible r* 

" Not in^poiEble, my dear lady; — ^we 
heard that our iiephew was dead» and 
.mourned for him, yet therc he ftands alive 
and well : teil me, what proof have ycMj 
had of the death of Sir Dennis Malone ?'* 
' ** 'Can your Ladyfliip alk me that qiaef- 
tion, when you know I received the fatal 
account from Lord Claxanbridge ; the let - 
ter, the dr^adfui letter, was inclofed to my 
broth^." 

" Never, on my foul, did Lord Cia^- 
«nbridge write fo great a falfity; but 

from 
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t 

from that hrother Sir Dennis received thc 
afflidling news that Lady Malone expired 
in giving birth to a fon who only fur- 
vived his mother a few hours, and that he 
had buried them both in the family vault 
by her mother, which he hopcd Sir Dennis 
would have no objeftion to : he expreffed 
great forrow for your death." 

Dennis cried, " oh, my mamma is dead V-^ 
— (he fainted. 

When they rccovered her, Ihe was con- 
fufed for fome time ; but the ecftafy of 
Dennis was fo lively and endearing whea 
he faw her move and heard her fpeak, 
that it awakened all the motlier in her 

f. and, clafping him to her bofom, üie 
Ened filent for a few minutes, the 
roJIing faft down her cheeks; the 
'^-^ facred 5 every body feared to 



^ ^ dlftuib 
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difturb it : at lerygth, turniflg to Lady Cla* 
ranbridge, (he faid, 

** I have recoileftcd what your Lady- 
Aip tdd me ; my brother wrote Sir Denais 
Word that myfelf and Infant were dead ; 
and d4d he alfo forge the letters from Lord 
CJaraabridge ? 

« He certainly did/' 

" Unhappy, ^ruel brother ! — is then^ — 
Oh ! fear not to teil me, is my hüiband 
living? 

" He iss his child has told you the 
truth." 

** Yes ; and it was bis kifies that you (b 
proudly difdained to accept from the lips of 
his fon :-~come, Denni$, and give thcm to 
ine ; inamma has refiifed them.^' 

Lady Malone did not att^nd to the livefy 
Marchionefs; her grateful heart poure^ 
forth in filence tte 4noft fervent thanks 

to 
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to heaven : then gazing with tranfport at 
the child, exciaimed, 

" You have a father, my Dennis ! — I (hall 
fee you in> his arms ; — I (hall fold mine 
aroiMid you both : he has feen you, and 
loves you, my darling : what did he fay to • 
you ? — how did you know hitn ? — Forgive 
me, ladies, and you my Lords De Roufillon 
and Beiair,— this is fad egotifm.^ — Is there no 
iittle Corner where I can fit and indulge my- ' 
fclf with afking a thoufand queftions that will 
xelieve my mind, and prcpare me to meet 
my hufband with fome degree of fortitude ?*' 
" We will have no fecrefy indeed -, a/k all 
your queftions, and let us hear my Iittle 
Dennis anfwer them 5 if you go away, we 
fhall talk of *he fame fiibjeÄ, and puÄzIe 
ourfelves with hows ? and whens ? and the 
ftrange and the woßderfui ; fo, in the naroe 
of all the lords and ladieSi wxähs and 
w 4 . mafters 
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mafters in Company, for I fee tliey agrec 
with me, favour us with tue pretty dia- 
logue.'* 

The barges ftopped, and difappointed the 
Marchionefs of her entertainment. Lady 
PhLippine faid, 

** Pray, my dear brother, go firft; and 
when the party are feated fafe in the houfe, 
come back quietly with the Delanys, Pon- 
fonby, or fome calm fedate perfonages, wbo 
will hand us out fteadily, and not flutter 
US into the fea ; — it is not uncommon, you 
know, when people are furprifed at feeing 
each other, for them to miftake water for 
land, and walk into it." 

Villiers fmiled, Louife bluflied, and the 
Marchionefs looked archly comprehenfive. 

Mifs Fortefcue ftarted at the name of 
Ponfonbys and , her brother obferving it, 
drew her afide, and whifpcred, 

4 5* üo 
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" Doyourememb/^rouT friend Ponfoi^y, 
Eliza?" 

" Ou^t I not to remember him, brother ? 
<io I not owe my «xiftence to hina ?" 

" It was a coiamon aft of hunaanity, you 
over-rate it fifter." 

** Ts my life of fo little value, that you 
have no gratitude to the preferver of it ? 
or have you (I almoft dread to a(k) have 
you found him unworthy of your regard ?'* 

" Do not be alarmed -, I /öw, my .fifter, 
I love Charles Ponfonby; I have had the 
happihefs of meeting him at Rofe-Mount 
Caftle, honoured by the friendfhip of its 
noble owners 5 you will meet hirti h«re alfo, 
therefore be prepared : I was no ftranger to 
your heart, Eliza, ^nd I think you liave 
brought it back impreffed with the fame 
fentiments : rely, my fifter, on my ddkacy 
N 5 and 
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and affeftion j ymr happincfs is as dear to 
me as my own.^ 

Eliza, blufliing, bowed her thanks* 
Villiers returned with Lord Claranbridgc 
and the Delanysj he had not forgotten, 
though his fifter had for the moment, what 
Lord Belair ^ had told them of Mifs For- 
tefcue's partiality to Ponfonby, therefon; 
thought thtir meeting had better be upon 
Urraßrma^ 



END OF THE SSCOKD VOLUME. 
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